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IT’S NOT JUST A SUMMER JOB

A.P.P.L.E. is probably best known for its summer in-
service seminars that have taken place since 1991. Each
year about 1,000 Lithuanian teachers attend two-week
sessions conducted by 75-80 educators, mostly from North
America. Despite the success of these programs, the
A.P.P.L.E. leadership has always been concerned that ru-
ral areas and smaller towns are not as well represented as
they should be. Therefore, during the last few years
A.P.P.L.E. has sponsored several lecturers who have con-
ducted workshops and seminars at various times during
the year at Teacher Centers around the country. These
include Dr. Karl Janowitz (special education), Dr. Phil
Taylor (communication), Dr. Joe Kalla (school teams),
Walt Serbent (improvement of instruction), Irena Gedris
and Vida Anton (elementary education), Dr. Roger
Folstrom and Emilija Sakadolskis (music), Corinne Levin
(teacher centers).

According to Walter Serbent, A.P.P.L.E.’s vice presi-
dent for public relations, it is apparent that these types of
programs draw a different type of audience and are more
successfully reaching into rural areas. An analysis of those
attending these “satellite” courses revealed that under 10%
of participating teachers and approximately 15% of the
school administrators had attended our summer in-ser-
vices. Many are unwilling or unable to spend time during
their summer vacations for events that often incur room,
board, and travel costs out of the teachers’ pockets.

Here are some recent highlights that may inspire oth-
ers to consider traveling to Lithuania during the school
year for a very different and rewarding encounter with
Lithuania’s educators and schools.

StAFF DEVELOPMENT FOR RURAL SCHOOLS

Veteran A.P.P.L.E. presenters Walter Serbent and Dr.
Joe Kalla teamed up to offer a new and unique pilot project
that involved one-week workshops at each of three Re-
gional Teacher Centers at Alytus, Anyksciai and Kaunas

with the assistance of Regina Klepaciene, who was then
the Director of Teacher Training and In-service at the Min-
istry of Education and Science.

About 95 teachers and principals were involved in
the process. Teams from a particular school usually con-
sisted of an administrator and four or five teachers. The
goal was to increase the skill level of the participants in
improving their school programs by using strategic plan-
ning techniques to construct focused “Action Plans.” Team
skill-building activities provided opportunities for mem-
bers of the teams to:

1. Develop personal and group communication skills;
2. Understand how teams function;

3. Obtain relevant data;

4. Acquire problem-solving competencies;

5. Construct personal and group “Action Plans” re-
lated to improving their own school programs.

Individuals who enrolled and were not members of a
school team were placed in small groups that participated
in the same activities and then constructed their own per-
sonal improvement “Action Plans.”

The first session took place June 17-21 at the Kaunas
Region Teacher Center, which serves the schools located
outside the city of Kaunas, and was ably organized by the
Region’s Education Director Antanas Bagdonas and the
Teacher Center Director Laima Ruzgiene. Vilma Backiute
of the Center staff and a veteran of A.P.P.L.E. Summer
in-services provided interpreting services. Thirty-four
principals and assistant principals from over 20 village
schools attended.

The second week was spent at the Alytus Region
Teacher Center. Teams of administrators and teachers from
the villages of Baininkai, Kumeciai, Kumenai,
Mergalaukis, Parecenai and Rimenai developed their own
school improvement “Action plans” to be implemented
during the 1996-97 school year. The Region’s Education
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Mikulskis and Region Supervisor Lina Andruleviciene
provided the support necessary to make the program a
success. Local teachers Sigute Miklusiene and Onute
Stankeviciute shared the interpreting responsibilities.

The last week in Lithuania was at the Anyksciai
Teacher Center, headed by Irena Andrukaitiene. Again
the reception and organization were superb. Two teams
from schools in Anyksciai were joined by a mix of over
20 administrators and teachers from village schools in the
region. Vida Duleviciene was the interpreter.

