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1. Goals and objectives for education in Lithuania regarding the availability and quality of education

Education is a priority field of development and support as decided in the Republic of Lithuania. It is based on humanistic values of the nation and the world culture, principles of democracy as well as the universally acknowledged human rights and freedoms. Education is decisive for the progress of cultural, social and economic development  of the country; it strengthens the solidarity of people and nations, their  tolerance and co-operation.

The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, adopted by the citizens on  October 25, 1992 by a referendum is the main law that regulates the major educational issues. The basic statements of the Constitution regarding the education are as follows: education is  compulsory  until the age of 16, and all State and local government secondary, vocational and junior college training schools are free of charge. It also guarantees an equal opportunity for all individuals to attain a higher education according to their abilities. Education in State higher education schools is free of charge for the most advanced students.

The General Concept of Education in Lithuania and The Educational Reform Programme (1992) are considered as being the most important  documents reviling the major ideas of educational reform up till now.

The major educational goals are defined in the General Concept of Education in Lithuania are as follows:

· to help a person discover universal human values and base his life upon them;

· to foster a person’s ability to think critically and to discuss the essential issues of human existence, take a responsibility for his/her decisions and to act independently;

· to educate and train an individual as becoming a professional determined and able to adapt to an ever-changing social environment and a job market and willing to participate in their improvement;

· to develop the individual's national and cultural consciousness;

· to prepare a person for living in a democratic system;

· to raise a citizen of the State of Lithuania.

In order to achieve the goals listed above, the permanent educational system that is based upon the ideas of differentiation and integration is being developed in Lithuania.

The educational system is based upon the cultural values: the absolute value of the individual, neighbourly love, innate equality among human beings, freedom of conscience, tolerance and the affirmation of democratic social relations.

The educational reform is founded on the democratic education experience of Lithuania, Europe as well as world one. The main principles of the Lithuanian education system are as follows:

1. Humanism: the affirmation of the absolute value of the individual and his/her freedom to make one’s own choice and a responsibility for.

2. Democracy: the learning of and ability to base one's life upon democratic values; the creation and implementation of democratic relations into educational field; the universal availability of education and the recognition that a morality is essential component of a base of  democracy.

3. A commitment to the Lithuanian culture and the preservation of its identity and historic continuity. The education system in Lithuania protects and promotes a pluralistic culture enriched by various experiences of the national minorities living in the country.

4. Renewal: openness to changes and critical acceptance of novelty, while retaining universal norms of morality and a core of national cultural traditions and mentality.

On June 25, 1991, The Law on Education of the Republic of Lithuania was passed. The new edition of this Law (July 2, 1998) introduced several essential amendments. They list the introducing of compulsory 10-year schooling; opportunity for the pupils over 14 years of age to be admitted to vocational schools; new regulations for teacher appraisal; new types of general education schools – gymnasium and international baccalaureate school; establishment of educational institutions in accordance with an agreement signed by a certain number of founders, etc.

The Law on Education of the Republic of Lithuania defines the following major goals of the educational system:

· to develop the mental and physical abilities of an individual, to implement the solid foundations of morality and a positive attitude towards a healthy way of life, to cultivate his/her intelligence, providing the necessary conditions for the development of the individuality;

· to provide the youth with general and vocational education in accordance with the most advanced scientific and cultural achievements;  

· to assure the residents of Lithuania  an opportunity for life-long continuing learning;  

· to foster the growth of a civic awareness, the admittance one’s rights and duties regarding to his/her  family and  nation, society and the State of Lithuania, as well as one’s willingness to actively participate in the cultural, public, economical and political life of the Republic of Lithuania;

· to grant the members of the traditional religious communities the same rights and conditions as to the rest of the residents of Lithuania being able to educate their children in educational institutions in accordance with their conviction.

The implementation of the education reform is followed by the developing of an uniform system of continuous (life-long learning) education in Lithuania and it covers both formal and informal education and a network of state and private educational institutions as well.

The continuous formal education system is being designed as based on the principle of succession of education, granting the flexibility and variety of approaches in the system. 

It covers pre-school development, general education, vocational training, higher university and non-university education programmes, provided by the following educational institutions: pre-school development establishments, general education schools for children and youngsters and youth schools (including special schools), adult general education schools and adult education centres, vocational training schools, colleges and institutions of higher education. 

The uncontinuous education system covers: programmes provided by children and youth supplementary education institutions, adult formal education and training programmes that are provided by formal educational institutions (labor market training centres, vocational, colleagues and higher schools, various adult training centres); and informal adult education programmes provided by the Lithuanian informal education establishments, namely by general education, vocational training, colleagues and schools for higher education that created divisions dealing with informal adult education; as well as other juridical and physical bodies obtained a right to deal with informal adult education in accordance with an order established.  

The formal adult education embraces various levels of general and vocational training and college or higher education as well. The implementation of module-based education  system facilitates the transition from a non-continuous formal education system to a continuous one.

Informal adult education – means learning, training or studying that is stipulated by one’s personal or societal interests and after completing it one is awarded with a state recognised document  approving a qualification of education, a certain level or separate module of it.

It embraces the development of person's general cultural level or acquisition of skills and knowledge necessary for his/her professional activities and career. Informal education is implemented via organised studies for a certain purpose, courses, seminars, lectures, distance informal education and mass media  providing educational programmes. 

On June 30, 1998 The Law on Informal Adult Education of the Republic of Lithuania was approved. The law provides the legal guarantees for participants, as well as for the implementers and social partners facilitating provision with conditions necessary to practice the one’s right  for life-long personal development and learning; grants a possibility to obtain skills and knowledge, needed by him/her as a citizen of a democratic state and a specialist of a certain profession.

The main link of the continuous education – the general child and youth education. At this age group a general education corresponding to modern educational requirements is provided and fostering the student’s eagerness for life-long learning and abilities organizing one’s learning process using advanced information or communication technologies is made.

According to data provided by the  Government Department of Statistics, the number of youth undergoing education in Lithuania has increased from 686 thousand in 1990 to 746 thousand in 1998. In 1998 there were 2 016 pupils and students per 10 000 inhabitants (in 1990 – 1 831 respectively). 

The General Concept of Education in Lithuania has successfully bound together the conservative and the liberal trends in education. The restoration of gymnasiums as well as confessional schools and religious training enhanced attention to  culture and history of the country. The former differentiation of education and training and maintenance of the classical or academic subjects – all are the traits known as the conservative education policy. On the other hand, giving parents the right to freely choose schools for their children, the emergence and development of the non-State educational institutions, the plenty of  the schools various by type and profile, the increase of the administrative and financial independence of school authorities, the first signs of competitiveness among the educational institutions: all this is known as the liberal elements in educational policy.

The fostering of the youth’ positive attitude regarding a life-long learning process is considered as being among the major goals of the Lithuanian education. 

The educational reform in practice is being implemented via changes of all the elements in the system of education: setting of the new goals, new objectives, structures, new curricular and syllabi, updating the educational process and the methods used, improvement of the management, teacher training and their professional upgrading.

Those interested can pursue supplementary education at educational institutions 9schools, courses,  and groups) in a variety of fields: art, sports, language, technology, etc. 

The major documents of the educational reform in Lithuania:

General Concept of Education in Lithuania (1992), which is the major conceptual document of the educational reform;

Republic of Lithuania Law on Education (25 June 1991) sets down the basic structure of the education system and a basis for the activities and management of the educational institutions (except higher schools) of the Republic of Lithuania

Republic of Lithuania Law on Education Amendment Law (July 2, 1998) introduced some amendments that set new approaches in regulation of education (see p. 2).

Republic of Lithuania Law on Research and Higher Education (February 12, 1991) lays down the main operating principles for the current system of research and higher education. 

Republic of Lithuania Law on Vocational Education and Training (October 14, 1997) sets up the principles of structure and management of the system of vocational training, operation of vocational training establishments and enterprises;

Republic of Lithuania Law on Special Education (December 15, 1998) lays down the main operating principles and management of the current system of special education and defines the requirements for the providing an education for the persons with special needs;

Republic of Lithuania Law on Informal Adult Education (June 30, 1998) regulates the system of informal adult education, sets the basic structure, requirements for operation and management in the system;

Republic of Lithuania Draft Law on Higher Studies (1 June 1999) sets up the new regulations of higher studies system and the basis for higher education schools operation and management as well.

Republic of Lithuania Law on National Minorities (November 23, 1989; additions and amendments made on January29, 1991) grants the right of the national minorities to develop their  national culture and education providing with conditions to undertake studies in one's native language, to create pre-school education establishments, (lessons) and comprehensive schools, to train educators and teachers for the above mentioned purpose.

Republic of Lithuania Law on State Service (July 8, 1999) sets the main State service principles, the state servant status and the legal basis for the State service management.

Education falls under regulation as based on the Government Decisions of the Republic of Lithuania, Legal Acts issued by the Ministry of Education and Science.

2. The undertakings targeted towards accessibility and quality of education foreseen  in the strategic documents  

To handle the issues of educational change in a better way, the Ministry of Education and Science has formed the Educational Reform Strategy Group, that is responsible for the finding out the solutions of the most urgent problems in implementation of the educational reform in the country.

The Ministry of Education and Science has approved the priorities in implementation of  educational reform for the period of 1999 – 2000. They are as follows:

1. Modernization of education and studies, improvement of education quality.

2. Improvement of social and pedagogical conditions needed for education and studies.

3. Harmonization of education system.

The first priority is targeted towards educational quality in a broad sense, when not only the passing of information is taking into consideration, but also the developing of one’s ability of thinking critically and creatively comes to be important; when attention is paid towards developing one’s skills, attitudes defining the values and fostering one’s ability to undertake purposeful activities and providing with possibilities to use modern technologies. 

The second priority will ensure the accessibility of  education or education for all system, with special attention allotted towards equal possibilities at any transitional stage. This priority expresses attention to the needs of the national minorities, special needs children,  socially and pedagogically neglected children or the talented ones. This priority will be distinguished by the variety of the processes.

The goal of the third priority – the development of a harmonious system of education, while strengthening of the horizontal and vertical links between the educational institutions, building bridges between educational programmes and institutions, matching the education system with the societal developments.

Recently the Ministry of Education and Science has approved several documents that are of great  importance for education reform development. They are as follows:

-  Model for Profile Training (26 June 1998);

-  Framework for the Restructuring of the Network of General Education Establishments 

(4 February 1999);

-  Concept of Gymnasiums (14 May 1999);

-  Tasks for the Implementation of the Education Reform Priorities (23 July 1999);

-  General Regulations for Comprehensive School in Lithuania (23 August 1999);

-  Regulations on Founding, Reorganization and Liquidation of Educational Institutions

(7 June 1999);

-  Higher Education in Lithuania. The White Paper (1999); 

-  Classification of Lithuanian Education (25 February 1999); 

- Vocational Training. White Paper (1999);

- Regulations on Informal Adult Education Financing from a budget of the Republic of Lithuania (7 January, 1999); 

- Order on Acquiring a Right to Organize Informal Adult Education (24 December, 1999).   

The aim of state management of the education is to assure that goals posed to overall system of education are reached. The state manages only a formal education. Institutions of higher education are State granted autonomy. The operation of non-State and informal adult education establishments is regulated by laws and legal acts approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

On May 1999 the Ministry of Education and Science and the Open Society Fund in Lithuania founded the Educational Change Foundation. The strategic direction of the operation of the Foundation – to provide support to especially urgent educational projects, in order to attract the participation in the education reform activities not only the public institutions, but the initiative citizen or their groups, pedagogues and school communities as well. 

The centralized management applies to the process of education and to the result of education. The state regulates the following issues: professions' register; compulsory requirements to educational programmes and  separate modules of such programmes. Although schools and municipalities are provided with the possibility to specify a certain part of curriculum, learning conditions, assessment procedure of knowledge and skills acquired by students.

