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Constituent Assembly of the EFA National Education Forum in Lithuania
Resolution
We, representatives of non-governmental organisations, public institutions, media, the science and business sectors hereby declare the establishment of the National Education Forum. The Forum undertakes responsibility for furthering implementation of the 2000 UNESCO World Education Forum "Education for All" Framework. Countries participating in the UNESCO Forum targeted an increasing need for assured access to qualitatively new basic education, as a part of life-long education, enabling the learner to participate actively in building culture and society.

The forces of globalisation and the free market are accelerating. Lithuania is open to the world marketplace of commerce, culture and information. On the other hand there are disturbing tendencies, such as increasing social disparity, greater poverty fore some, inadequate progress in developing citizenship skills, a sharply decreasing birthrate. Only the sustainable renewal of education can create favourable conditions for positive change and successful lives in the XXI century.

Basic education is one of the most important priorities of national education policy. Education till the age of 16 in Lithuania is compulsory and accessible. Thus, we must orient our goal towards modern, high quality education, assuring the development of independent and responsible personalities, a contemporary civil and information society. Having created conditions for everyone to acquire basic skills, knowledge, social and workplace competencies we will have moved towards overcoming poverty, social exclusion, towards implementing the principles of justice and towards resisting the social evils of our day.

Schools offering basic education should be attractive, open and accessible to students of all ages and all communities. Schools should offer information technologies, ensure vocational consultation, create conditions for learning and engaging in teamwork, problem solving and other skills for democracy and create conditions for each person to eventually enter the ever-changing world of employment with confidence. Teachers should be educated so that they will be able to help students develop these modern competencies.

The National Education Forum is committed to preparing a National Action Plan to solve the most important problems of quality basic education for all.

The Forum is an open endeavour inviting all interested parties: families, teachers, youth organisations, public institutions, religious organisations, employers, business and government representatives, regional institutions, bodies of self-governance and political parties to an active partnership and dialogue. The Forum intends to closely co-operate with international organisations. We believe that the Forum will have an essential impact on national education policies and strategies.

We believe that Lithuania, as the first European country to establish a National Education Forum, could bring the countries of the Baltic region together in our common efforts to implement the UNESCO programme ,,Education for all".

This resolution was discussed and adopted by the Forum participants on 27 June 2001.
Mindaugas Briedis, chairman of the national UNESCO commission in Lithuania.
