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WaAT’s NEw WitH A.P.P.L.E.?

We never thought of A.P.P.L.E. in terms of “five-year
plans.” We lunged through a gate opened to us in 1990 by
history, or by the new Ministers of the Republic of Lithuania.
We remember a sense of urgency and the rush of excitement
as we realized that we had embarked. The creation of our
brainstorming sessions was the American Professional Part-
nership for Lithuanian Education—working with free
Lithuania as colleagues in the reform and democratization
of soviet-structured schools.

The Ministers were young and inexperienced; they were
also brave and wise. They are no longer in Ministerial posi-
tions, of course, and they are five years older, as are we all.
But we remain together, as friends and co-witnesses of
Lithuania’s rebirth. These bonds provide more than comfort
and nostalgic memories as Lithuania grows in freedom. These
bonds seem to have engineered a small engine inside each of
us unawares. It purrs quietly on as we keep working, in
shifting circumstances, with new partners, pursuing chang-
ing goals. Whenever we lean back in our rockers, here in the
States, and think—They're free now! Let’s let them go it
alone—the engine revs. Our diaphragms mysteriously
rumble. We feel a sudden pang of loneliness and desire. It’s
been five years and a lot has changed. But we haven’t fallen
out of love with Lithuania. That condition is permanent.

The idea behind A.P.P.L.E. was the creation of a ve-
hicle for returning the resource of Lithuanian-American edu-
cators’ expertise to physically and professionally crumbling
Lithuanian schools during a time of necessarily radical re-
forms. An all-volunteer vehicle was created—and a great
many people climbed on board. By no means were they all
of Lithuanian descent. We found educators from Poland,
Canada, Sweden and Britain—or they found us. Hundreds
of American teachers have taken part in A.P.P.L.E.’s pro-
grams as lecturers in our summer in-service seminars or as
teacher volunteers in Lithuania’s schools. A thousand people
have supported Lithuanian teachers, taking part by donating
“scholarships” ($25 in 1995) for the summer program.

Dear APPLE:

Let us express cordial thanks for your invaluable
and selfless efforts for the benefit of education in inde-
pendent Lithuania as well as the Lithuanian teacher. It
is a pleasure to perceive that as every word of your peda-
gogical experience conveyed, the ideas of school de-
mocratization and humanization will not fail to reach
the most remote Lithuanian schools. Open and sincere
interaction between Lithuanian teachers and yourselves,
and the knowledge gained, inspires our teachers to work
more independently and innovatively, to create new
curricula and to take responsibility for developing young
people’s civic awareness and sense of statehood. Be
sure to rely on the Ministry of Education and Science’s
readiness to render every possible assistance in your
future endeavors.

Vladislovas Domarkas
Minister of Education and Science

There are approximately 40,000 teachers in Lithuania.
And over 4,000 Lithuanian teachers have attended the two-
week, intensive summer seminar—a seminar that provides
professional development for educators in a newly challeng-
ing, and challenged, society. Our seminar has created lasting
networks, impossible under Soviet rule, among dedicated
teachers themselves. They are eagerly signing up for in-
service courses, now offered by various Universities and
Teachers’ Centers as well as by A.P.P.L.E. and the Ministry’s
central In-Service Institute.
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AP.P.LE. In-service Seminar. The seminar was held over a
five-week period in seven cities: Vilnius, Kaunas, Klaipeda,
Panevezys, Marijampole, Kedainiai and Birstonas. About 80
volunteers from the United States constituted the teaching
staff. Many new topics—theory and methods in social work,
art and music in an elementary curriculum, educational is-
sues in Catholic schools—joined those of proven durability
in creating a stimulating forum for learning.

Teachers in Lithuania are seeking tools that they need to
teach “new” skills—creative and critical thinking, problem-
solving, cooperative learning, as well as “new” subjects—
democracy, free-market economics and ethics. They are cre-
ating professional alliances (in some cases, Soviet-banned
groups such as the Mathematics Teachers’ Association). They
are establishing professional development centers to serve
local populations. A.P.P.L.E. has been a witness as Lithuanian
teachers transform Western solutions and create systems
uniquely Lithuanian. In mid-December of 1994, the
A.P.P.LE.-affiliated Teacher Center in Kedainiai hosted its
first nationwide conference for educators interested in ex-
tending this concept to their own communities.