The first steps towards a development of the educational monitoring system have already been made. The Group for Educational Monitoring, designed at the Ministry of Education and Science, will include a subgroup for the exam system. The educationalists and scientists analyze the foreign educational monitoring experience, develop a theoretical grounds for the contemporary monitoring system to be introduced. 

The designing of the Educational monitoring programme covers finding the solutions of the following issues: 

- analysis of a situation in educational field;

· designing of pupils' education progress evaluation tests  data bank; 

· development of national maturity examination system; 

· establishment of the National Educational Assessment and Examination Centre as well as its regional branches; 

· establishment of informal adult education information centres and a net of centres for formalizing of knowledge acquired at informal adult education system;

· development of national statistics system as based on EUROSTAT, UNESCO and other projects in educational statistics;

· the development of the national indicators of education quality system as based on OECD, UNESCO as well as the results of the analysis of some national indicators of education quality systems;

· development of modern communication network for fast transmission of the information circulating in the monitoring system; 

· obtaining of the software for data accumulation, processing and analysis; 

· raising necessary financial, technical and intellectual resources for implementation of the priority tasks in order to establish the monitoring system. 
3. Educational Strategy Decision-taking, Co-ordination and Control

Since 1990 the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania is responsible for an educational legal base. There is the Seimas Committee for Education, Science and Culture that adopts  legislation acts on educational issues, ratifies agreements regarding cooperation in educational field, approves the statutes of institutions of higher education etc. 

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania in its Activities Programme for 1999 – 2000 foresees the continuation of the school reform implementation alongside with the further integration into the European Community educational field, to go on solving the most urgent issues pertaining to education: 

· to strive for strengthening of national mentality and culture allotting necessary time for arising moral and civic awareness of the citizens; 

· to provide necessary conditions for promoting educational field and school conditions improvement and enhancing the prestige of teachers' profession;

· to achieve that all the children under 16 years of age attend  the comprehensive schools or other educational institutions; 

· to provide conditions to undergo studies in the state language for every resident of Lithuania who willing to do that;

· to continue the implementation of the school computerization programme; to broaden links between institutions of higher education with the establishments of research  and research and science centres in Western countries; 

· to finalize the preparation of the long-term strategy for development of education in Lithuania. 

The Ministry of Education and Science is responsible for the formation and implementation of  State policy on education; setting of educational standards; defining criteria and ways of financing; initiating of educational research; training of pedagogues and their re-qualification; the initial vocational training, enhancing of professional qualifications; higher education, distance education and studies and informal adult education and training. The Ministry of Social Security and Labour is responsible for the setting policy on vocational training of the unemployed citizens. It organizes vocational training of the labour market. 
Collegium. is the advisory institution for the Minister of the Ministry of Education and Science. The Collegium discusses draft orders of the Minister and draft projects of legal acts, participates in hearings and report presentations by heads of the structural units of the Ministry, its Departments, Services and other establishments under the auspice of the Ministry. The Collegium is headed by the Minister of the Ministry of Education and Science (Chairman of the Collegium). The Collegium is authorized to discuss mutual problems together with other ministries and State institutions. 

The County Governor (a governor of a higher administrative territory unit  - a county -)                                      implements the State educational policy, carries out State and sub-regional programmes on a county level, ensures the functioning and maintenance of the educational institutions, takes care of the situation in education field and emerging problems in the county, supervises the implementation of the general educational policy in the State, municipal and non-State educational establishments, located in the territory of the county. 

The Departments for Education on level of municipalities are responsible for the issues as following: setting up and implementation of regional educational development programmes; organization of inspection; provision of optimal working conditions in educational establishments; provision of opportunities for pedagogues to enhance their qualification. 

A variety of State and non-governmental/public organizations (councils, associations, unions) are helpful in taking care of the emerging educational issues and providing solutions to the problems. 

The Lithuanian Council for Education is an institution conducting the scientific expertise and providing consultations on strategic issues of educational development and dissemination in the Republic of Lithuania. It is formed and operates in accordance with the regulations with the consent of the Seimas (Parliament) Committee for Education, Science and Culture approved by the Government. 

The Ministry of Education and Science Board for General Education discusses urgent issues of curriculum content and quality, approves the syllabi curricular and educational standards and programmes, discusses the issues pertaining to the preparation and publishing of text-books and other educational materials, examination reform, educational quality and modernization. 

The Lithuanian Vocational Education and Training Council  (approved by the Government decision on 20 March 1998) – is an advisory institution that implements the functions of consulting, expertise and co-ordination when decisions on strategic vocational training issues are taken. The Lithuanian Vocational Education and Training Council submits proposals to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania regarding laws and under-laws legislation acts on vocational training and professional upgrading, on the labour market situation and demand for specialists, co-operates with  ministries, counties and institutions interested in vocational training. The Lithuanian Vocational Education and Training Council lists 18 specialists representing educational establishments, employers, trade unions and non-governmental organizations. 

Informal Adult Education Council is the institution of experts and it is authorized by Law on Informal Adult Education to draw strategic perspectives in informal adult education development, to expertise the projects dealing with informal adult education, to coordinate activities of the adult educational establishments. It is organised and it is operating according regulations approved by a minister of education and science.  

The Lithuanian Distance Education Council is an advisory institution to the Ministry of Education and Science. It performs the function of  being the advisor on the issues of expansion distance education. The Council is formed and its members are approved of by an order of the minister of education and science.  The Council develops the strategy of distance education in the country, carries out the evaluation of the distance education development programmes. It submits proposals and conclusions on the issue of development and priority financing of distance education programmes and improvement of legal basis of distance education. It also promotes contacts with the distance education establishments in  foreign countries and international distance education organizations.

Expert Commissions and  Units of Expert Commissions, Councils – are collegial  groups of subject and school specialists that are formed according to certain specialization and type. They submit proposals to Collegium, the corresponding departments at the Ministry of Education and Science so as to take decisions on urgent issues of educational development. They initiate the setting up of working groups to perform certain undertakings of educational reform. They analyze and submit conclusions as well as proposals concerning the legislation documents regulating the operation of comprehensive schools of various types, issues pertaining to the design and development of syllabus and programmes, educational standards and education broadening perspectives.

4. State partners for the Implementation of the objectives of Educational availability and universality.  Financing of Education

In 1998 the state budget allotted 2 749 894 000 litas (27,7 percent of national budget) for education. It comprised 56,2% of total sum of expenditures allotted to social sphere.

The major State and municipal  sources for the financing of educational institutions are the national and the municipal budgets. During the recent years a tendency was observed of bigger financial allocations from the municipal budgets (in 1998 this ratio comprised 33,5 and 66,5 percent). The resources are used for the teachers' salaries, pupils' and students' scholarships and acquisition of teaching aids, equipment. 

State and Municipal Expenditures on Education

	
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998

	Expenditures on Education, in thous. Lt
	
	
	
	
	

	National budget
	947 415
	1 350 390
	1 712 880
	2 206 077
	2 749 894

	Including:
	
	
	
	
	

	     State
	339 342
	454 428
	595 773
	801 175
	922 260

	      municipal
	608 073
	895 962
	1 117 107
	1 404 902
	1 827 634

	Percentage
	
	
	
	
	

	National budget
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	   Including:
	
	
	
	
	

	     State
	35,8
	33,7
	34,8
	36,3
	33,5

	      municipal
	64,2
	66,3
	65,2
	63,7
	66,5

	Compared to GNP
	5,6
	5,6
	5,4
	5,7
	6,4


Other financial sources are the Lithuanian Fund for Education and other funds as well (Educational Change Fund established by Open Lithuanian Society Fund; The State of Lithuania Research and Studies Fund)  the County, Town and Region Funds for Education and   unbudgetary financial resources of institutions, international financial support. 

The percentage of a foreign capital in the joint educational institutions must be in accordance with an indication in the documents regarding the establishment of such an institution. 

Non-State educational institutions are financed and maintained by their founders. Those of non-State educational establishments that are providing the certain programmes in accordance with national educational standards are financed from a State budget on a basis approved by Government. The amount of financing depends on a level and type of certain non-State institutions and it corresponds to the amount given to relevant educational institution financed from State or a municipality budget. The financing depends on expenditures expected to be needed for educating a one student at a relevant type of State or municipal educational institution.  

Informal adult education programmes ordered by State or municipalities and certain purposeful projects are financed from State or municipal budget.

 Although the educational allocations comprise more than one fourth of the national budget, these resources are far insufficient to compare to those that are really needed for education. The general increase of the allocations to education falls back from the inflation and the increasing prices of the educational services. The municipalities provide different amount of finances needed for the teaching aids and equipment of comprehensive schools, as well as for the enhancing of teachers' professional qualifications.

It is more than five years by now that the financial independence of the educational institutions is being practiced. There is a number of  educational institutions in various regions and towns in the country that performs a financial independence in practice. They are allowed to allot the funds for financing their own needs. 

The sources of finance for the Lithuanian Fund for Education, the County, Town and Region Funds for Education are as follows: the voluntary contributions of persons, organizations or enterprises; income raised from the operation of the Fund itself; financial donations of foreign countries' organizations and citizen', also the financial donations made by  international organizations. 

The sources of finance for the pre-school educational institutions are the municipal or the national budget. The founders finance the non-State pre-school educational institutions. They can also receive the state support as foreseen by procedures established by  State and municipal legal regulations and Non-State Education Support Regulations. The institutions  participating in different projects, receive a certain support from the Project Support Funds. 

General education schools and adult general education institutions are fully or partially maintained from the national or municipal budget. The founders finance the non-State schools. The order set by the Government allows the provision of State support to them. Schools are allowed to have non-budget funds. They are comprised of rent of the premises, support and charity from natural and legal persons, income from the provision of supplementary education, informal adult education, organised events, production made etc. The non-budget resources are used in accordance with the regulations set by the State.

In 1998 the Ministry of Education and Science approved new regulations for Financing of General Education Institutions which will serve a basis for introduction of changes in the financing system. 

The youth vocational training in State vocational education institutions are financed from the State budget. The founders finance the non-State vocational education institutions. The non-State vocational educational institutions receive budget finances for the implementation of the educational programmes granting education corresponding to the national educational standards according to the regulations established by the Government.

The major financial source of a junior colleges is the budget. The non-budget resources of these schools come from: the income paid by enterprises and organizations for the specialists trained on their request, charged works implemented, sold intellectual and material products due various market-scientific activities, charged services; income obtained from the equipment and the premises' rents, income received for the charged courses or other educational services; Lithuanian and foreign enterprises, organizations, funds and private persons' contributions and donations.

The assignments from the state budget to institutions of higher education are appointed with regards to agreements that the higher schools sign with the Ministry of Education and Science. The assignments to higher schools from the state budget are insufficient, thus a variety of taxes are introduced and they are paid by the students. The number of State financed places in institutions of higher education is decided upon by the Government. The higher schools enroll also the free students who pay  their own way. Payment for the studies enables the studies for persons who failed at the entrance competition. The number of students paying for studies increases annually. In accordance with the Decision of the Government (9 July1998), the number of such students must not exceed 50% of the those awarded State scholarship for that year in that programme. The institutions of higher education by enrolling the increasing number of students who pay for their studies try to partially solve their financial problems, although alongside they create an unfavourable social situation. In some higher schools the so called rotation practice was introduced when the selection of the students who have to pay and those who do not, is conducted on annual basis or even after each semester. 

Distribution of the number of students financed from the budget and paying tuition fee in higher schools

	Year
	Number of students financed by the State (thous.)
	Number of students  paying tuition fee (thous.)

	1970
	57
	

	1975
	62,6
	

	1980
	71
	

	1985
	65,3
	

	1990
	67,3
	

	1991
	60,1
	0,4

	1992
	53,9
	1

	1993
	50,9
	2

	1994
	50
	1,5

	1995
	48,7
	3,5

	1996
	53,3
	5

	1997
	56,8
	10,3

	1998
	69,9
	12,3


The short-term vocational training meeting the requirements of current labour market serves the unemployed and those who have been warned about quitting their job and it is financed from the Unemployment Fund. The courses for the unemployed, including those willing to set up their own business, as well as others in search of employment and willing to obtain a new profession or to change a former one, are ordered by the Territorial Labour Exchange. The finance is provided from the Unemployment Fund in accordance with the Law on Support of the Unemployed.