The three-week project could not have succeeded
without the tremendous amount of work done by the
Lithuanian educators who assumed the responsibility for
organizing each segment. The professional sharing with
the participants was beyond description. Most of the par-
ticipants were dependent on bus travel to and from their
villages each day because most do not own cars. Bus
schedules dictated the times workshops could occur. Some
spent an hour traveling each way to participate.

THANKSGIVING IN LITHUANIA

Raundone, Lanciunava, Skudutiskis, Linkauciai,
Deltuva and Ariogala are some of the village schools from
the regions of Jurbarkas, Kedainiai, Moletai, Panevezys,
Raseiniai and Ukmerge that sent administrator and teacher
teams to the A.P.P.L.E.-sponsored workshops at the
Kedainiai Teacher Center during the week of November
25-29. Over 60 Lithuanian educators on 11 school teams
participated. The sessions were the result of planning that
started in the summer of 1995 when Lora Juniaviciute,
Director of the Kedainiai Teacher Center, and Dr. Joe Kalla
met to discuss such a program. The Kedainiai Teacher
Center has been one of the most energetic in the country
in offering staff development programs for schools in its
region. Lora and her staff members Ruta Tiskuviene and
Eligija Vencloviene organized the program. The interpret-
ers who were so important in making the program a suc-
cess were Asta Paulauskaite and Laimutis Subacius, En-
glish majors from the Kedainiai Jonuso Radvilos College.
This was just one illustration of the cooperative efforts
generated by Lithuanian Teacher Centers to make staff
development efforts so effective.

The workshop theme chosen by the Center was “Stra-
tegic Planning.” Teams worked on:

1. Team-building skills;
2. Problem solving techniques and strategies;
3. School improvement “Action Plans.”

At the conclusion of the Kedainiai program Dr. Kalla
traveled to the Alytus Teacher Center to meet with six
village administrator/teacher teams for a follow-up on how
the teams were progressing on the “Action Plans” devel-
oped during the June workshop. All six groups actively
shared their strengths and difficulties. All learned from
each other.

The next day was spent visiting the Svencionys

Zemaicio School and the new Svencionys Teacher Cen-
ter, which was established with the urging and support of
A.P.P.L.E. The Center has already hosted several regional
staff development activities.

MUSICIANS BRAVE THE WINTER SNOWS

American educators are not the only ones talking
“Standards” these days. Nearly all subject areas in Lithua-
nia now have drafts of Standards, which are being con-
sidered and revised. This is a new concept in the Lithuanian
educational system, where programs were “handed down”
from the Ministry and covered even the fine details of
daily lesson plans. Today there are more moves to en-
courage individual approaches to achieving the same goals
that are expressed as Standards.

Vytis Buivydavicus, director of the Music Education
Center in Vilnius invited Emilija Sakadolskis to team-teach
a workshop on Standards in Music Education with Center
staff member, composer, text-book author Arunas Dikcius.
Mr. Dikcius, one of the Music Standards authors, was also
part of last summer’s pilot attempt to include Lithuanian
lecturers on our staff.

Nearly 30 music teachers, administrators and teacher
trainers from all over Lithuania participated in the week-
long workshop January 27-31. Emilija Sakadolskis re-
viewed the history, reasons and philosophy behind the
development of Music Standards in the United States,
while Arunas Dikcius presented the background of
Lithuanian Standards development. Participants also
learned of the importance of effective PR and “conditions
for learning” if the implementation of Standards is to be
taken seriously. Major rethinking of assessment in music
is also in order so that children are actually evaluated based
on the new standards.

Along with theory, participants engaged in practical,
“hands-on” activities based on each of the six proposed
Standards: They composed, analyzed, evaluated, listened,
danced, discussed in cooperative group situations. Finally,
teams created their own radio shows incorporating the
experiences of the entire week. Many commented that they
had never participated in an in-service of such intensity.