Things are by no means rosy or getting rosier, however.

Teachers are leaving the profession in droves. Teach-
ers’ salaries are among the very lowest on the government
totem pole and at about $40 monthly will buy food or heat-
ing oil but not both. At the grass roots level, the reforms
seem haphazard at best. Teachers are at a loss as to how to
deal with unfamiliar freedoms and demands. No schools are
being built, and some buildings have been sold. Children
attend in shifts and teachers work several shifts to make more
money. The shortage of English teachers is so great that teen-
agers who have studied English are hired to teach their former
classmates. Mainstreaming of handicapped children is now
required by law, but there are no skills or resources to carry
out this legal mandate. Almost all education remains strictly
centralized as the state education budget is cut.

And yet ... The teachers and school directors whom we
meet are certainly dedicated, determined to succeed and clever
at making do. They are creative in education, optimistic in
citizenship, devoted in friendship and funny on stage in
AP.P.LE.s summer evening “talent shows.” They have a
great deal to teach us, and they have invited us back.

This issue of Report to the Corps is devoted in large part
to the impressions of our volunteers. Our American lecturers
are often anxious at first about speaking through a translator.
We explain that it is not really painful; it does not consume
so much precious time; rather, it invites the speaker to distill
his thoughts, to gaze inwards and then speak through the
medium of trust. We have found that our lecturers commu-
nicate very well in this manner. Consider—we so often
grandly talk about changing the lives of Lithuanian teachers
with our efforts. But as the articles in this issue attest, first of
all, through this process we do learn to focus our own inten-
tions, our own self-regard, our own joy in companionship.
We are changed ourselves. We have Lithuania to thank.

A.P.P.L.E. AT THE CROSSROADS

Since the inception of A.P.P.L.E. and its first summer
seminar in Lithuania in 1991, many of us have been rewarded
with a true learning experience: learning to teach under new
conditions; learning about ourselves as we adjust or refuse
to adjust; and learning about the beauty of the Lithuanian
culture and people. Needs have been evolving based on the
interaction between ourselves and our Lithuanian colleagues.
The Summer In-Service Seminar two-wecek sessions of shar-
ing ideas, providing current data from our specific fields and
giving demonstrations for classroom application led to re-
quests from our attendees for further help. Individual steps
have been taken. This spring Dr. Roger Folstrom followed
through with developing a music program in Vilnius. In
October I went to Klaipeda as a consequence of the 1992
Seminar early childhood program.

1 was hoping that the 24-hour delay out of New York’s
Kennedy Airport was not going to be a bad omen, and it was
not. My hostess, Antanina Saltiene, Director of “Pabiruciai”
Elementary/Nursery School, was patiently waiting through
the delay and was able to greet me with a warm smile. After
a4 1/2 hour bus ride to Klaipeda from Vilnius, we finally
arrived at her comfortable apartment, where I met her husband
and granddaughters.

Monday started with misty weather, which lasted for all
10 days. By 8:30 I was at school and went through introduc-
tions, met my translator, and was off . The seven kindergar-
ten classes are of multiage grouping—3 years to 6 years—
and are all using the Montessori approach. It was rewarding
to see groups involved with meaningful manipulatives that
served as an indicator of readiness, that were used for rein-
forcement by the child, or that encouraged “trial and error.”
As we moved on, there was good movement of children from
task to task throughout the school. Youngsters moved about
the halls with respect to each other, used conversational tones
and were cheerful. The most obvious sign of the children
knowing that they are accepted and respected was the fact
that there is no vandalism (as witnessed in another school).

After lunch I met with the staff in a two-hour in-service
session as we discussed how children learn in a preschool
setting. This session was followed with a discussion with the
third grade teacher for grouping in math. I observed a kin-
dergarten in action and conferred with the teacher on ways
to introduce writing as the child showed readiness. The re-
maining time was spent on organizing the practicum ses-
sions for the next day.

By 9:15 on Tuesday, I was demonstrating in three dif-
ferent classes how to teach without a textbook and with stu-
dent participation. In the afternoon I observed the teaching
of English, then went back to another in-service session, to
be followed with a conference based on the observation. By
then it was time to close shop.