Informal adult education in most cases is financed by participants of a certain programme by paying a tuition fee or is financed  by interested legal or natural persons except the programmes on request of the State or a municipality. The such programmes are financed from a corresponding  budget.

The adult informal education curricular and the tailor-made educational programmes and projects are financed from the state budget, those ordered by a municipality – from the municipality budget. 

The resources needed for the professional upgrading and re-qualification of the State and municipal civil servants are allotted up to 3% of the annual salary fund from the State or municipality budget allocated for the maintenance of the corresponding institutions. 

The informal education of the persons viable to social support and their groups is financed by the State. 

 On 12 June 1995 the Republic of Lithuania and The European Union signed a Treaty on Association (European). On 1st February 1998 Lithuania became an Associated Member of The European Union. 

Since 1995 till 1999 the multi-regional  PHARE Distance Education Programme was implemented in  Lithuania. During the implementation period: 

· a number of modern Distance Studies Centres were founded, namely 2 of them at Vilnius University and Kaunas University of Technology; 3 Student Support Centres located at Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Vilnius Junior College of Electronics and Kaunas Junior College of Technology;  

· the Lithuanian Distance Education Centre was founded. It coordinates an expansion of  distance education field; 

· graduated the first group of specialists on distance education; 

· Lithuania participated in a process of creating of 7 modern distance education programmes; 

· several publications about distance education in Lithuania and Europe were written, the monograph “New opportunities of distance education” was written and published; 

· the distance education libraries were founded at The Lithuanian Distance Education Centre and Distance Studies Centres.  

In 1996 Lithuania started the PHARE Vocational Training Reform Programme. The goal of the Programme is to train a qualified and open-minded specialist. The PHARE Vocational Training Reform Programme implements important undertakings pertaining to the reform of vocational training:

· development of the vocational training curricular (28 module programmes are finalized, the rest 5 – are in the process). Since 1997 the module programmes are implemented in to practice by 27 Vocational and Junior Colleges and the Labour Market Training Centres;

· development of the training and methodological materials (285 sets for active training and learning educational materials were published);

· training of tutors and the administration staff;

· modernization of training equipment: 27 Lithuanian Schools and the Labour Market Training Centres are supplied with the new technical equipment amounting in worth to over 1 mln. ECU;

· partnership with the European Union Vocational training schools; 

· formation of policy on the issue and a dissemination of experience in the field: in 1997 The Resource Centre was founded to carry through the dissemination of vocational training innovations in Lithuania. 

Lithuania became a member of The United Nations in 1991. Since 1992 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) bureau started its activities in Vilnius and it supports various social development programmes, educational projects aimed to solve most urgent problems in the country. 

In 1991 Lithuania joined UNESCO, in 1992 The National UNESCO Commission was founded in Lithuania. Since a beginning of its activities the commission has paid lots of attention to promotion of cultural, heritage, information and communication development projects. Recently the major attention is paid to science and education.  

The Ministry of Education and Science comes to be one of the major executors of implementation of the projects supported by UNESCO in the Republic of Lithuania. There is cooperation in the field of civic education teachers' training. UNESCO provides support to the project "Philosophy for Children". 

The Republic of Lithuania and UNESCO signed a Memorandum to consolidate the intention of Lithuania's participation in the UNESCO Associated Schools Project. At present there are five Lithuanian schools UNESCO Associated Schools Project network participants and they carry out special projects. The major themes are as follows: the world wide concerns and the role of the United Nations; human rights, democracy and tolerance; cultural education; protection of an environment. The pupils and teachers via the national UNESCO Commission are constantly invited to participate at a variety of international projects and events. The school partners – the local authorities, foundations, private persons, other schools, UNESCO clubs, non-governmental organizations, mass media. 

Lithuania became a fifth  country that has ratified joint European Council (EC) and UNESCO Convention (the Lisbon Convention) on the regulations for recognition of higher education qualifications. The Seimas (Parliament) ratified this Convention on October 15, 1998.  In 1998 an agreement between the Baltic States was signed and it facilitates a recognition of secondary, vocational and junior college certificates. 

In 1993 UNICEF National Committee was founded and it has a status of non-governmental non-profit organization (NGO). The child and family problems and an implementation of The Convention on Child Rights in daily life in Lithuania are of its major concern. The Committee is carrying various health care and educational programmes. 

In 1993 Lithuania joined the European Council. The European Council supports an implementation of different educational projects, that aspire spreading the idea of the democratic values  and preparing the young generation to live in multi-lingvistic and multicultural Europe.  The Lithuanian representative was chosen to be a chairman of European Council Committee for Education during a period 1998–2000. 

In 1996 The Nordic – Baltic countries project "The development of Curriculum and Professional Culture of Educators" was started. The main goals of the project were to promote school changes, develop teachers' competence, design a methodology  of creating individual educational programmes and a methodology of implementation of integrated one. 

On 5 November 1998 a European Union SOCRATES Programme Launching Conference the Republic of Lithuania was held. SOCRATES Programme Coordination Support Fund supports various projects in science and research.

On 27 November 1998 the European Union Leonardo da Vinci Programme Launching Conference in the Republic of Lithuania was held. During one year and a half there were around 200 projects set up and registered. Since 1st November Lithuania became a full member of this programme. This is a programme that promotes cooperation between European countries in the improvement of vocational training field. In Lithuania this programme is being implemented by the EU Leonardo da Vinci Programme Coordination Support Fund. In 1999 31 project was selected for the financing. The teachers, instructors, consultants, lecturers and creators of educational programmes  are especially active in Lithuania. 

The European Union allotted 4 mln. ECU for the implementation of the National Vocational Training Reform Programme: the curricular development, module design, national standards group setting, and implementation of modern and universal qualifications. Alongside with the project the National Resource centre was established to perform the functions of learning, development and dissemination. 

Since 1993 the Open Society Fund - Lithuania (ALF) helps the Ministry of Education and Science in the implementation of the educational reform. On 15 September 1993 the former Ministry of Education and Culture made an agreement concerning the implementation of a project "Education for the Future of Lithuania". The Project is comprised of the following programmes: Development of Educators' Training, Educational Innovations and Initiatives, Curriculum Change, New Technologies, Modernization of School Libraries. The Educational Studies Centre also participates in the programmes. Almost 6,5 mln. USD were invested into the project. Over 330 events for the Lithuanian teachers were supported, 36 competitions organised, around 900 projects financed, around 20 000 pedagogues participated in the project events. More than 300 various textbooks, teaching materials, teachers' books were published, 16 computer programmes designed, 882 schools use the E-mail, 237 of them – the Internet. 

5. Resources for the Implementation of the Educational Reform and the Accessibility of Education

Lithuania in 1997 allotted 25,6 percent of the national budget, which comprised 5,8 percent of GNP. Expenditures to education comprised 2,2 billion litas. In year 1998 the State budget allocations for education comprised 27,7 percent of the national budget. This amounted to 2 749 894 000 litas. 

During the school year of 1996 – 1997 there were 1 428 litas allotted per pupil in average, although the maintenance of a pupil in a rural school received by 57 percent more funding compared to an urban.

45,9 percent of the education  budget allocations have been spent for teachers’ salaries. Out of this as much as 16,7 percent was allocated for urban schools teachers’ salaries and 29,2 percent for the same purpose in rural schools. The average salary of the servants employed in the State educational institutions in year 1997 comprised 85 percent of the average salary in the national economy sector, i.e. 766 litas. In September 1998 the average salaries paid out for the teachers increased in average by 15 percent, as for the January 1999 the average salaries paid out for the pedagogues increased in average by another 13 percent. The increase of the salaries for the teachers who are qualified to be teachers-methodologists or teachers-experts was even more substantial. 

The salaries for the education staff, including those of the teachers at secondary schools for December 1998, compared to those in 1997, increased and comprised 120,16 percent.  In 1998 the average monthly salary of a teacher was in average 17,3 percent higher compared to the average salary of the education staff, although it was by 1,88 percent lower compared to the staff average salary at the State sector. During the 5-year period  (year 1998 compared to 1993, the salary increase in education was by 6,9 times, for the staff at the higher education institutions by 7,4 times, in the country at large – by 6,3 times. The salaries for the education staff for the year 1998 was 886,1 Lt, including the average for the secondary schools staff – 894,8 Lt, teachers – 1039,3 Lt, higher education staff – 1116,4 Lt.

The contemporary rules of the finance provision to the educational institutions make the construction of schools difficult. Since 1990 till 1997 the school construction decreased for more than 5 times, as for the rural schools - even six times. In July 1998 the Government allotted 40 mln. Litas to improve the hygienic conditions at the Lithuanian educational establishments. 

General education schools construction

	
	Schools
	Number of places for students

	
	In total
	Rural area
	In total
	Rural area

	1990
	18
	12
	8 362
	2 280

	1991
	11
	7
	6 860
	1 334

	1992
	15
	12
	5 084
	2 150

	1993
	11
	8
	3 196
	1 216

	1994
	7
	5
	3 230
	948

	1995
	11
	6
	4 323
	1075

	1996
	11
	7
	2 483
	961

	1997
	6
	4
	1 594
	388


In 1998 there were books and brochures of 764 titles published for the educational institutions. The order of textbook publication and schools' supply with them reform was started in 1998. It enables schools to independently decide which textbooks they needed. During the period of 1998 – 1999 there were 15,7 mln. Litas allotted for the textbook publication. Since 1999 the schools choose the needed textbooks from the list offered, and order them in accordance to the number of pupils at school as well as other criteria defined by the founder. If there is a lack of the textbooks needed, especially at the biggest schools, the students have to purchase the lacking textbooks as well as other educational material   (exercise books, atlases, maps, dictionaries etc).

National budget expenditures on education in the Republic of Lithuania

	
	 Total, thousand  Lt
	% of total social sphere expenditures
	% of national budget expenditures

	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1996
	1997
	1998

	Total
	1 712 880
	2 206 077
	2 749 894
	44,8
	54,7
	56,2
	22,8
	25,8
	27,7

	Pre-school education
	246 549
	321 803
	298 835
	6,4
	8,0
	8,2
	3,3
	3,7
	4,0

	General education schools
	755 584
	955 171
	1 244 602
	19,8
	23,7
	25,4
	10,1
	11,1
	12,6

	Boarding schools and child welfare institutions
	97 824
	121 042
	143 929
	2,6
	3,0
	2,9
	1,3
	1,4
	1,5

	Vocational schools
	124 616
	162 994
	175 844
	3,3
	4,0
	3,6
	1,7
	1,9
	1,8

	Junior colleges (aukš​​tesniosios mokyklos)
	81 065
	104 471
	118 698
	2,1
	2,6
	2,4
	1,1
	1,2
	1,2

	Institutions of higher education
	229 438
	320 620
	384 410
	6,0
	7,9
	7,9
	3,1
	3,7
	3,9

	Support to non-governmental educational establishments
	1 129
	1 832
	2 426
	0,03
	0,04
	0,05
	0,02
	0,02
	0,02

	Other education/training  establishments and measures (supplementary education institutions, courses etc)
	88 246
	112 987
	150 029
	2,3
	2,8
	3,1
	1,2
	1,3
	1,5

	Other functions in  educational field  
	76 751
	84 214
	91 446
	2,0
	2,1
	1,9
	1,0
	1,0
	0,9


6. Progress towards availability and quality of education 

According to the existing statistical data and the results of educational research conducted until now the only indicators presented below can be described. 

6.1. Participation of pre-school age children in early education programmes 

The indicator describes:

· what percentage of the total of 3-5 year-old children participate in the early education (pre-school development) programmes; 

· what is the distribution of such children by areas (rural and urban). 

In Lithuania, mostly 3-6 year-old children and a small number of the 1-3 year-old one are enrolled into early education programmes.

