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Dr. Prabha Sahasrabudhe

Twenty questions to ask of a work of art for the practice of ART CRITICISM.

I. Description: Visual Inventory
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What b you see? What is going on? How would you describe this work of art ©

someone not present?

Can you name, list objects, places, or people in this work?

How would you describe shapes, spaces colors or textures in this art work?
What interests you about this work? |s there a recognizable focus to the work?
What would you remember most about this work?

Does the work remind you of something you have seen or experienced before?

Analysis: Relationships, arrangements, composition (How parts work together)
What art materials, media, techniques has the artist used in creating this work
of art?
What are some of the dominant shapes, expressive forms, color schemas, and
textures which carry significance in this work of art?
Has the artist done anything special with the use of the elements of art (line,
shape, texture, value, color)
Is the work ordered, balanced? Is it chaotic, disturbing? What has made the
order or chaos? Use this vocabulary to properly describe the formal
characteristics of this work. unity, variety, contrast, balance movement,
rhythm
Is this work well executed? What evidence can you cite to support quality of
execution and technique? What gives the work its uniqueness?

. Interpretation: Theme and meaning
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What is your general impression of this work? What o you suppose this work is
all about?

What did the artist want us to think about? Why did the artist create this work?
What would you “ title” this work?

Do you think the artist has successfully conveyed the intended message across?
Does the work evoke any feelings? How dooes make you feel? To what d you
ascribe your feelings? Is it the theme, the use of color, shapes, or the artist’s
techniques that command your feelings?

Other than the obvious, the literal, has the artist used “ symbolism” 1o convey
meaning? Would you want to learn more about this work?

IV. Judgement: Knowledgeable opinions, experience supported evaluations
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Would you agree or disagree that this work is a significant success? Give some
evidence for your judgment.

Does this work make you want to see more of this artists work? -

How does this work compare with this artists other work?

I's this work significant when compared to art of its time?

Would you value this work? 1f you could, would you like to own this work?
Would you commit yourself to withholding your judgment to research what
others have said about this work?