Wednesday took on a different tone as there were two
guests: Deputy Commissioner Zita Jurgaityte and Inspector
Birute Sauseriene from Klaipeda. They were interested in
methods of teaching and methods of evaluating teachers. After
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During the 1993 annual Board meeting in Cleveland,
Ohio, the Bylaws of the organization were changed. All
Directors now serve for staggered three-year terms. All
the Officers are elected for a one-year term. This way the
continuity of the Board is preserved, and more people
with new ideas are given a chance to serve the Corpora-
tion.

Officers were elected on September 28, 1994. The
election of Directors, held by mail, was completed by
October 15, 1994. Also, this year, two new positions were
established, a vice presidency for development and pub-
lic relations and a vice presidency for legal and corporate
affairs.

The present list of A.P.P.L.E. Directors and Officers
is as follows: the Board of Directors—Susan Anderson,
Joseph Kalla, Vaiva Vebra, Rimantas Bitenas, Jurate
Krokys, Aldona Walker, Violeta Gedgaudas, Irena Gedris,
Ritone Rudaitis.

The Corporation Officers—Vaiva Vebra, President;
Diana Merkeviciute Walzer, Treasurer; Julius Veblaitis,
Secretary; Walter Serbent, Vice President for Develop-
ment and Public Relations; Danguole Vodopalas, Vice
President for Legal and Corporate Affairs; and Shirley
Sabo, Registrar.

—Danguole B. Vodopalas

they observed my teaching, we observed a teacher together.
During the conference period, T illustrated what was used
from the observation and why. In the evening I met with
parents and explained the purpose of my visit to their school.

Toward the end of the week, there were two more in-
spectors from Klaipeda. An excellent music program inte-
grating traditions and a Lithuanian asset (flax) was performed
for the guests. Saturday was a bit of a change. [ observed two
kindergarten classes. I conferred with the teachers on how
In-Service materials and the screening material fit into their
program. The instrument used does serve them well.

It is one thing for A.P.P.L.E. to provide personnel for
the Summer Seminars and share with our Lithuanian col-
leagues what is being done in America. Those who wish to
implement aspects of our experience into their own work
may need more hands-on assistance. For talented, engaged
and creative educators such as School Director A. Saltiene
of Klaipeda (early childhood and Montessori), School Dis-
trict Director H. Vaicekauskas of Kedainiai (teacher resource
centers and cooperative learning), and School District Di-
rector G. Praninskas of Ukmerge (teacher resource centers),
A.P.P.LE. is prepared to do more. A.P.P.L.E. is presently
taking steps to meet their needs, needs that have evolved
through relationships and ideas generated in our summer
sessions.

—Walter Serbent

THE LITHUANIAN ELEPHANT

Most people are familiar with the story of the six blind
men who went to see the elephant. In the poem by John
Godfrey Saxe, one rubbed the elephant’s vast side and de-
clared that the elephant was “like a wall.” Each of the others
felt different parts of the pachyderm and described it as a
spear, a snake, a tree, a fan and a rope. In fact, “each was
partly in the right, and all were in the wrong!”

Although this was my third A.P.P.L.E. summer in
Lithuania, I still feel much like those blind reporters from
Indostan. My experiences remain totally subjective.

Ispent a hot afternoon in Nida walking the beach and
viewing the breathtaking dunes. I spent a chilly Sunday in
Palanga visiting the amber museum. I walked the streets of
the old town in Vilnius taking pictures and praying at the
Chapel of the Kind Hearted Mother. But do I know how
Lithuanians spend their holidays?

I perspired (copiously!) in the sauna while colleagues
told incredible stories about growing up under Russian oc-
cupation. I danced and sang with teachers. I drank beer with
inspectors. But do I understand how Lithuanians socialize?

I visited with Lithuanian friends in their homes. I met
their beautiful children. I tasted their home-grown vegetables
and admired their drawings and needlework. I inspected their
family albums and listened to stories of departed loved ones.
But can I enter the complexity of Lithuanian family life?

Italked with school administrators from cities and towns
all over Lithuania. They described the problems of student
morale, the stressful working conditions created by split
school sessions, and the difficulties of building cooperative
teams with colleagues who have not experienced the
A.P.P.LE. seminars. I have listened to stories of low teacher
pay, inadequate school supplies, and buildings in need of
repair. But do I know what it is like to teach in Lithuania?