During the Soviet period, educational institutions were given a priority to be responsible and carry through the early childhood development instead of families, therefore all mothers had to resume their jobs as soon as their children were 1.5 years old. This is why the early education was generally accepted, and the construction of the pre-school establishments was developing rapidly enough.  

After regaining the independence, the priority of raising and educating small children was legally given to the family. More families preferred to raise their pre-school age children at home, and used services of baby-sitters. This might serve an explanation why in 1990-1993 the pre-school institutions have become deserted, more than 900 of them have been closed, and day nursery institutions have vanished completely. However, in 1995-1999 the importance of the pre-school institutions started growing again, and the parents now willingly permit their 3-6 year-old children to attend the educational institutions. There is a shortage of the pre-school institutions, since the construction of early education establishments has stopped since a year 1995 due to the lack of  financial resources. 

It might be positively looked upon a fact that most of the children under the age of 3 years  are raised in the family setting (12.1% of children in this age attended the pre-school institutions in 1997: 17.2% out of them in urban areas, and 3.0 % in rural one). Seeking to foster a maturity of children for school, the authorities have started establishing one-year  pre-school education groups and classes for children who were raised at home only. In rural areas such groups or classes were established at primary schools. So as to guarantee the continuity of pre-school and primary education, since 1995 the authorities have started establishing nursery-schools. In 1998 – 1999 there were 150 nursery schools in Lithuania, of which 46 were established in rural areas. 

In 1997, 10,074 (or 14.6%) children out of the total of 3-6 year-old children (69,234) attended pre-school institutions in rural areas, and 86,369 (or 68.5%) of children (3-6 years-old) attended pre-school institutions in urban areas. 

In 1997, 96,443 (or 49.4%) out of 195.387 children of the same age group participated in the pre-school education programmes. In that number, the girls comprised 48.6% of the total of girls in the same age group, as for the boys – 50.1% of the total of boys in the same age group.
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6.2. School children of a particular age group newly admitted to the first  grade as percentage of the total school children admitted 
The indicator characterizes the following aspects:

· schoolchildren of a particular age-group as percentage of the total schoolchildren admitted to the first grade; 

· distribution of the schoolchildren admitted to the first grade by areas (urban or rural).

The Law on Education reads out that parents (guardians) must assure that the children when they are 6-7 years old start attending a general education school if their physical and mental maturity is considered as being sufficient enough. According to the data, that of the total number of school-age children (6-7 years old) eligible to enter the first grade of the primary school (total number of children was 56.047) , just 91.53% really entered the school in year 1995. In 1996 it was  respectively 53.920 children and 93,93 %  and in 1997 -55,634 children and 94,28 % started to attend a first grade. The data indicates that the percentage of all the schoolchildren who enter the first grade is increasing as compared to the total of children of a particular age group. 

During the years 1995 – 1997, the number of the 6-7 years-old children who entered the first grade in the rural primary schools has increased by more than 4 %. In 1995 such children made up 90.33% of the total children in the same age group residing in the rural areas, while in year 1997 the percentage increased up to 94.94%. This reveals, that the number of 6-7 year-old children admitted to the first grade has approached the national average both in urban, and rural areas. 
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The same period also witnessed the growing number of schoolchildren who entered the non-State primary schools: in year 1995 the schoolchildren admitted to the first grade in the such schools made up 0.34% of the total first-grade pupils admitted, while in year 1997 this share increased up to 0.45%. Since the non-State primary schools started to operate in  urban areas, the percentage of the entrees among the total number of children entering urban primary schools has an even stronger tendency of increasing. The numbers in 1995 comprised 0.48 per-cent of pupils, in year 1996 – 0.59%, and in year 1997 – 0.62% of pupils admitted.
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6.3. State Funds Allocated to Primary Education 

The indicator characterizes the following aspects:

· the share of GNP allocated to primary education; 

· the share of GNP allocated for maintenance of one primary school pupil (percentage of the GNP allocation per capita).

In Lithuania, finance allocation for the primary education is not distinguished from financing of the general education system. Thus, an existing scheme of accounting for finances does not allow making precise assessment of the GNP share allocated for the maintenance of one primary school pupil. It does not make it possible to estimate the percentage of the primary school funds in the total budget of the State funds that was allocated to education. 

According to data available, the State expenditure for the maintenance of the general education schools (primary: forms 1-4; lower secondary: forms 5-10; and secondary: forms 11-12) make up the following percentages of the total State funds for education: in year 1995 – 46.3%, in year 1996 – 44.1%, and in year 1997 – 43.3%. These figures evidence that the funds allocated to general education schools have a tendency to be gradually reduced. The available statistical data allows making an assessment of the GNP share per Lithuanian resident, and the percentage thereof allocated for the maintenance of one school pupil as well. 






GNP per Capita (in LTL)

	Year
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997

	GNP per capita  (LTL)
	3,107
	2,810
	2,907
	3,049
	3,226


Change of the expenditure for maintaining one general education school pupil and the percentage thereof in the GNP per capita (in LTL), years 1993 – 1997

	Year
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997

	Maintenance of one general education secondary school pupil (LTL)
	438
	829
	968
	1,428
	1,500

	Maintenance of one pupil in the GNP per capita (%)
	14.8
	28.5
	31.7
	44.3
	46.5


Thus, the data of tables demonstrate the increasing of the funds allocated for the maintenance of one general school pupil. On the other hand, the expenditure for the maintenance of one pupil in urban and rural areas is not equal. In years 1994–1995, the average sum allocated for maintenance of one general school pupil throughout the school year was 829 LTL. In the urban areas the expenditure per pupil was 603 LTL, while in the rural areas it was 885 LTL. Thus, the funds allocated per urban pupil were by 32% less than the funds allocated per rural pupil, although the number of schoolchildren in the rural area schools was three times less compared to those in the urban areas. During years 1996–1997 this difference increased up to 57 %  and it has a tendency of further increasing. 

The following factors account for higher expenditure for the maintenance of schoolchildren in the rural areas: small number of pupils in classes, irrational dislocation of schools in the country, comparatively large portion of educational funds is being spent for salaries of the teachers and exploitation of the school premises. 

The tendencies mentioned above compel making a material review of the main provisions regarding the funding allotted for education, and to resort to the more rational approach when addressing the school network problems. Several projects related to these issues have been already designed. 
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6.4. Academic and Pedagogical Education of the Primary School Teachers 

6.4. Academic and Pedagogical Education of the Primary School Teachers 
The indicator characterizes the following issue:

· percentage of primary school teachers that have academic qualifications and pedagogical education set by the State to be enabled and allowed teaching children.

Lithuanian primary school employs teachers with a variety of academic and pedagogical backgrounds. According to data available, in 1998 there were 12.671 primary school teachers: 97.8% females, 79.44% had higher education, 78.27% had higher pedagogical education; 18.45% - college education, and 17.39% - college pedagogical education, 2.1% - secondary education. 

According to the duration of years of the pedagogical activities served, the distribution of the primary school teachers is as follows: 91.1% - more than  4 years, while the teachers with the pedagogical work experience of less than 4 years made up 9.1% accordingly. There are 10.8% of the primary school teachers in retirement age, and 30.6% of them holding part-time position.

To summarize we may state, that four fifths of the teachers working in primary schools  have as their background the higher education that is also the pedagogical education. It is likely, that being well educated and having a positive pedagogical experience facilitates the teachers to ensure the quality education in the primary schools.
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       6.5. The Pupil-to-Teacher Ratio in Primary Schools

The indicator characterizes the following items:

· the general pupil-to-teacher ratio in primary schools;

· the pupil -to-teacher ratio in urban and rural primary schools; 

· the percentage of the primary school teachers in the total number of the general education school teachers. 

Since year 1990 the tendency of decreasing has been observed in the pupil-to-teacher ratio in primary schools. In year 1990 there were 18.1 pupils per teacher on average; in year 1991 – the number was 17.2. As for the following years, in 1994 – 16.9, in year 1995 – 16.8, in year 1996 – 16.9, and in year 1997 – 16.7 pupils per teacher.  

Despite the growing number of the primary school teachers in the private schools, (in year 1995 they made up 0.91% out of the total number of the primary school teachers, in year 1996 – 1.12%, and in year 1997 – 1.39%), the same tendency of reducing pupil-to-teacher ratio is observed there as well. In year 1995 there were 5.1 pupils per teacher, in 1996 – 5.3, while in year 1997 there were 4.8 pupils per teacher. 

The pupil-to-teacher ratio in the urban and rural area primary schools also differs by its characteristics. In urban schools, the ratio in year 1995 was (including the private school teachers and pupils) 18.9 pupils per teacher; in year 1996 – 19.06, in year 1997 – 18.8 pupils per teacher. In the rural areas, the ratio is lower by one third. In year 1995 there were 13.2 pupils per teacher, and in year 1996 – 13.4 pupils per teacher. It has to be pointed out, that this relatively high pupil-to teacher ratio is first of all determined by a rather dense network of rural schools. But is  worthy to mention that there are a quite small number of pupils in all grades. The tendency of reducing the pupil-to-teacher ratio reflects the changing demographic situation in Lithuania. It also requires to improve an existing school network in order to  ensure an equal availability of quality educational services  throughout the country. 

The statistical data evidence, that the primary school teachers make more than one fourth of the total number of teachers employed at the general education schools. In years 1995–1996 there were 48.2 thousand teachers employed at general education schools, of which 13,156 (or 27.29%) were primary school teachers. In years1996–1997 the number of general education school teachers was 49.4 thousand persons, of which 13,131 (or 26.56%) were the primary school teachers; and in years 1997–1998 there were 49.9 thousand teachers, of which 13,471 (or 27%) were engaged as the primary school teachers. Thus, in year 1995 the primary school teachers made up 0.80%; in 1996 – 0.79%; and in year 1997 – 0.81 % of the total number of the employed population in the country. 

[image: image7.wmf]Table 4.   Expenditure for education

20,10%

21,80%

21,80%

22,80%

25,60%

530554

947415

1350390

1712880

2206077

1993 m.

1994 m.

1995 m.

1996 m.

1997 m.

As compared to the total expenditure of the National Budget

Expenditure for education (thous. LTL)

5.3 %

BNP

6 %

BNP

6,1 %

BNP

6.6. Distribution of pupils (low achievers) repeating a course by primary school grades 
The indicator characterizes the following issue:

· the percentage of pupils remaining for the second year in the same grade among the total number of pupils. 

According to statistical data available, the total number of grades I to IV pupils who repeated the course for the second and the third year in years 1995-1996 and in the period of years 1996-1997 was as far as 3 thousand pupils. In years 1997–1998 – 2.5 thousand pupils. As compared to the total number of the pupils in grades I to IV, percentage of the pupils left to repeat the course in years 1995–1996 and during the period of years of 1996–1997 was 1.4%, and in years 1997–1998 it was 1.1%. It shows that the total number and the percentage of the pupils remaining for the second and the third year is reducing as compared to the total number of primary school pupils.

Distribution of Pupils Remaining for the Second and the Third Year in the Same Grade
	Grades
	Pupils remaining in the same grade for the second or third year to repeat the course (in thousands)
	Percentage thereof in the total number of pupils



	
	1995–1996
	1996–1997
	1997–1998
	1995–1996
	1996–1997
	1997–1998

	The total # of pupils in gr. I-IV
	3.0
	3.0
	2.5
	1.4
	1.4
	1.1


On the other hand, percentage of distribution of the two-and-third-year course repeaters by grades (I through to IV) is not equal. Tables 8 evidence this, as well as 9, 10 and 11 (see the Attachments). According to the data displayed in these tables the highest percentage of the pupils repeating the course for the second or third year in years 1998-1999 was in grade 1st (1,3% of the total number of pupils). The numbers are half less in grades 2nd (amounting to 0.9%), in grade III (amounting to 0.60%) and in grade IV (amounting to 0.62 %).