SpEcIAL ED EMPHASIZES FOLLOW-UPS

A.PP.LE. veteran Dr. Karl Janowitz spent a week-
and-a-half in Lithuania, beginning April 23. At the invi-
tation of Prof. Albinas Bagdonas of the University of
Vilnius, he worked with students majoring in social work
and psychology. The main thrust was working with fami-
lies of children with disabilities to come up with viable
alternatives to the existing institutional structure. Together
with Tony Erichetti (also an A.P.P.L.E. lecturer who spent
five days in Vilnius), they examined the kind of support
that is necessary for families of children with needs to be
fully integrated into the community. Dr. Janowitz com-
mented on the intensity of the sessions and how seriously
the students took their work. Particularly memorable was
the work of a student who runs an agency that cares for
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Homelessness, more prevalent in recent years, is now be-
ing addressed much more seriously.

After the seminar in Vilnius, Dr. Janowitz traveled to
Kaunas, where he worked with Dr. Algirdas Grigonis and
a group of regular classroom teachers interested in inte-
grating children with special needs into their classrooms.
‘When Dr. Janowitz returns to Lithuania this summer, one
of the A.P.P.L.E. satellite seminars will be organized for
this group of teachers from Kaunas. The second-week
Kaunas session will be for special education teachers who
attended last summer’s seminars.

Dr. Grigonis is very interested in establishing an
A.P.P.L.E. teacher center specializing in meeting special
education needs in Kaunas and has already collected a
great deal of material—much of it through the offices of
Dr. Janowitz. Anyone wishing to donate special ed mate-
rials may send them to Dr. Algirdas Grigonis, Pakuonio
g. 24-1, Kaunas 3016, Lithuania; or contact Dr. Karl
Janowitz, 219 Catharine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147,
tel. 215-627-1693.

—Walter Serbent, Dr. Joseph Kalla,
Emilija Sakadolskis, and Karl Janowitz

WHAT ARE THE STATISTICAL
PROBABILITIES?

Kelly McKay was a lively and creative member of
the A.P.P.L.E. faculty during the summer of 1993 when
she taught in Klaipeda and Birstonas. We still get letters
from applicants who seem to be persuaded by her that
A.P.P.LE. is the thing to do in the summer.

In 1995 she accepted a music-teaching position at the
International School in Manila (ISM), the Philippines.
Here’s an excerpt from one of her first letters: “I finally
met one of the other music teachers today. We went out
to lunch and then went back to her house. I was browsing
through her books and noticed a book titled Lithuania. 1
knew she was from Eastern Europe, but I didn’t think she
was from Lithuania . . . . “‘Why do you have this book?’
And then she told me she was in a program called

Mooha! She was in A.P.P.L.E. in 1992! She’s worked at
ISM for one year, and in June of 1994 adopted a Russian
child, a boy 8 years old.”

Our COLLEAGUE, THE NOTED
AUTHOR

Congratulations to Dr. Wendell Mayo, who has won
the 1996 Premio Aztlan literary prize for his collection of
short stories, Centaur of the North. The prize honors lit-
erary excellence in works that explore aspects of Chicano
culture. Wendell wrote the stories over a period of six

years, expressing a struggle to understand the historical,
cultural and individual consequences of managing two
cultures. The critic at the New York Times wrote, “Evok-
ing a visceral intensity . . . the power of these stories lies
.. . in the strength of their roots in a particular place.”

Wendell has been a very active member of our lan-
guage arts faculty for several years, most recently in the
capacity of strand coordinator. This coming summer he
will'be the program director for the Alanta A.P.P.L.E. in-
service site.

For more information, write to: Arte Publico Press,
University of Houston, Houston, TX 77204-2090; tel. 1-
800-633-ARTE.