My visits to Lithuania have fascinated me. But just as
the blind men from Indostan had learned little about the true
nature of the elephant, I have much to learn about Lithuania.
T'll simply have to return to continue my education.

—K. Phillip Taylor

MAKING Music

University of Maryland Music Professor Roger J.
Folstrom, Chair of the Music Education Department, trav-
eled to Lithuania for four weeks in May and June 1994 to
consult with teachers at the Centre of Music Education in
Vilnius, the Pedagoginis Institutas in Siauliai, and the Acad-
emy of Music in Klaipeda.

Folstrom first traveled to Lithuania two years ago with
A.PP.LE.’s In-Service Seminar, during the early stages of
Lithuania’s transition to democracy. During this year’s visit,
Folstrom encountered increased concerns about implications
for music education.

Folstrom met with Vytis Buivydavicius, Director of the
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change the present system of music education. He presented
lectures on vocal production and voice care, choral repertoire
and a short overview of the development of jazz.

In Siauliai and Klaipeda, Folstrom provided “hands-on”
music lectures and demonstrations. He met with faculty
groups to help design short- and long-term agendas for or-
ganizing music education programs. Discussion focused on
economic issues, building coalitions for action, and design-
ing associations to further the cause of music education.

Meanwhile, Cherie Stellaccio, a doctoral student and
teaching assistant in Music Education, traveled to Lithuania
under the auspices of A.P.P.L.E. this past summer. A spe-
cialist in elementary music education, Stellaccio taught a class
in science and music connections for elementary classroom
teachers and a variety of classes on multicultural topics for
music teachers.

—from College Park International, November 1994

CALCULATING AND COMPUTING

Summer 1994 was my second at the A.P.P.L.E. semi-
nars. For the first summer, I had received donations of five
Apple Ile computers from Our Lady of Perpetual Help par-
ish in Cleveland, one Apple Ilc from a co-worker at St. Au-
gustine Academy, and 50 graphing calculators from Casio
Corp. Thirty smaller calculators were passed out to math-
ematics and science teachers for use in their own schools.
Twenty larger calculators were left at the Vilnius A.P.P.L.E.
Teacher Center for use by visiting teachers. Regrettably, they
were not utilized. When I arrived in Vilnius last summer, I
found everything still packaged and neatly prepared—my
hope for use during the winter wasn't realized.

Last summer we decided to change our system. I par-
ticipated in two sessions—Vilnius and Panevezys—and had
teachers fill out request forms. Eight applicants from each
session were chosen. Four teachers from the Panevezys ses-
sion received graphing calculators to use in their schools
during the first semester. Four other teachers were chosen to
receive computers. Because one of the Apple computers had
died during the previous year’s session, only five were
available. One school received two Apple Ile computers,
another, the remaining three. Last summer I also brought
two 386SX computers with several interesting programs.
These were lent to two other schools. The same rules applied
to the computers as to the calculators—at the beginning of
January everything was to change hands. It was now the turn
of those teachers who had attended the Vilnius session. At
the end of the school year, all equipment is to be returned to
the Vilnius A.P.P.L.E. Teacher Center so that we can use it
again for the 1995 Summer In-Service Seminar.

This Christmas, I received many thank you’s from the
schools and teachers who have used this equipment. One of
the teachers wrote a longer letter at the end of December,
which I would like to share with you.

Dear Amanda,

1 would like to extend to you in the name of our faculty
and students best wishes for the New Year. About your
computer:

1. Our students and teachers especially enjoyed the games
and Knowledge Adventure. Our geography teachers were
especially thrilled with PCGlobe and Undersea Adventure.
It was enjoyable, useful and a little sad — when will it be
like this in our schools?

2. We do not have any computer specialists in our school,
therefore, we were learning together. We received some help
from Arvydas, an engineer. Arvydas loaded the computer
with several programs. The computer is in good working
order, except that we had some trouble formatting diskettes.

3. This is the best news of all—your computer was like
a GOOD PORTENT. At the end of the year we received
some money—what a miracle! and bought three computers
of our own. We will have a first computer class this spring.

4. Our colleagues from Pagiriai school have made ar-
rangements with our director to pick up the computer in early
January. We will be sad to give it up, but we hope that they
will also enjoy and learn with the computer.