The number of girls repeating the course is less than the number of the boys, although the girls-to-boys ratio in primary schools is almost equal. A highest number of the girls course-repeaters for the second and third time to compare to boys is almost one third and this situation is in first grade. In second grade there are 3.6 times, in third grade there are 4.3 times less of girls course-repeaters to compare to the boys. As for the grade IV – it is by 5.9 times less than the number of the boys repeating the course. 
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The attrition rate is high in grade I (amounts to 0.64%), as compared to the attrition rate in grades II (0.24%), III (0.23%) and IV (0.1%). This fact once again proves the necessity to pay more attention to early childhood development in home setting or pre-school institutions, as well as to child maturity  providing a child with the basic knowledge and skills required for adequate adaptation in a primary school setting. Or this also questions if an existing primary school curricula can meet the real needs of our children.
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7.  Education reforms attempting to ensure an accessibility and quality of education

Lithuania is creating a permanent educational system reflecting the advanced  tendencies of educational development in the world. The focal point of the process is the implementation of the European edu​cation dimensions, such as the life-long-learning, assurance of quality and quantity of education, etc. 

The 1990 – 1999 reforms of the Lithuanian education system consisted of the following activities: drafting the conceptual documents on education, revising the structure of the educational system, changing the curriculum, development of the legal basis and legislative acts, restructuring the system of teacher training and re-qualification. 

The most important changes took place in revising the structure of the educational system and reforming the curricula.   


1
Revising the structure of the educational system was directed towards an establishment of the new, alternative educational institutions, capable to better responding to the needs of the changing society and the tendencies of educational developments.


During the period of 1990-1999, the new types of pre-school institutions have been created, such as  Pre-school Education Centres, Kindergarten-Schools, General Education Schools containing the Pre-school Groups. 


The Youth schools (general education schools for 12-16 years age teenagers lacking motivation to learn; providing an opportunity to these pupils to acquire a lower secondary education)  and the Type I  Vocational training schools (for pupils no younger than 14,  who have not graduated from a lower secondary school) have become an alternative to the General education schools. They provide the possibility not only to acquire the most basic professions but also a lower secondary general education. Such educational institutions help to address the problems of the pupils having low learning motivation, pupils with various learning difficulties, the ones that have dropped out from lower secondary school (forms 5-10). 


Gymnasium has become an alternative to the general education secondary school.  Gymnasiums  provide an in depth, profiled general education and set higher requirements for pupils. 


The reform launched establishment of Type II Vocational schools, which provide secondary level vocational training for pupils with a lower secondary general education and Type III Vocational schools, which offer an opportunity to acquire a vocational qualification together with a maturity certificate. 


The adult education system has been supplemented with the Adult Education Training Centres, the Adult Education Information Centres, the Women Centres, the Teachers’ Education Centres, the Distance Education Centres (at universities), a  video-classrooms network etc. 


As an alternative to the State-funded educational institutions, the non-State educational institutions have started their operation. 

2
Reforming the curricula was focused on educating a person with social, cultural and civic competence, mature and capable to take up one’s decisions and make up one’s choices,  interested in life-long learning process. In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, the new concepts have been implemented in to curricula and educational programmes, new educational standards and teaching and learning tools have been developed and introduced. 


The Pre-school Institutions implement a variety of educational programmes: two of them were approved by the Ministry of Education and Science and namely, ,,Vėrinėlis“ and The Education Guidelines (Ugdymo gairės), programme of the Egmont Foundation (Egmonto fondo programa), Good Start (,,Gera pradžia“), Waldorf and Montessori school programmes, etc.; The Child School Maturity Indicators (“Vaiko brandumo mokyklai rodikliai”) have been defined, as well.  

For general education schools, the General Programmes for General Education Schools have been published (year 1997); General Education Attainment Standards have been drafted for lower secondary  and secondary general education school (years 1997, 1999). The curricula reform restructures the curricula and programmes of the final stage of general secondary education (11-12 grades) so as to provide the students with the possibility to choose a certain profile of education (the realia sciences, the humanities, the arts, the technological), which eventually helps to achieve optimal development and to make the choice as to the further education or working activities. 

Taking into consideration the new requirements the efforts was undertaken and the new vocational training programmes for the four types of the vocational school were developed, the programmes for junior colleges were revised, preparation of educational standards for different specialities have been introduced. 

A Bachelor’s (basic studies), a Master’s programme, a Doctoral studies, a Residency, specialized  professional  programmes of higher education, as well as different qualification upgrading and re-qualification programmes have been revised, too. The adult general education modules have also been approved.


The changes  mentioned above  reflect the process of the reform that is directed towards advanced global developments in education field. Today it is not an easy task to make an thorough evaluation of the quality of these changes, having in mind that an education monitoring system has not yet been created. Although it is worthy to mention that the internal and external audit models for educational institutions are also undergoing a process of being developed. It is expected, that the implementation of the monitoring system will create the necessary conditions for self-evaluation  and evaluating the process of the reform of the educational institutions and the entire educational system as well. 


8. Major Obstacles in Achieving of Education Availability and Quality  

The education availability and quality are the goals the Lithuanian system of education that is being under the reform process at present, seeking to approach. This encounters the following major obstacles:

1
Insufficient thoroughness and reliability of monitoring and evaluation that is available at present foster up the development of the modern education monitoring system in order to be able to assess efficiency of the education system, its units thereof, and the educational institutions in a more effective way. The development of such a new monitoring system would ensure the efficient assessment of the activities of the Lithuanian educational institutions and enable to make a comparison of the results with relevant foreign institutions monitoring results. This also would  provide the possibility  to assess the overall functioning of the entire educational system as a whole by identifying the problems, distinguishing their causes and finding the optimal ways of their solutions.

2
Although the Lithuanian legislative framework contains provisions necessary for development of modern educational system, the secondary legislation concerning implementation mechanisms still has to be drawn up and improved. This is especially important for the regulation of the interaction not only between the educational institutions, but also between the educational institutions and administration authorities. For instance, in year 1998 it was decided to transfer the Vocational Schools from the subordination of the Ministry of Education and Science (MES) to the subordination of the Counties. However, the mechanism for such a transfer does not exist until nowadays. The supervisory functions over the educational institutions of the Ministry of Education and Science (MES), Counties and Municipalities, as well as their authority and responsibility thereof are not clearly defined, etc. 

3
The restructuring of the educational system management also encounters a number of problems. In the light of the transforming attempts of the Lithuanian educational system switching from the centralized Soviet-type educational system into a decentralized one, it is important to define the subordination of different educational institutions in order to settle the equilibrium between the centralization and the decentralization. Excessive centralization has a negative impact on the autonomy and development of democracy of an institution, while excessive decentralization, on the contrary, may turn into a hindrance to optimization of the educational services provided by the educational institutions. 

4
The financing of the educational system is a rather sore problem, although the percentage of the National Budget allocated to education as compared to the total expenditure of the National Budget is increasing every year (in 1995 - 21,8%, 1998 – 27,7%). The share of GNP allocated to education is also growing (in 1995 – 5,7%; 1998 – 6,6%), however, the allocations are not sufficient for the educational system that is undergoing an essential reform. This means that such a deep reform process and its results needs to be assessed and evaluated on a regular basis but  it is shortage of financing for this purpose.

5
During the revising a structure and activities of educational institutions a problem of  those who drop out the system or discontinue their education but should learn in the future, still remains. The drop-outs younger than 16 years, who are supposed to be enrolled into a formal education system according to the Law on Education, cause a major concern. The pupils and the students attending the various courses dropping-out from the educational institutions face the same problem. For example, in the period of 1997-1998 the rate of attrition in full-time general education schools was 0.9%, in vocational schools - 9,0% in junior colleges – 13.4%, in higher schools – 10.5%; in different qualification upgrading and re-training courses at vocational, college and higher schools the rate of attrition was somewhat around 16%. 

9. Public Support, Political Aspirations and  the State Possibilities 

Lithuania seeks to develop a permanent educational system enabling implementation of the “education for all” idea, opportunity for everyone to obtain a quality education and a possibilities for life-long learning etc. 

The implementation of the above-mentioned aspirations is linked with constantly increasing educational needs of the population. The statistical data evidence the growing need for the initial vocational training acquisition. This can be also proved by the increasing number of applicants; e.g., in years 1997-1998 there were 349 applicants to every 100 first year student place of the institutions of higher education, while in years 1998-1999 the numbers amounted to 355 applicants. In the college-type schools there were 145 applicants to 100 first year student places in years 1997-1998 and 1998-1999. The vocational schools had the numbers of 112 and 113 persons correspondingly. 

The developing of adult education is observed and it offers different educational opportunities: general school education, vocational, college and higher education mostly for in-service persons who for various reasons discontinued studies or did not acquire a desired education; up-grading or enhancing a qualification in Vocational Schools, Colleges and Higher Schools, Vocational Upgrading Centres and the like. For instance, the statistical data indicates that increasingly more the adult seek for the educational opportunities in the institutions of formal adult education. In 1995 there were 8.680 the adults studying at general education institutions, in 1999 - 14.900 ones. The number of the adults enrolled into distance education is constantly increasing: in 1995 in colleges there were 3.000 students, in institutions of higher education about 9.500, and in the end of a year 1999 there were 10.700 such students in colleges and 19.500 in institutions of higher education. According to a very rough  statistical data that do not reflect a significant number of the adults attending various professional qualification courses, in year 1995 there were 95,000 students who upgraded their professional qualification or were retrained (of which 5% were persons of the working age), while in a year 1998 their number increased up to 171,000 (of which 8% were persons of the working age). It has been determined, that in the period of years 1997 – 1998 the percentage of the attending students who hold a status of being unemployed increased by 3%, and the number of the unemployed females among them increased by 23%. We may presume that such growth of the unemployed participants has been influenced by the Labour Exchange proposals as to retrain or upgrade their qualification, and by the unemployed persons desire to acquire a more popular profession or qualification which might help to avoid unemployment and ensure better professional career opportunities. 
Table 8

	

	  1995
	  1997
	  1998

	Professional qualification upgraded or retrained, thous. 

% (compared to the working age population) 

Out of the total number of students, thous.

Unemployed
	    95

      5

      –

    68
	   157

       7

     24

     77
	  171

      8

    27

    90


During recent years the change in the number of studying persons who upgraded their qualification or were retrained at the courses arranged by the Vocational Schools, Colleges and Higher Schools have been observed. The number of the students at such courses has a tendency of growth: in years 1993-1994 there were 6,264 the students in Vocational Schools, 4.169 in Colleges, and 9.734 in Higher Schools (or 20,167 in total), while in 1997-1998 the number of students went up by almost 30 %(or by 8,652 students: in Colleges the number of students went down by 0.8%, while in Vocational Schools it increased by 1%, and in Higher Schools by 50%). 

This reflects the growing need for education. In fact, by the level of education of the economically active population in year 1997, Lithuania was far ahead of some other countries. For instance, the share of population having a higher education (ISCED levels 6, 7) in Lithuania was 18%, in Hungary 5.4%, in Slovenia 6.6%, in Ireland 12.6%. Lithuania was just a little behind Estonia (19.2%). Lithuania also leaves behind the above countries (except for Ireland) by the number of population having a primary education (ISCED level 1). Keeping in mind that a level of education among the economically active population is rather low (i.e., there is 14.9% of population having a lower secondary education (ISCED level 2), 37.4%  having a secondary education (ISCED level 3), there is 4.5% having just a primary education  - a primary school graduates (ISCED level 1) it becomes obvious, that the process of a society becoming more advanced will evoke an increasing need for education.

Therefore, it necessary to analyze the needs of the adults  for education and to design a model of uncontinuous education  within a framework of the existing educational system. Although at present people want to study however, the lack of financial resources and the insufficient material facilities do not ensure that their needs are being met. Therefore, it  would be expedient to develop an educational strategy and policy based on human, material and financial resources, as well as to project the change of education field in the context of social evolution of the society. 

But it also can be seen from the Lithuanian and foreign countries experience that educational needs of adult population can be successfully being met by using advanced information technology and especially for expanding facilities for distance education. The expansion of distance education is stressed in EU Mastricht agreement, the network of modern distance education centres are being created in EU countries. This network is widely used for enhancing teachers' qualification. Therefore it is of high importance to form and to introduce a programme of promotion and expansion of a continuous (permanent) and non-continuous as well as formal and informal distance education system in Lithuania.