SUMMER PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY

This year it was the A.P.P.L.E. New Jerseyans who
hosted the annual spring planning session for summer in-
services. On April 5 and 6 most of the strand coordinators
representing various subject areas met at the Lithuanian
parish of Sts. Peter and Paul in Elizabeth, NJ to work out
the fine details.

Vaiva Vebra, Emilija Sakadolskis and Juozas
Karmuza reported on their February advance planning trip.
to Lithuania, where they met with officials from the Min-
istry of Education and Science and other institutions, in-
cluding the Soros Foundation. They also traveled to the
towns of Taurage, Alytus and Druskininkai to look over
possible new sites.

The dates and sites chosen for this summer are: July
7-18 in Vilnius and Taurage; July 21-August 1 in
Druskininkai and Alanta. Each of the four places will host
six or seven strands of 30 students. The faculty should
consist of approximately 75-80 lecturers. The Alanta site
will specifically target the teachers of Southeastern Lithua-
nia, where financial, ethnic and political factors have
played a large role in the lack of integration of this area
into the educational mainstream of Lithuania. Three of
the sites will be funded by the Ministry of Science and
education in cooperation with local school districts and
municipal governments. The Alanta site is funded by
A.P.P.LE., which receives generous grants from the
Lithuanian National Foundation, the Lithuanian Founda-
tion and other organizations for the purpose of bolstering
educational change in Southeastern Lithuania.

The strands included in this year’s program were de-
termined through discussion with the regional teacher cen-
ter directors and other educators and finalized during the
planning meeting in Lithuania in February. There are
twenty in all: World History, Political Science, Civics,
Language Arts, Math With Computers, Hands on Science,
Assessment in Music, 20th Century Music in the Class-
room, The Arts for Elementary Teachers, Social Sciences
for Elementary Teachers, Language Arts for Elementary
Teachers, Issues in Elementary education, Religion and
Ethics, Issues in Catholic Schools, Technology as a Teach-




[image: image4.jpg]ing Tool, Special Education, Agricultural Education Cur-
riculum Planning, Educational Administration, Adoles-
cent Psychology for Homeroom Teachers, and English as
a Foreign Language.

In response to numerous suggestions and requests last
summer, the general lectures will focus on one of two is-
sues: Assessment, to be presented by Dr. Gail Tomala,
and Integrated Curriculum—Dr. Susan Snyder.

All in attendance at the planning session were brim-
ming over with creative ideas, and the summer promises
to be exciting. Because a good proportion of the faculty
are “returnees,” we can expect much more emphasis on
depth than breadth, which is precisely what the Lithuanians
have been requesting. With each passing year, the pro-
grams become more focused, zeroing in on very specific

issues of interest to Lithuania’s educators.

Many thanks to our New Jersey colleagues Vida
Anton, Rimas Bitenas, Ilona Laucius and Julius Veblaitis,
who did a wonderful job of housing, feeding, transport-
ing and entertaining those in attendance. The North Caro-
lina contingent were so inspired that they offered to host
next Spring’s planning session. (Yes, Katie and Myra,
you’re on record!)

THE BOARD MEETS IN NEW
JERSEY

The spring planning session is also an opportunity
for the A.P.P.L.E. Board of Directors to meet and discuss
policy, finances and future plans. In attendance were board

SuPPORT YOUR CENTER

The growth of the Teacher Center movement in
Lithuania since 1991 has had great impact on staff
development and resource availability. Whether it’s
an established successful center, such as the ones at
Kedainiai or Marijampole, or a new one, as in
Svencionys, the Centers are becoming the key agen-
cies for brokering a multitude of new programs. They
maintain close contact with the people that they serve
and are very creative and flexible in using the re-
sources to which they have access.

A.P.P.LE. has been quite instrumental in the es-
tablishing and development of many of the existing
centers. Ideas initially developed by librarian Regina
Petrauskas of Clark's Summit, Pennsylvania, together
with the continuing mentorship of Corinne Levin of
the New Haven (Connecticut) Teacher Center have
been invaluable. Two groups of Lithuanian educa-
tors have come to the United States under the spon-
sorship of the United States Information Agency, with
the intent of gathering materials and ideas for estab-
lishing teacher centers at home.