1 will end by saying how wonderful it is to remember
our meeting in Panevezys. I think that A.P.P.L.E. is an
unending spring of optimism and works of love.

—Rasa Greiciute, Taurage

PEeACE CoRPS IMPRESSIONS

My youngest son had finished his degree, and all the
others were supposedly launched, so it was an opportune
time to take the “golden handshake” for early retirement, as
professor at California State University, Chico. I had always
thought of doing service. When the Peace Corps application
materials arrived, it seemed providential that Lithuania was
announced as their newest country.

Rigorous medical, legal and financial clearances had to
be approved. We can only request certain continents/regions,
but in my application essay, I provided my Lithuanian heri-
tage and, eight months later, I was flying to the Baltics. After
a few days orientation, 20 of us were sent to Estonia, 20 to
Lithuania and 20 to Latvia. Half of us were to be English
teachers, and half small business consultants.

Three months of training in the language and culture of
Lithuania was provided in Vilnius. I had the advantage of
familiarity. Thad attended St. Casimir/Maria High School in
Chicago but had rebelled against speaking any Lithuanian.
My grandparents and husband’s grandparents all had immi-
grated in the 1920s. After we move: to California, Lithuania
was a distant memory, although we did follow traditional
wedding and holiday customs. I remember feeling “home”
as our bus crossed the border into Lithuania, but also feeling
disappointed as we drove into Vilnius and saw those soviet
style cement high rises. This was not my image of Lithuania.

Because I had advanced degrees and experience, I was
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University (KTU) and asked to train teachers as well as teach
students working toward their business degree. The first year
was spent really getting to know the program, students, faculty
and community. When I first walked into the classroom and
rearranged desks in a u-shape for casier discussion, there was
much apprehension. It only took a few weeks for the students
to realize that active participation was the norm for my classes,
and their modesty declined. Teachers observed my classes
and liked the results, and I conducted teacher education ses-
sions on methodologies, developing curriculum objectives,
activities, assignments and comprehensive evaluation.

Our main problem was lack of materials and technical
equipment, so in June when I was back in the States for a
short vacation, I pleaded for resource materials. Our admin-
istrators at KTU were supportive and agreed to providing a
room. During the summer they patched and painted, laid li-
noleum, and added window blinds, desks, chairs and book-
cases. Boxes of donated books and magazines began to ar-
rive from the U.S. It was like Christmas as we opened each
one. Our librarian catalogued, and the four other English-
speaking teachers reviewed everything. By now we had de-
veloped 12 new courses taught in English on business-re-
lated subjects, e.g., “Business Topics in Literature,” “Life
Management,” “Administrative English,” “Applied Commu-
nications.” Iintroduced the concept of vertical files with hand-
outs, tests and other resources for each class. I expect that
when I leave in June, these teachers will carry on the pro-
gram capably with appropriate techniques and materials.

Peace Corps aims are not limited to professional goals.
Weekly English club meetings bring together 30-40 people
from the community, young and old, at various ability levels,
for conversational practice. Last night, we played Scrabble
for the first time, and I was amazed at the intensity. Donations
of board games such as Scrabble, Monopoly, Clue and
magazines about food, fashion, homes, computers, and travel
as well as classical literature are all welcome. Just send them
to me at: KTU, Klaipedos 3, Panevezys 5319, Lithuania.

Ijoined the “Versme” folk song and dance ensemble as
soon as I came to Panevezys. In the first month of practice, I
informed them that I didn’t have an ethnic costume, and I
was whisked to a weaver for authentic Zemaitija and
Aukstaitija materials, and then to a dressmaker. An hour be-
fore the concert, I tried on my completed outfit and shed a
few tears of joy in a feeling of “belonging.”

Living at first with host families in Vilnius and Panevezys
allowed me to accept the hardships of daily life. It wasn’t
fun living without heat or hot water, freezing in the damp
cold weather and not understanding most of what was spo-
ken. But we survived and thrived. Now living in my own
flat, shopping at the open-air market, greeting familiar faces,
talking in Lithuanian to postal clerks, participating in family
festivities and public events like the international Dainu
Svente—all has brought me to a full circle of appreciation
for the warmth and love given me in Lithuania. I recom-
mend this experience to you all.

—Marilyn Dargis Ambrose, Ph.D.