10. Overall Assessment of the Progress 

The concepts and ideas of the educational reform were first formulated in the National School Concept in the Soviet times (year 1988). After Lithuania regained the independence in 1990, these ideas served the preconditions for the reform of whole  educational system. In 1992 the conceptual provisions of the educational reform covering not only the general education school, but also the entire educational system, were embedded the General Concept of Education in Lithuania. The Concept was discussed by the society at large, and afterwards it was approved by the Lithuanian Education Council as well as confirmed by the Minister of Culture and Education. Considering the main activities accomplished in the period of 1998-1992, and evaluation of the reorganization of the educational establishments that commenced after year 1990, the programme for the first phase of the educational reform  (for a period 1992-1997) in Lithuania was designed. The Programme defined the problems, activities to be undertaken were described, the time framework and the responsible executors were listed. The Programme consisted of 8 parts: the background describing the objectives of educational reform, parts about the restructuring of the pre-school education, the restructuring of the general school education, the youth schools, the vocational training, the teachers’ training and the upgrading of their qualification, the adult education, the management and funding. 

Evaluating the achievements of educational reform on the issue of availability and  quality of education during the above-identified period, the reform achieved the following results:

· the basic conceptual documents on the education system have been developed. They served the pre-conditions for the development of the advanced educational system;

· the educational system consisted of variety of educational institutions has been started to create;

· the reformed curriculum has been designed to meet the various needs and abilities of individuals in general education schools;

· the vocational, college and higher school study programmes, as well as different qualification upgrading and re-qualification programmes have been prepared;

· the legislative framework for the educational system has been created and is being improved further on, thus making the implementation of the conceptual education ideas possible.

The tasks indicated in the Programme have been basically accomplished  however, the main problem faced in this phase is that the reform activities have not been financed to a sufficient extent. 

In year 1998 the Board of the Ministry of Education and Science has identified priorities for the second phase of the educational reform, and outlined “Activities for the Implementation of Priorities on Phase II of Educational Reform in 1999-2000”. The project outlines the following priorities of the second phase of the educational reform: modernization and enhancing of quality of general education and studies, improvement of social and pedagogical conditions needed for learning and studies, harmonization of the overall educational system. In order to implement the above-mentioned priorities, the Ministry of Education and Science identified the measures and tasks to be fulfilled, and appointed the  managers. Undoubtedly, the priorities identified are the significant ones, however, it is important that the implementation thereof is based on the timely information about the reform progress, which enables to make corrections of activities in time, as well as to allocate the additional resources. This would enable us to make an thorough assessment of the progress on implementation of the educational reform and its conceptual ideas in practice, as well as to compare the European and Lithuanian education trends. This is very important to Lithuania seeking for integration into Europe. 

11. Future Prospects of Educational Policy

Possible and necessary education policy changes

It is of high importance that the Lithuanian education reform is under constant continuity and the major reform trends and activities directions would be maintained. Since a year 1992 the major directions indicated by General Concept of Education in Lithuania was followed in a stable way.

 The contemporary priorities of education reform do not deviate from the statements of the General Concept; they are being implemented in a consequent way as well as further developed. No radical changes are expected to be undertaken in the nearest future. The major priorities of education reform for the period of at least 15 years will be the quality of education, accessibility and harmonization of the education system. During the implementation activities, undoubtedly, certain innovations will be introduced, different issues will be stressed depending on the data of the education status, changes of attitudes towards the concept what quality education means. 

The system that ensures quality of education should be improved on permanent basis, delegating more responsibility for quality ensuring to schools. On one hand, the schools are to be prepared to meet a responsibility given them by decentralization. On the other hand the State should enhance its support provided to schools, especially in the field of finance system reform, renovation of schools, improvement of their material basis, supply with new information and communication technologies, upgrading teachers' qualification. Special attention should be paid to ensure variety of schools by types, the links making the education system accessible, providing guarantee for everyone seeking for education to find a proper gates to the system of education and reception of adequate educational services.

Planning of a  New Policy and Measures 

A working group to create a long-term education reform strategy was approved of by the decree No. 331 as of 2 March 1999 of the President of the Republic of Lithuania. The group constantly analyses the former experience of the educational reform, the emerging educational problems, the foreign countries experience and the tendencies of their development, the challenges caused by the societal as well as technological advantages. The group adheres to the three above-mentioned priorities: education quality, education availability and the harmonization of the education system. At the end of year 1998 a new department of Educational Strategy was established at the Ministry of Education and Science that was especially meant to perform the function of the education reform sustainable development. The Educational Development Division purposefully tackles the strategic planning objectives at the department. All the above-mentioned structures work in close collaboration so as to create the long-term educational development strategy. 

The Education Strategy Group operates under the Ministry of Education and Science. It is comprised of competent experts in the field of education. The work of the group includes day-to-day discussions on the change strategy and the problems of its implementation, submits proposals to the Minister. It analyses the measures proposed by the specialists working at the Ministry on how to best select measures for the implementation of the education reform strategy, attempts to grant of the reform continuity.

The involvement of a society into the strategic planning in a broader sense is being guaranteed via the National Education Council and National Informal Adult Education Council, formed under the representation principle. The Councils include the representatives of major non-governmental educational organizations. But the Education Strategy Group, the Education Strategy Department maintains close links of collaboration with the  Association of Municipalities, other associations that unite schools by types.

So as to make the planning process more rational, the attempts to substantially renovate the educational status monitoring system were undertaken, as well as those of the improved procedures of data collection, analysis and their presentation to public at large.

The measures and objectives for the implementation of the priorities of the second education reform stage were approved by the Minister of the Ministry of Education and Science Order No. 951 as of  23 July 1999 (Refer to Attachment 1). 

Attachment 1

Objectives for the Implementation of the Priorities of Education Reform
	Priority 1. Modernization of education and studies, improvement of education quality 

	Priority implementation measures
	Objectives

	1.1.
To revise  the curriculum in accordance with the conceptual education reform documents
	1.1.1.
To create and apply the curricular and teaching aids for the pre-school education and the final stage (IV co-centre) of general secondary school

	
	1.1.2.
To investigate the causes of a lack of pupils' motivation to learn and to decrease the unnecessary  overloading 

	1.2.
To design national standards of education for all the transition stage  of the general secondary and vocational training school
	1.2.1.
To draught and publish the standards as well as the methodological comments supplemented them targeted at the profiled secondary school

	
	1.2.2.
To draught the vocational training standards

	
	1.2.3.
To create the evaluation system as foreseen in the standards for the evaluation of the attainment 

	1.3. To implement profiled secondary education
	1.3.1.
To conduct the experiment on the profiled teaching and to create as well as approve of the document kit on the implementation of profiled training as based on the profiled training

	
	1.3.2.
To implement the dissemination programme on profiled training

	1.4. To adapt the vocational training to the changing labour market conditions
	1.4.1.
To draft the vocational qualification analysis by sectors and regions

	
	1.4.2.
To involve social partners into the process of management and evaluation of vocational training establishments and  junior colleges

	1.5. To continue the implementation of the examination reform
	1.5.1.
To draft and approve the concept of examinations in the general secondary schools in Lithuania, to continue the dissemination of the examination reform ideas

	
	1.5.2.
To draft the programmes and tasks for the lower secondary school graduation exams and the maturity exams, to develop the infrastructure, which would provide conditions needed to conduct the lower secondary  school graduation exams and the general secondary school maturity exams

	1.6.
To start the development of an integral educational monitoring system
	1.6.1. To analyze the educational indicators, such as those by OECD, UNESCO etc and use them as basis alongside with the educational needs in Lithuania so as to define the Lithuanian indicators, to constantly inform the public on the status of education in Lithuania

	
	1.6.2.To draft a programme for the developing of the monitoring system

	1.7. To start the development and implementation of the methodology for the external and internal audit of the educational institutions
	1.7.1.
To create the concept of the external and internal audit, a corresponding legislation and methodology of how to train the auditors

	1.8. To provide material as well as technical conditions for the modernization of education and studies
	1.8.1.
To define the standards for the supply of the educational institutions with the teaching materials, to investigate the situation in schools and foresee the measures for the improvement of a situation

	
	1.8.2.
To design  the major directions of studies and set up  the conditions needed for the implementation of the studying standards

	1.9. To modernize the libraries of the educational institutions and start the establishment of the network of school libraries – information centres
	1.9.1.
To create the concept of modern school library, to establish such libraries in every county and unite them into one network

	1.10. To establish a computerized education network


	1.10.1.
To create  the Lithuanian education information sub-systems on education regarding teaching and information

	
	1.10.2.
To create system, the subsystems of training and information, 

	
	
 technical installations, mail systems and the network sub-system

	
	1.10.3.
To create the information system of higher schools in Lithuania

	1.11.
To provide support for the initiatives of the educators and school communities targeted at change and dissemination of the fine experience of educational practice
	1.11.1.
To guarantee the activities of the Educational Change Foundation

	
	1.11.2.
To promote the implementation of educational innovations in the educational institutions, to encourage the collaboration of the pedagogues from the professional upgrading institutions and other educational establishments so as to set up joint curricular and projects

	1.12. To confer accreditation for higher schools and study programmes
	1.12.1.
Alongside with the Law on Higher studies to draft the secondary legislation acts and to plan other measures needed for this purpose

	
	1.12.2.
To create the concept of change of  pre-service teacher training  system as well as the action programme and to start of its implementation

	1.13.
To promote the further integration of science and studies
	1.13.1.
To conduct a systemic control if  the scientific level of the doctoral studies and the quality of dissertations  is high enough (together with the Centre for the Studies' Quality Evaluation and the Science Council of Lithuania)

	
	1.13.2.
To define the criteria for the appraisal of pedagogues and scientific staff working at the public institutions of education an science as well as the requirements for tenders


	Priority 2. Improvement of social-pedagogical conditions of learning and studies

	Priority implementation measures
	Objectives

	2.1.
To expand possibilities to change the learning direction that was initially chosen or if needed to continue the ceased learning process
	2.1.1.
To find out ways of the organization of the educational process to meet the demands of the 12-16 years old teenagers and youth lacking of motivation to learn as well as the persons 16-18 years of age who, due to the social and economic conditions cannot continue their studies at the regular day time schools

	
	2.1.2.
To provide conditions for continuous training  for the persons undergoing the compulsory military service

	
	2.1.3.
To decide upon the ways of the continuous training process organization for the imprisoned persons

	2.2. To enact the Law on Special Education
	2.2.1.To draft a set of secondary legislation acts needed for the implementation of the Law on Special Education

	
	2.2.2. To draft a programme for the implementation of the Law on Special Education, to define the priorities and start to implement the priority measures

	2.3. To enact the Law on the Non-Formal Adult Education
	2.3.1.
To draft the order for the recognition of the knowledge obtained by the means of the non-formal education to be executed by a formal education establishment

	
	2.3.2.
To draft the order of the ordered by the state in-formal education curricular and targeted projects' submission, selection and funding

	2..4. To establish schools of different types that would to the full scope meet the needs of local communities and the region
	2.4.1.
To finalize the development of the normative basis documents for the Special Care institutions  for Children

	
	2.4.2.
To draft and implement the model of integration of the national minorities schools into the overall system of education

	
	2.4.3.
To draft two new models of schools, alternative to the one of the general secondary school

	
	2.4.4.
To draft the open school concept and the models for its implementation

	2.5. To develop a supplementary education  activities  and integrate them into the system of the education
	2.5.1.
To execute the audit of educational institutions specialized in  practical and fine arts in the country

	
	2.5.2.
To draft a project on supplementary education system, which would consider the inclusion of this education as an  integral part of the general education system

	2.6. To develop the variety of forms of the leisure-time activities offered
	2.6.1.
To draft a programme on the pupils'  activities after school and their leisure time passing culture and implement it