If you are traveling to Lithuania or have the pos-
sibility of sending materials to one of them—please
do so! (Unfortunately, A.P.P.L.E. does not have the
financial capability to do so.) Videos, professionals
books, journals, computer software and hardware, and
any other learning materials are greatly appreciated.

A.P.P.LE. tries to keep track of the gifts that are
donated to the centers so that we can better channel
resources when we receive inquiries about what
should be sent and where. Please drop us a line tell-
ing us what you have donated and to whom. If you’re
not sure where your materials would be most useful,
we’ll try to direct you to the most appropriate center.

Here’s a partial list of the teacher centers that we know
about. We’ll keep you posted about new additions.

A.P.P.L.E. mokytoju centras
{The A.P.P.L.E. teacher center}
Dir. M. Speiciene

Didlaukio 82

Vilnius, Lithuania

Tel: (2) 77-86-91

Alytaus rajono mokytoju svietimo centras
{Alytus regional teacher center}

Dir. S. Mikulskas

Vytauto 20

4580, Alytus, Lithuania

Anyksciu A. Vienuolio vid. m-klos mokytoju
svietimo centras

{Anyksciai teacher center}

Dir. I. Andrukaitiene

J. Biliuno 31

4930, Anyksciai, Lithuania
root@vienuol.ank.soros.lt

Jurbarko mokytoju svietimo centras
{Jurbarkas teacher center}

Dir. K. Vanciene

Viduno 19

4430, Jurbarkas, Lithuania

Kauno miesto mokytoju svietimo centras
{Kaunas city teacher center}

Dir. E. Rupsys

Vytauto pr. 44

3000, Kaunas, Lithuania
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Gita Kupcinskas, Amanda Muliolis, Emilija Sakadolskis,
and officers Vaiva Vebra (executive director), Julius
Veblaitis (secretary), Walter Serbent (vp for public rela-
tions) and Danguole Vodopalas (legal counsel).

One-third of the board members were up for re-elec-
tion. Ritone Rudaitis, Violeta Gedgaudas, and Irana Gedris
were voted into office for three years. Officers Vebra,
Veblaitis and Serbent were reelected, and Jane Serbent
was newly voted in as treasurer, replacing Diana Walzer
who has done an exemplary job for three years.

THE JOY OF GIVING IS RECEIVING

The annual Scholarship Drive is upon us, and we hope
that you open your hearts and pockets to this very suc-

cessful program. Because of budgetary constraints, many
Lithuanian school districts are no longer covering the cost
of room and board for our summer in-service.participants.
The scholarships help pay part of those costs, and consid-
ering the salaries of teachers, every bit is appreciated.

Those of you who give will also receive. Next fall
look for a letter from the teacher(s) whom you sponsored.
The more you give, the more you’ll receive! One of our
members sponsored five teachers and received five lovely
letters. Here’s a sampling of his mail (in translation):

“I am genuinely impressed with the A.P.P.L.E. semi-
nars—the organizers, the leaders, the participants, and the
wealth of information in which I became immersed. I teach
pedagogy at the Lithuanian Institute of Physical Educa-
tion. I am also a doctoral student . . . . My work with
students gives me great moral satisfaction. I came to the