KAUNAS SNOWBALL

(I aM LovABLE AND CAPABLE.)

A year ago several of us dreamed of a program for teens
called “Snowball in Kaunas.” This idea came as a result of
the A.P.P.L.E. course on substance abuse prevention, which
Carmen Samples and I taught in Mariampole in the summer
of 1993. On August 10, 11 and 12 of 1994, ten American
teens and three adults ran the first Snowball in Europe, with
the cooperation of A.P.P.L.E. participants Dr. Antanas
Gostautas and Ina Pilkauskiene.

The Snowball program is three days long and consists
of: (1) general sessions on such topics as addiction, self-es-
teem and communication; (2) workshops on the effects of
alcoholism on the family, on freedom and responsibility, and
on family relationships; and the last and most important part
of the program, (3) the small group. The small group is a
discussion group, which met nine times in the three days.
The program emphasizes that each of us can make a differ-
ence in our world because we are lovable and capable.

Funds to support the program were raised through a
matching grant from Interventions Foundation; through gifts
from the Lithuanian National Foundation and the Lithuanian
Foundation; Greater Fox River Valley Operation Snowball;
and from individual contributions, and fund-raisers, such as
yard sales and car washes.

Our teens had to take responsibility for the small group
because they were the experienced ones. Although all of the
64 Lithuanian teens who attended spoke English to a certain
extent, when it came to talking about feelings, it was too
difficult in English. Our teens were told the direction of the
discussion and allowed their Lithuanian counterpart to lead
the discussion. It was a big step for our American teens to
give up control.

The event was held at a school that housed the first
through 12th grades. Participants all slept at the school. The
director was on our adininistrative team and treated us roy-
ally. Her school cooks prepared all the meals, which were
paid for by the Soros Foundation. We had delicious meals
with fresh hot rolls .

There were two highlights for me during the three-day
event. The first was the second night during candlelight
sharing. One of the Lithuanian teens said, “Now we know
what free people can do!” Giving Lithuanians the freedom
to express their feelings and to break habits leading to dys-
function was the purpose of the program.

The second highlight was the last day of the event. The
Snowball needed to be turned over to the Lithuanians. In the
middle of the hour, the American teen who was presenting
said to the Lithuanians, “You have experienced Snowball;
you have heard how to start a Snowball; and now Snowball
is yours. Come on Americans, let’s go.” With that we got up
and moved to the back of the auditorium and waited. For us
there was that moment of agony when you wonder whether
the program has worked. After a minute of silence, two
Lithuanian teens got on the stage, and the girl did a Snowball
cheer. For the next 20 minutes, they planned their reunion




[image: image6.jpg]meeting, found a place to hold it, and decided on topics to be
covered. Then the male teen director looked at his watch and
said, “It is time to clean up the building!”

The Lithuanian teens who attended and worked at the
Snowball are the nucleus that we hope will roll all over Lithua-
nia. These teens will spread the program and will help to
change attitudes toward the use of alcohol.

SETA Hits 11S STRIDE

The 1992 A.P.P.L.E. Summer Seminar in Siauliai cre-
ated some friendships across the water and some lasting ini-
tiatives among teachers. One of the most successful inde-
pendent ventures is the Siauliai English Teachers Associa-
tion, which A.P.P.L.E. members have continued to support
with English-language texts. The following update is sent to
usfromA.P.P.L.E. Board Member Dr. Joseph Kalla in South
Dakota. If you are interested in helping out, please get in
touch with A.P.P.L.E.

Dear Joe,

My apologies for not writing sooner. In Lithuanian they
say, “Sukausi kaip vovere rate”—*"I’ve been running like a
squirrel on a treadmill”(?!).

In September we received (at last!) the shelves for our
new Centre Library. From that time I have been working
very hard—no holidays or weekends. I ordered pockets and
cards for the books. They are expensive, and we spent all our
fee money. Now I am thinking about raising money from
somewhere. In the summer we received eight boxes from
Regina Petrauskas (A.P.P.L.E.) and two boxes from the
Gustaffs (also A.P.P.L.E. !). Some weeks ago nine boxes
from my friend in Australia and five boxes from the America
Centre in Vilnius reached us.