	2.7. To ensure the social conditions for learning in the educational institutions, to establish staff of special pedagogues and social pedagogues
	2.7.1.
To draft the normative documents regulating the position of social pedagogue and the model of the social management at school

	
	2.7.2.
To provide support to schools taken care of by the Department of National Minorities and Lithuanians who came back from abroad under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania

	2.8. To ensure the availability of vocational training in accordance with the field chosen for everyone interested in
	2.8.1.
To create the programme for the optimization of the vocational schools network

	2.9. To grant the availability of studies at higher schools and colleges for everyone able to undertake studies
	2.9.1.
To introduce an order regarding to the admission  to higher schools is correlated to system of secondary school maturity examination

	2.10. To ensure the needed material support from the state and provide students with it
	2.10.1.
To provide conditions for the Science and Studies Fond to provide the social support for the higher school students

	
	2.10.2.
To establish a Fund for pupils of Lithuanian origin residing abroad who wish to undergo studies in higher schools in Lithuania

	2.11. To define a precise order of admission into institutions of higher education
	2.11.1. 
To create the centralized system for the admission of students into institutions of  higher education

	
	2.11.2. To ensure, that the regulations of admission of students into institutions of higher education be set up no later than 24 months in advance before starting the admission


	Priority 3. Educational system harmonization

	Priority implementation measures
	Objectives

	3.1. To expand a variety of the educational institutions and improve their network
	3.1.1.
Alongside with the formation of the permanent education system to create the joint models  that would provide conditions to switch from an educational institution of one type to another one 

	
	3.1.2.
To handle the network that embraces all types of the educational institutions in accordance with the variety of methodologies drafted

	
	

	3.2.  To promote the self-governing at school setting
	3.2.1.
To create the models of democratic relationship between school and local authorities and start their implementation

	
	3.2.2.
To create the system of self-governing at school setting so as to provide information and support

	3.3. To develop the harmony between the general education and the vocational one
	3.3.1.
To harmonize the general education and vocational training curricular

	
	3.3.2.
To introduce an implementation of a technological profile into the vocational and general education schools

	3.4. To provide more real options  for the vocational school graduates in order to continue studies at institution of higher education
	3.4.1.
To develop vocational studies at the non-university higher schools

	
	3.4.2.
To draft the maturity exam programmes for several technological profile subjects

	3.5. To implement the concept of regional higher studies development programme, to legalese the non-university higher education as well as establish the type of institution – collegium to provide such an education
	3.5.1.
To draft the regulations for the foundation and certification of the  collegium  and establish  3-5 collegiums

	
	3.5.2.
To draft the concept of regional higher education development  and the programme for its implementation

	3.6. To develop the principle of the academic mobility and to ensure the comparability of the qualifications conferred
	3.6.1.
To participate in  the European Union, the Nordic and Baltic countries student and teacher mobility (exchange) programmes

	
	3.6.2.
To draft the projects and draft agreements for the recognition of the higher schools academic qualifications to be signed with the neighbouring countries

	
	3.6.3.
To draft the comparison procedures of the higher schools' students mobility and qualifications conferred

	3.7. To involve the social partners into the planning of education, evaluation and conferring of qualification
	3.7.1.
To define the procedures of vocational training at  enterprises as a constituent part of the vocational training as well as the support requirements

	
	3.7.2.
To establish together with social partners the Vocational Training Fund

	
	3.7.3.
To draft the regulations for the councils of the university type and the non-university type institutions of higher education and to found university councils that could be able to operate efficiently

	3.8. To more precisely define the content of the higher education institution s autonomy
	3.8.1.
To draft the secondary legislation acts and supplementary documentation for the Law on Research and Higher Education 

	3.9. To finalize the funding of the educational institutions system as well as the system of their financial accountability
	3.9.1.
To change the salary for the educators principle to a position based

	
	3.9.2.
To create the new funding principles and methodologies to be applied in all educational institutions

	3.10. To match the educational reform undertakings with the Lithuania's attempts to  become a member  of the European Union  
	3.10.1.
To ensure the implementation of the principle of free student mobility/movement (as of NAP programme)

	
	3.10.2.
To ensure conditions for the children of migrating workers to correspond the requirements of the EU Regulation 77/486

	
	3.10.3. To participate in the second phase of the EU Educational programmes
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Table 5.  Percentage of expenditures for one general secondary school pupil as share of GNP per capita.
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[image: image12.wmf]Table 11.  Pupils remaining for the second year to repeat the course

 in the fourth primary school grade (1998 - 1999)

322

(0,60 %)

55

(0,10 %)

58

(0,11 %)

23

(0,04 %)

53145

(99,15 %)

pupils remaining for the third year

girls remaining for the second and third year

attrition rate

pupils remaining for the second year

total number of pupils

53 603 in Lithuania



[image: image13.wmf]Table 5.  Percentage of expenditure for one general secondary school pupil as a 

share of GNP per capita

14,80%

28,50%

31,70%

44,30%

46,50%

438

829

968

1428

1500

3107

2810

2907

3049

3226

1993 m.

1994 m.

1995 m.

1996 m.

1997 m.

Expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil as percentage of GNP per capita 

Average expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil (LTL)

A share of GNP per capita (LTL)

A share of GNP per capita (LTL)

Expenditure for one general education secondary school student as percentage of GNP per capita             

Average expenditure for one general education student  (LTL)

_59094272.xls
Chart1

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį



&A

Page &P

Bendras pradinių klasių mokytojų skaičius

10067

12671

2338

12671

9918

12671

2003

12671

266

12671

1131

12671

11540

12671

1358

12671

415

12671



Chart2

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį
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		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį
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		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį
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		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį
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		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštesniuoju išsimokslinimu

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys mokytojai su aukštuoju išsimokslinimu, turintys pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys aukštesnįjį išsimokslinimą ir pedagoginį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą		Mokytojai, turintys vidurinį išsilavinimą

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą iki 4 metų

		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų		Mokytojai, turintys pedagoginio darbo stažą 4 ir daugiau metų

		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai		Pradinėje  mokykloje dirbantys pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai

		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį		Pensijinio amžiaus mokytojai, turintys ne visą krūvį
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		Primary school teachers with higher education		Primary school teachers with higher education

		Primary school teachers with college education		Primary school teachers with college education

		Primary school teachers with higher pedagogical education		Primary school teachers with higher pedagogical education

		Teachers with college pedagogical education		Teachers with college pedagogical education

		Teachers with secondary education		Teachers with secondary education

		Teachers with pedagogical work experience under 4 year		Teachers with pedagogical work experience under 4 year

		Teachers with over 4 years pedagogical work experience		Teachers with over 4 years pedagogical work experience

		Retirement-age teachers working at primary school		Retirement-age teachers working at primary school

		Part-time teachers of retirement age		Part-time teachers of retirement age
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Table 6.  Academic and pedagogical background
 of the primary school teachers (1998)

2203 (17,39 %)

266 (2,1 %)

1131 (9,1 %)

415 (30,6 %)

1358 (10,8 %)

11540 (91,1 %)

9918  (78,31 %)

2338 (18,45 %)

10067 (79,44 %)
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						Number of teachers working at primary school

		Primary school teachers with higher education		10067		12671		0.7944913582

		Primary school teachers with college education		2338		12671		0.1845158235

		Primary school teachers with higher pedagogical education		9918		12671		0.7827322232

		Teachers with college pedagogical education		2203		12671		0.1738615737

		Teachers with secondary education		266		12671		0.0209928182

		Teachers with pedagogical work experience under 4 year		1131		12671		0.0892589377

		Teachers with over 4 years pedagogical work experience		11540		12671		0.9107410623

		Retirement-age teachers working at primary school		1358		12671		0.1071738616

		Part-time teachers of retirement age		415		1358		0.3055964654

		Pradinės mokyklos mokytojų akademinis ir pedagoginis išsilavinimas (1998 m.)

				Number of teachers working at primary school				Number of teachers working at primary school

		Primary school teachers with higher education		12671		10067		12671

		Primary school teachers with college education		12671		2338		12671

		Primary school teachers with higher pedagogical education		12671		9918		12671

		Teachers with college pedagogical education		12671		2003		12671

		Teachers with higher education		12671		266		12671

		Teachers with pedagogical work experience under 4 years		12671		1131		12671

		Teachers with over 4 years pedagogical work experience		12671		11540		12671

		Retirement-age teachers working at primary school		12671		1358		12671

		Part-time teachers of retirement age		12671		415		12671
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Chart1

		1990		1990		1990

		1993		1993		1993

		1994		1994		1994

		1995		1995		1995

		1996		1996		1996

		1997		1997		1997



in the state primary school

in the state rural primary school

in the non-governmental urban primary school

Pupil per teacher

Table 7.  Pupil-to-teacher ratio in primary school

1:18.1

1:17.2

1:16.9

1:16.8

1:16.9

1:16.7

1:13.21

1:13.4

1:5.1

1:5.3

1:4.8

18.1

17.2

16.9

16.8

13.21

5.1

16.9

13.4

5.3

16.7

4.8



Sheet1

				Pupil per teacher

				1990		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997

		in the state rural primary school								13.21		13.4

		in the state primary school		18.1		17.2		16.9		16.8		16.9		16.7

		in the non-governmental urban primary school								5.1		5.3		4.8
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		pupils remaining for the third year
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53 603 in Lithuania

Table 11.  Pupils remaining for the second year to repeat the course
 in the fourth primary school grade (1998 - 1999)

322
(0,60 %)

55
(0,10 %)

58
(0,11 %)

23
(0,04 %)

53145
(99,15 %)

92

58

55

322

1833.3



Sheet1

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		girls remaining for the second and third year		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		attrition rate		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		pupils remaining for the third year		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		pupils remaining for the second year		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		total number of pupils		5437		5475		5310		5360		total number of pupils

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		5e		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		4e		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		3e		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		2e		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		1e		54373		54752		53109		53603		total number of pupils

				pupils remaining for the third year		girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		88		229		250		798		2072.3				2.5601%		6.6622%		7.2732%		23.2159%		60.2886%

		2 grade		52		86		132		299		2906.2				1.4963%		2.4747%		3.7983%		8.6038%		83.6268%

		3 grade		76		73		120		298		2743.9				2.2954%		2.2048%		3.6244%		9.0006%		82.8747%

		4 grade		92		58		55		322		1833.3				3.8978%		2.4573%		2.3302%		13.6423%		77.6723%

				girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the third year		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		22		329		350		998		52674				0.0405%		0.6051%		0.6437%		1.8355%		96.8753%

		2 grade		13		86		132		299		54222				0.0237%		0.1571%		0.2411%		0.5461%		99.0320%

		3 grade		19		73		120		298		52599				0.0358%		0.1375%		0.2260%		0.5611%		99.0397%

		4 grade		23		58		55		322		53145				0.0429%		0.1082%		0.1026%		0.6007%		99.1456%

																0.04%		0.61%		0.64%		1.84%		96.88%

																0.02%		0.16%		0.24%		0.55%		99.03%

																0.04%		0.14%		0.23%		0.56%		99.04%

																0.04%		0.11%		0.10%		0.60%		99.15%
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Table  8.  Pupils remaining for the second year to repeat the course in the first primary school  grade (1998 - 1999)

998
(1,84 %)

350
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329
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52674
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Sheet1

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		girls remaining for the second and third year		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		attrition rate		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		pupils remaining for the third year		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		pupils remaining for the second year		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second yearantramečiai

		total number of pupils		5437		5475		5310		5360		total number of pupils

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		5e		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		4e		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		3e		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		2e		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		1e		54373		54752		53109		53603		total number of pupils

				pupils remaining for the third year		girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		88		229		250		798		2072.3				2.5601%		6.6622%		7.2732%		23.2159%		60.2886%

		2 grade		52		86		132		299		2906.2				1.4963%		2.4747%		3.7983%		8.6038%		83.6268%

		3 grade		76		73		120		298		2743.9				2.2954%		2.2048%		3.6244%		9.0006%		82.8747%