Kauno rajono mokytoju svietimo centras
{Kaunas regional teacher center}

Dir. L. Ruzgiene

Saules 12

3000, Kaunas, Lithuania

Kedainiu mokytoju svietimo centras
{Kedainiai teacher center}

Dir. L. Juniaviciute

Senoji 7

5030 Kedainiai, Lithuania
root@svsk.ked.soros.lt

Marijampoles svietimo centras
{Marijampole teacher center}

Dir. A. Kuncaitiene

P. Butlerienes 3

4520, Marijampole, Lithuania

Moletu mokytoju svietimo centras
{Moletai teacher center}

Dir. N. Zabuleniene

Vilniaus 44

4150, Moletai, Lithuania

Tel., fax (30) 51-052

e-mail: Daiva@kltsv.mlt.soros.lt

Muzikos svietimo centras
{Music education center}

Dir. V. Buivydavicius
Zygimantu 4

2600, Vilnius, Lithuania

Tel: (2) 22-25-91 or 22-15 83

Pakruojo rajono mokytoju svietimo centras
{Pakruojis regional teacher center}
Dir. R, Jeciute

Vytauto Didziojo 63
5220, Pakruojis, Lithuania

Panevezio rajono mokytoju svietimo centras
{Panevezys regional teacher center}

Dir. S. Kriukiene

Vasario 16-tosios 27

5300, Panevezys, Lithuania

Specialiosios pedagogikos mokytoju centras
{Special eduction teacher center—planned }
c/o Dr. A. Grigonis

Pakuonio 24-1

3016, Kaunas, Lithuania

Svencioniu Rytu Lietuvos mokytoju centras
{Svencionys teacher center for Easten Lithuania}
Dir. K. Stuikys

c/o Zemaicio vidurine mokykla

Adutiskio 18

4730 Svencionys, Lithuania

Tel. (17) 51-112

dinda@zzvm.sven.soros.lt

Taurages apskrities mokytoju svietimo centras
{Taurage regional teacher center}

Dir. V. Brazdeikis

c/o Taurages zemes ukio mokykla

Aerodromo 7

5920 Taurage, Lithuania

Tel. (46) 53-196, Fax. (46) 54-779

e-mail: brazd @expert.osf.lt

Ukmerges mokytoju svietimo centras
{Ukmerge teacher center}

Dir. Z. Liumparaite

Vienuolio 17

4140, Ukmerge, Lithuania
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hope, and my expectations were satisfied. I wholeheart-
edly thank the Americans who did their job with such
dedication and good will.”

Ilona from Kaunas

“I am a biology and chemistry teacher and I work as
the director of a Children’s Rights Advocacy Center. So
much information is needed in working with children and
making decisions regarding their education, nurturing
them, and solving problems of everyday living! I receive
that kind of information at the A.P.P.L.E. seminars, which
I am attending for the fourth time. American educators
generously share their knowledge and their thoughts; they
teach us the art of communication, of love and smiles for
children; they help us find answers to the questions that
confront us. And there are so many after so many years of
occupation! . . . May God bless you!”

Stefanija from Jurbarkas

“I’'m the assistant director of a nursery-kindergarten
for visually impaired children aged 2-7. This summer five
educators from our school got into the A.P.P.L.E. semi-
nar, although twice as many tried . . . . The seminar not
only gave us educational and psychological information,
but also we had a chance to meet others and broaden our
horizons. I spent part of my vacation time at the seminar,
but I must say that this was one of the most pleasant vaca-
tions I’ve experienced. I can tell you now that if there’s a
possibility in the future, I won’t miss the chance to par-
ticipate.”

Laima from Klaipeda

“I work at a Children’s Home and am responsible for
curriculum and programs. There are 80 children at this
home. Most of the parents are alcoholics and have com-
pletely neglected their children. Parents of three of the
children have died. I will share the material I received at
the seminar with the 20 teachers who work at this center.
The lecturers from America gave us a lot of interesting
material, showed us a great deal of new methodology. Your
help to Lithuanian teachers is real, and it is useful.”

Aldona from Jonava

“For two weeks the American teachers shared their
experience with incredible warmth. This was my first
APP.L.E. seminar. It was like water from a living well
that gave me strength and ideas. How can I thank these
people who show that they care for Lithuania? I suppose
there’s only one way to do this: to share this information
with my colleagues and to apply it in my work with the
little citizens of Lithuania. I've been a teacher for 18 years
and work with children from 3 to 7 years of age. For the
third year I have been using the Montessori method. Ma-
terials are expensive, so we make our own. . . . May God
help and bless you in your endeavors.”