Though our Centre Library is a small room (no window
or heating system), we are grateful to Headmaster R.
Budraitis, who helped us much. We had a conference, and
(again) I was elected President of SETA. They wouldn’t listen
to me when I said I couldn’t run—there is too much work at
the Centre Library—but, at least, they promised to help me.
Let’s be optimists!

—Eugenija Vaiciuliene

P.S. Do you like our official Centre seal? We've got it! (It
took us a month to get it!) Unbelievable.

ConNECTED

If you wish to make contact with a class in Lithuania for
a pen pal project, let us know.

To A.P.P.LE.: I am a 6th grade Chicago public school
teacher. For the last two years I have won a Small Grants
award from the Chicago Federation of Education for my “Pen-
Friend” in America proposal. My idea was that by corre-
sponding with students in Lithuania, my students, mostly of
Mexican descent, could become globally aware.

Through the help of Rev. Antanas Saulaitis, a cooperat-
ing teacher was found in Birzai, Lithuania. The correspon-
dence started and has been very successful. The students have
learned alot on both sides of the ocean. They (my sixth grad-
ers) won first place during International Week writing reports
and drawing pictures about Lithuania.

It took much extra effort to keep this project going. I
especially recommend the cooperating teacher at the Birzai
school. She really deserves some help and recognition for
her professional and human concern. Just imagine, maybe
someday we shall meet.

—Aurelija Vaiciulis

REKINDLING DEMOCRACY

A new topic, “Teaching Democracy,” was presented at
our most recent Summer In-Service Seminar. Mr. Michael
Davis, one of A.P.P.L.E.’s instructors, received this letter
from one of the Seminar participants.

Dear Michael M. Davis,

Excuse me for spelling mistakes. My English is not very
good. But I am learning this language in the evenings. I
remember your lectures. Now good memories. I discuss these
lectures with my students.

I’'m proud of your good determination to go to Lithuania
and to teach us many interesting subjects. Such a long time
we could not know about other countries, peoples. It is very
beautiful, that a person like you, like your friends, help our
people, our country.

Thank you for the very, very interesting map of the world.
Iand my children studied it again and again. And great thanks
for the book “What is Democracy?” in the Lithuanian lan-
guage. I read this book to my children during my lessons. I
want my students to know about these good things. I enclose
a bulletin about my school. I am working in an art-music
magnet school. I never expected that there could be such
interesting lessons about Democracy !

If you come back to Lithuania, to Klaipeda, it will be
very nice. Sometimes our weather in July is very rainy. Yes,
last summer it was too hot to work. But do not be down-
hearted. We have a Baltic sea—usually it is cooler. I am
sending this postcard to help you.

T handed your little book, “the Constitution of the United
States of America” to our school headmaster Laisvunas
Kavaliauskas. He and his wife are interested in politics. It is
good information for us. I worked for the referendum in
August. It’s good that people can learn about democracy—
the referendums will someday turn out better. Good luck to
you and your people!

T wish you happiness. Good luck to your and your people!
Violeta Paukstiene,
Klaipeda
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A.P.P.L.E. ESL lecturer Mr. David Keith graciously al-
lowed us to see a personal letter that he wrote his daughters
last summer. We asked for permission to share his thoughts
with all of you. It is January 13. Remember?

Dearest Alison and Meredith,

I’ve been sitting here at my desk by the window check-
ing the lecture notes for tomorrow. It’s a soft warm evening
Although it’s 9:30 p.m., daylight is only now beginning to
fade over the Lithuanian capital. Traffic has slowed in the
streets below, and the air is filled with a compelling sense of
peace. I took a break from my work to enjoy the scene.

Looking out toward the horizon, on the other side of the
river, the Vilnius TV tower still stands guard, as if to remind
us of the terrible price that freedom often demands. It’s im-
possible for me to look at the tower without remembering
the events that took place there. It’s holy ground, Alison, as
much for us and the rest of the world as it is for the
Lithuanians—or, at least, it should be—because it was here
that a handful of courageous men and women pitted
Lithuanian flesh and blood against Soviet steel ... and won.

I'mnot sure whether or not you girls remember the events
of January 13, 1991, but it was then that world history was
changed irrevocably. And it was Lithuania, tiny Lithuania,
that drove the first wedge into the terrible iron wall that had,
for half a century, divided and threatened the world.