		4 grade		92		58		55		322		1833.3				3.8978%		2.4573%		2.3302%		13.6423%		77.6723%

				girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the third year		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupilsbendras mokinių skaičius

		1 grade		22		329		350		998		52674				0.0405%		0.6051%		0.6437%		1.8355%		96.8753%

		2 grade		13		86		132		299		54222				0.0237%		0.1571%		0.2411%		0.5461%		99.0320%

		3 grade		19		73		120		298		52599				0.0358%		0.1375%		0.2260%		0.5611%		99.0397%

		4 grade		23		58		55		322		53145				0.0429%		0.1082%		0.1026%		0.6007%		99.1456%

																0.04%		0.61%		0.64%		1.84%		96.88%

																0.02%		0.16%		0.24%		0.55%		99.03%

																0.04%		0.14%		0.23%		0.56%		99.04%

																0.04%		0.11%		0.10%		0.60%		99.15%
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54 752 in Lithuania

Table  10. Pupils remaining for the second year to repeat the course
 in the third primary school grade (1998 - 1999)

52 599
(99,04 %)

19
(0,04 %)

73
(0,14 %)

120
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298
(0,56 %)

76
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120

298

2743.9



Sheet1

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		girls remaining for the second and third year		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		attrition rate		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		pupils remaining for the third year		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		pupils remaining for the second year		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		total number of pupils		5437		5475		5310		5360		total number of pupils

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		5e		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		4e		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		3e		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		2e		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		1e		54373		54752		53109		53603		total number of pupils

				pupils remaining for the third year		girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		88		229		250		798		2072.3				2.5601%		6.6622%		7.2732%		23.2159%		60.2886%

		2 grade		52		86		132		299		2906.2				1.4963%		2.4747%		3.7983%		8.6038%		83.6268%

		3 grade		76		73		120		298		2743.9				2.2954%		2.2048%		3.6244%		9.0006%		82.8747%

		4 grade		92		58		55		322		1833.3				3.8978%		2.4573%		2.3302%		13.6423%		77.6723%

				girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the third year		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		22		329		350		998		52674				0.0405%		0.6051%		0.6437%		1.8355%		96.8753%

		2 grade		13		86		132		299		54222				0.0237%		0.1571%		0.2411%		0.5461%		99.0320%

		3 grade		19		73		120		298		52599				0.0358%		0.1375%		0.2260%		0.5611%		99.0397%

		4 grade		23		58		55		322		53145				0.0429%		0.1082%		0.1026%		0.6007%		99.1456%

																0.04%		0.61%		0.64%		1.84%		96.88%

																0.02%		0.16%		0.24%		0.55%		99.03%

																0.04%		0.14%		0.23%		0.56%		99.04%

																0.04%		0.11%		0.10%		0.60%		99.15%
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		1993 m.		1993 m.		1993 m.

		1994 m.		1994 m.		1994 m.

		1995 m.		1995 m.		1995 m.

		1996 m.		1996 m.		1996 m.

		1997 m.		1997 m.		1997 m.



Expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil as percentage of GNP per capita

Average expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil (LTL)

A share of GNP per capita (LTL)

A share of GNP per capita (LTL)

Expenditure for one general education secondary school student as percentage of GNP per capita

Average expenditure for one general education student  (LTL)

Table 5.  Percentage of expenditure for one general secondary school pupil as a share of GNP per capita
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Sheet1

		+		Expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil as percentage of GNP per capita

				1993 m.		1994 m.		1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		Expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil as percentage of GNP per capita		14.80%		28.50%		31.70%		44.30%		46.50%

		Average expenditure for one general education secondary school pupil (LTL)		0.0438		0.0829		0.0968		0.1428		0.15

		A share of GNP per capita (LTL)		0.3107		0.281		0.2907		0.3049		0.3226

		+		Išlaidos švietimui

				1993 m.		1994 m.		1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		% palyginti su bendra Nacionalinio biud�eto išlaidu suma		20.10%		21.80%		21.80%		22.80%		25.60%

		Expenditure for education (LTL)		438		829		968		1428		1500

				3107		2810		2907		3049		3226
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		pupils remaining for the third year

		girls remaining for the second and third year

		attrition rate

		pupils remaining for the second year

		total number of pupils
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54222 
      in Lithuania

Table 9. Pupils remaining for the second year to repeat the course
 in the second primary school grade (1998 - 1999)

299
(0,55 %)

132
(0,24 %)

86
(0,16 %)

13
(0,02 %)

54222
(99,03 %)

52

86

132

299

2906.2



Sheet1

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1 grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		girls remaining for the second and third year		22		13		19		23		girls remaining for the second and third year

		attrition rate		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		pupils remaining for the third year		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		pupils remaining for the second year		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		total number of pupils		5437		5475		5310		5360		total number of pupils

				Antramečiavimas pradinės mokyklos klasėje (1998/99 m.m.)

				1grade		2 grade		3 grade		4 grade

		5e		22		13		19		23		pupils remaining for the second and third year

		4e		329		86		73		58		attrition rate

		3e		350		132		120		55		pupils remaining for the third year

		2e		998		299		298		322		pupils remaining for the second year

		1e		54373		54752		53109		53603		total number of pupils

				pupils remaining for the third year		girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		88		229		250		798		2072.3				2.5601%		6.6622%		7.2732%		23.2159%		60.2886%

		2 grade		52		86		132		299		2906.2				1.4963%		2.4747%		3.7983%		8.6038%		83.6268%

		3 grade		76		73		120		298		2743.9				2.2954%		2.2048%		3.6244%		9.0006%		82.8747%

		4 grade		92		58		55		322		1833.3				3.8978%		2.4573%		2.3302%		13.6423%		77.6723%

				girls remaining for the second and third year		attrition rate		pupils remaining for the third year		pupils remaining for the second year		total number of pupils

		1 grade		22		329		350		998		52674				0.0405%		0.6051%		0.6437%		1.8355%		96.8753%

		2 grade		13		86		132		299		54222				0.0237%		0.1571%		0.2411%		0.5461%		99.0320%

		3 grade		19		73		120		298		52599				0.0358%		0.1375%		0.2260%		0.5611%		99.0397%

		4 grade		23		58		55		322		53145				0.0429%		0.1082%		0.1026%		0.6007%		99.1456%

																0.04%		0.61%		0.64%		1.84%		96.88%

																0.02%		0.16%		0.24%		0.55%		99.03%

																0.04%		0.14%		0.23%		0.56%		99.04%

																0.04%		0.11%		0.10%		0.60%		99.15%
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Table 2. Newly admitted schoolchildren of a particular age group as percentage of the total of the pupils admitted
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				Naujai įstojusių į pradinės mokyklos pirmą klasę nustatyto amžiaus vaikų procentas nuo bendro įstojusiųjų vaikų skačiaus

				1995		1996		1997		1996		1996		1996		1997		1997		1997

		total		56047		53920		56634		23		19		23

		number of pupils admittted of a particular age group		61305		50648		52542

		number of pupils admitted in urban areas		39003		37536		38883		58		73		58

		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in urban areas		35908		35195		36638

		number of pupils admitted in rural areas		17044		16384		16751		55		120		55

		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in rural areas		15394		15453		15904

				Total		total number of pupils of a particular age group		total number of pupils admitted in urban areas		total number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in urban areas		total number of pupils admitted in rural areas		total number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in rural areas

		1995		56047		61305		39003		35908		17044		15394

		1996		53920		50648		37536		35195		16384		15453

		1997		56634		52542		38883		36638		16751		15904

				total		number of pupils admitted of a particular age group		number of pupils admitted in urban areas		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in urban areas		number of pupils admitted in rural areas		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in rural areas

		1995		5604.7		6130.5		3900.3		3590.8		1704.4		1539.4

		1996		5392		5064.8		3753.6		3519.5		1638.4		1545.3

		1997		5663.4		5254.2		3888.3		3663.8		1675.1		1590.4		1997

				Naujai įstojusių į pradinės mokyklos pirmą klasę nustatyto amžiaus vaikų procentas nuo bendro įstojusiųjų vaikų skačiaus

				number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in1997		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in 1997

		Total		56047		51305		53920		50648		56634		52542

		in urban areas		39003		35908		37536		35195		38883		36638

		in rural areas		17044		15394		16384		15453		16751		15904

				Total		Total1		in urban areas		in urban areas1		in rural areas1		in rural areas 1

		number of pupils admitted 1995		56047		51305		39003		35908		17044		15394

		number of pupils admitted 1996		53920		50648		37536		35195		16384		15453

		number of pupils admitted in 1997		56634		52542		38883		36638		16751		15904

		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in 1997														number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1997

																in rural areas		in rural areas		in rural areas

		number of pupils of a particular age group admitted in 1995														17044		16384		16751

																15394		15453		15904

				number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1997		number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1997

				in Lithuania		in Lithuania		in Lithuania		in urban areas		inurban areas		in urban areas

		total		56047		53920		56634		39003		37536		38883

		of a particular age group		51305		50648		52542		35908		35195		36638

				number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1995		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1996		number of pupils admitted in 1997		number of pupils admitted in 1997		number of pupils admitted in 1997

				in Lithuania		in urban areas		in rural areas		in Lithuania		In urban areas		in rural areas		in Lithuania		in urban areas		in rural areas

		total		56047		39003		17044		53920		37536		16384		56634		38883		16751

		of a particular age group		51305		35908		15394		50648		35195		15453		52542		36638		15904
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Expenditure for education (thous. LTL)

Table 4.   Expenditure for education

530554

947415

1350390

1712880

2206077

0.201

0.0530554

0.218

0.0947415

0.218

0.135039

0.228

0.171288

0.256

0.2206077



Sheet1

		+		Expenditure for education

				1993 m.		1994 m.		1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		As compared to the total expenditure of the National Budget		20.10%		21.80%		21.80%		22.80%		25.60%

		Expenditure for education (thous. LTL)		0.0530554		0.0947415		0.135039		0.171288		0.2206077

		+		Expenditure for education

				1993 m.		1994 m.		1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		Percentage as compared to the total expenditure of the National Budget		20.10%		21.80%		21.80%		22.80%		25.60%

		Expenditure for education (thous.LTL)		530554		947415		1350390		1712880		2206077
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Number of the children newly admitted to the non-governmental schools

Total number of particular age-group children admitted

Table 3.  Children of a particular age group newly admitted to the non-governmental schools as percentage of the total of pupils admitted
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				1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		Number of the children newly admitted to the non-governmental schools		51305		50648		52542

		Total number of particular age-group children admitted		174		222		242

		Naujai įstojusių į nevalstybines mokyklas nustatyto mokyklinio amžiaus vaikų procentas nuo bendro įstojusiųjų skaičiaus
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		1990 m.		1990 m.		1990 m.

		1993 m.		1993 m.		1993 m.

		1994 m.		1994 m.		1994 m.

		1995 m.		1995 m.		1995 m.

		1996 m.		1996 m.		1996 m.

		1997 m.		1997 m.		1997 m.



Total in Lithuania

urban areas

rural areas

Table 1.  Junior children (3-6 years old) participating in the pre-school education programmes as percentage of the total of children of the same age group
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				Jaunesniojo am�iaus vaikai (3-6m.), dalyvaujantys ikimokyklinese ugdymo programose (palyginti su atitinkamo am�iaus vaiku skaiciumi;procentas

				1990 m.		1993 m.		1994 m.		1995 m.		1996 m.		1997 m.

		Total in Lithuania		49.90%		29.40%		37.80%		41.70%		43.60%		68.50%

		urban areas		58.60%		30.10%		34.50%		36.20%		40.00%		49.40%

		rural areas		20.80%		5.50%		7.00%		8.60%		9.00%		14.60%

				4990.00%		2940.00%		3780.00%		4170.00%		4360.00%		6850.00%

				5860.00%		3010.00%		3450.00%		3620.00%		4000.00%		4940.00%

				2080.00%		550.00%		700.00%		860.00%		900.00%		1460.00%
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