Irena from Kretinga

So don’t delay. Use the form in this bulletin to reach
out and touch a teacher.

MYTH AND REALITY

TIMSS STUDY UNDERSCORES THE NEED FOR
ASSESSMENT TOOLS

The first achievement results from the Third Interna-
tional Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) were an-
nounced at the end of 1996. With 44 countries participat-
ing and with data on half a million students, this has been
the largest, most comprehensive and most rigorous inter-
national study of schools and students ever.

TIMSS is significant not only because of its scope
and magnitude, but also because of innovations in design.
It was not limited to simple score comparisons but also
included multiple methodologies to examine fundamen-
tal elements of schooling, analyses of textbooks and cur-
ricula, videotapes, and ethnographic case studies. TIMSS
shows not only test results, but also what is included in
textbooks, what is taught in the schools, and what is learned
by students.

The countries participating in the study were: Ar-
gentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Colombia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, En-
gland, France, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, Holland,
Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Japan,
Korea, Kuwait, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, New Zealand,
Norway, the Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Scot-
land, Singapore, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, and the
United States.

Since A.P.P.L.E.’s beginnings many Lithuanian edu-
cators have been asking us why we bring math and sci-
ence teachers to Lithuania when these are the subject ar-
eas that need no fixing. Our hosts have pointed to the many
Lithuanian winners of international competitions and re-
minded us of the sorry state of math and science in the
United States. They agreed that computer exposure was
lacking in Lithuania, and that inadequate laboratory fa-
cilities make hands-on learning more challenging, so those
are the areas on which A.P.P.L.E. concentrated. Then re-
ality hit the proverbial fan. The TIMSS results were pub-
licly disseminated in Lithuania at the beginning of 1997,
creating a bit of a shock wave. In all possible categories
Lithuania scored no higher than 40th. South Africa, Co-
lombia, Portugal, and sometimes Kuwait are the only coun-
tries that scored lower. A particular source of consterna-
tion was the fact that neighboring Latvia and Russia scored
consistently higher than Lithuania.

TIMSS was administered to children of age 9, 13, and
graduating 12-th graders, but the main focus of the test
was on the 13-year-old group, which in most cases en-
compasses grades 7 and 8. The report published in Lithua-
nia reports only on this group. Math and science test items
were multiple-choice and short-answer, as well as open-
ended problem-solving situations. The sample consisted
of randomly selected math and science classes, rather than
randomly selected students. Teachers and principals of
the selected classes also filled out questionnaires about
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had been taught. The math areas tested included: arith-
metic, geometry, algebra, probability, measurement and
proportion. The science areas tested were: geography, bi-
ology, physics, chemistry, and earth science/ecology.

The published Lithuanian report includes some sample
test items. It is quite telling that on those questions that
required simple measurement or calculation, the
Lithuanian students performed right around the mean. It
was the questions that required application skills that re-
sulted in sharply lower than expected results. For example,
eighth graders were asked the following question: A cake
is placed into the oven at 7:20 hrs. When must the cake be
removed, if the required baking time is three-quarters of
an hour? Only 36.8% of the tested Lithuanian eighth grad-
ers answered the question correctly. For comparison pur-
poses: 71% of all eighth graders participating in the study
answered the question correctly; 60.8% of the Russian
students, 80.5% of the Norwegian students, and 83.8 of
the Czech students.

Another interesting set of statistics: only 0.3% of the
Lithuanian seventh graders participating in the science
study reached the 10th percentile; 3.3% attained the 25th
percentile; and only 15.9% reached the 50th percentile.
(In comparison 16.6% of American students scored at the
10th percentile; 34.1% at the 25th; and 58.5% at the 50th
percentile.)