The Lithuanian struggle for freedom has not been the
only force at work in Eastern Europe. Throughout those 50
years, Poland, Hungary and others had been fighting to remind
the rest of us that the majority of the world’s people were not
free. Because of the combined effects of these struggles, a
gradual evolution occurred until, under Gorbachev, the Com-
munist leaders had gained just enough morality to enable
them to recognize the immoral nature of their system.

Unfortunately, recognition alone is seldom enough to
effect a dramatic change in world order. Too often a spark is
needed, and, sadly, that spark usually comes in the form of a
blood sacrifice. This time it was Lithuania, no stranger to
blood or sacrifice, that offered itself up. Lithuanian calls for
freedom constituted the greatest of threats to Communist
leadership.

So itis to Lithuania, more than to any other nation, that
the world owes a debt. Because with the end of monolithic
communism has also come an end to the immediate threat of
worldwide nuclear holocaust. The gift of Lithuanian cour-
age and sacrifice has given the rest of the world time to think
and time to find ways of making peace instead of war.

When I return home, I hope you will forgive me for
missing your birthday, Meredith. I'll try to make it up for
you. At least now you'll understand my reasons for being
here. The job of nation building has just begun for Lithuania,
and if we can help these wonderful people build a nation and
an economy that allows them to share equally in the bless-
ings of liberty, we must. After all, they’ve earned it.

—Love, Daddy

CALL FOR PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES FOR LiTHUANIA 1995

A.P.P.LE. secks program proposals from educators for
presentation at the Fifth A.P.P.L.E. Teachers’ In-Service
Seminar in Lithuania, to be held in various Lithuanian cities
from July 10-21 for Session One and July 24-August 4 for
Session Two.

Proposals in the areas of educational administration, early
childhood and elementary education, teaching ethics and
teaching democracy, vocational and special education, school
psychology, social work, educational media, librarianship,
educational reform and teaching methods in all subject spe-
cialties are welcome. At this time one overriding concern for
Lithuanian educators is the mainstreaming of disabled stu-
dents as well as students formerly housed and taught in insti-
tutional settings.

In addition to teacher educators, the A.P.P.L.E. team will
need one or two administrators and several translators in each
city. All those wishing to participate in any capacity are asked
to send us their proposals and application forms as soon as
possible. You may call Seminar Registrar Shirley Sabo at
(203) 758-4600 for forms and details of the 1995 Summer
Seminar as they become available. Shirley can also help de-
velop teaching proposals to best fit A.P.P.L.E.’s 1995 Semi-
nar framework. Please send complete papers as soon as
possible to Shirley Sabo, 118 Cook Rd., Prospect CT, 06712.

WHAT CAN YOU BUY FOR $25 IN 1995?

YOU CAN CHANGE THE LIFE OF A LITHUANIAN
TEACHER!

Our object with the A.P.P.L.E. Teacher Seminars has
been to assist in the reformation of Lithuania’s education
infrastructure, as she rejoins the community of nations and is
reborn in democracy and freedom. The unfortunate reality is
that the cost of transportation and lodging for the Seminar is
a real—but unnecessary—obstacle to participation. In the
past we have asked our members to sponsor Lithuanian teach-
ers. In return, those who received scholarships wrote per-
sonal letters to their sponsors, providing a first-hand account
of the influence that the seminar experience had on their lives
and professional development.

These letters confirmed our hopes—and the promise of
our headline.

We hope to provide a scholarship to every participant
this year, and we believe that we can cover most of their
costs for $25 each. If you sponsored a teacher last year, you
know the value that was received; if you didn’t, this is your
chance to find out. Consider commemorating a special day—
February 16, March 11, the Feast of the Three Kings, St.
Valentine’s Day or St. Patrick’s—with this special gift. You
will be making a difference! Please send scholarship dona-
tions to A.P.P.L.E. at Box 617, Durham, CT 06422. We can
reach so many more people with your help.
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free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. I am enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00
Charter member 100.00
Member 25.00
Student or retired member ~ 15.00
Special donations:
1995 Scholarships 25.00 each
Name:
Address
City——— State . __Zip
Telephone

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education (a tax-exempt organization).

P.O. Box 617 ® Durham, CT 06422
Tel. (203) 347-7095 « FAX (203) 347-5837

American Professional Partnership

for Lithuanian Education

Post Office Box 617
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