The study actually took place in 1994 and 1995, so
Lithuanian educators did have an idea of what was going
on much earlier. In an article titled “The Lithuanian
School, a Sociological Cross-section: Another Soviet-era
Myth Crumbles,” published in the Lithuanian daily news-
paper Lietuvos Aidas (September 14, 1995), Edmundas
Lekevicius of the Pedagogical Research Institute stated
that Lithuanian and Latvian 3rd and 4th graders performed
quite acceptably because the new elementary programs
were comparable to Western programs. However, by the
time these pupils got to be in the 7th and 8th grades they
became “outsiders.” They knew nothing about atoms and
molecules, about energy, astronomy, and about how sci-
entists think and process information. Lithuanian programs
are much less geared to practical application. According
to Lekevicius, “Westerners require competence from their
students while we require knowledge. Competence is not
possible without knowledge, while knowledge does not
mean competence.” Lack of hands-on learning/manipu-
lation as well as emphasis on breadth rather than depth
were also mentioned as other possible causes.

For each test item teachers were asked whether they
had taught material that would help their students answer
that particular question. The possible choices for those
answering NO were: (1) according to the curriculum, this
is taught in an'earlier grade; (2) although this topic is in
my curriculum, I do not teach it; (3) according to the cur-
riculum, this is taught in a later grade; (4) as far as I know,
this is not included in the curriculum; (5) I do not know
whether this topic is taught in any grade. In most cases

teachers chose response No. 1. In other words, the assump-
tion can be made that many teachers feel little responsi-
bility for assuring that previously presented material has
indeed been learned.

In general, American students scored slightly higher
than the mean in science, doing best in the earth sciences
and environmental studies. They scored at or slightly be-
low the mean in the math portion. Most of the other G7
country results were similar to that of the U.S. At the top
of the heap were Germany and the Asian countries, headed
by Japan.

The result of the study in Lithuania can be found in
the 1997 Lithuanian language publication: Trecioji
tarptautine matematikos ir gamtos mokslu studija: 7-8 kl.
moksleiviu tyrimo statistine ataskaita, published by the
Center for Informatics and Prognosis at the Ministry of
Education and Science. Also, those interested in the study
can visit the National Center for Educational Statistics
TIMSS Website at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/timss which
contains information focusing mainly on the U.S. results.

In response, this summer our science strand in Vilnius
will be focusing on hands-on science for middle-school
students. Also, administrators of the Lithuanian study have
agreed to present their findings to the math and science
strands, which will be meeting in Vilnius and
Druskininkai. The collapse of a myth is never pleasant,
but facing the reality of the emergent information allows
us to find new solutions through partnership. That is what
we’re all about.

WHAT CAN YOU BUY FOR $30 v 19972

YOU CAN CHANGE THE LIFE OF A LITHUANIAN
TEACHER!

Our object with the A.P.P.L.E. Teacher Seminars has
been to assist in the reformation of Lithuania’s educational
infrastructure, as she rejoins the community of nations and is
reborn in democracy and freedom. The unfortunate reality is
that the cost of transportation and lodging for the Seminar is
a real—but unnecessary—obstacle to participation. In the
past we have asked our members to sponsor Lithuanian teach-
ers. In return, those who received scholarships wrote per-
sonal letters to their sponsors, providing a firsthand account
of the influence that the Seminar experience had on their
lives and professional development.

These letters confirmed our hopes—and the promise of
our headline.

‘We hope to provide a scholarship to every participant
this year, and we believe that we can cover a good deal of
their costs for $30 each. If you sponsored a teacher last year,
you know the value that was received. If you didn’t, this is
your chance to find out. Consider honoring a friend with this
special gift, giving a scholarship in his or her name. You will
be making a difference! Please send scholarship donations
to: A.P.P.L.E. at Box 617, Durham, CT 06422. We can reach
so many more people with your help.
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