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PLAY IT AGAIN, SAM

The A.P.P.L.E. Corps members are on their way (0 join
Lithuanian teachers for the fourth annual Summer Seminar,
beginning July 18.

This year 89 educators will share their varied expertise
in the following areas: early childhood education, art, music,
administration, psychology, math, English, French, language
arts, social work, civics, history, natural science, special edu-
cation and substance abuse. A.P.P.L.E. will have teams of
teachers in seven cities this summer: Kedainiai, Vilnius,
Panevezys, Marijampole, Kaunas and Birstonas.

Last year’s scholarship fund-raising drive proved amag-
nificent success and tangible demonstration of our continu-
ing confidence in Lithuania. Without a stipend the cost of
transportation, food and lodging at the in-service seminar
would be prohibitive on teachers’ salaries. We noticed a
marked increase in the numbers of young and rural teachers,
eager and now able to participate. One again, we expect that
each scholarship can be funded with just $20. Each recipient
will write his sponsor a letter sharing the significance of the
seminar. A thousand stipends have been gathered for '94.

This will help put a smile on the faces of Lithuanian
teachers who have long awaited the return of their American
colleagues. The experience of democratic teaching styles and
the contacts made are priceless. Many a Lithuanian teacher
commented to us last year on how friendly and equable our
members seemed. This struck Lithuanian teachers as ironic,
since they (supposedly) come from a “classless society.”

What may not be so evident are the many months of
planning that take place before a summer seminar. On April
16 and 17, a planning meeting took place in Washington,
D.C., with about 20 participants. Two cooperative learning
specialists from Johns Hopkins University, Betsy Lowry and
Lynne Mainzer, attended. They will be giving prescntations
in each of the seven A.P.P.L.E. sessions. Kerry Stromberg,
Education Coordinator at the Lithuanian Embassy in Wash-
ington, was our guest speaker. Discussions of how best to

aid schools in Lithuania led us to steer more staffing support
toward civics and health education. The use of alcohol and
drugs in the teen population is ever more evident. Many cit-
ies in Lithuania have experienced an upsurge in teenage de-
linquency. This generation as well as their parents were raised
in an atmosphere ripe with Soviet philosophy. Some have
been raised to become fanatics and some continue to prac-
tice the absolutist and fatalistic habits of the Soviet system.

There were also plenty of lighter moments at this meet-
ing. Saturday evening the Lithuanian Embassy hosted a re-
ception and provided good, Lithuanian comfort food. Jonas
Paslauskas was the spokesperson for Ambassador Eidintas,
who was out of town. He described the responsibilities of
the relatively new delegation and the roles of each of the
eight staff members. There was opportunity to chat with each
of them concerning all areas of life in Lithuania.

On April 30 at the Kulturos Zidinys (Lithuanian Cul-
tural Center) in New Ycrk, A.P.P.L.E. hosted a gathering for
Dr. Marija Barkauskaite, Deputy Minister of Education in
Lithuania. Dr. Barkauskaite called our support of Lithuanian
schools realistic and helpful, stating that there are over 40,000
teachers in Lithuania and to date, 16% of them have attended
A.P.P.LE. seminars. Dr. Barkauskaite told us that she has
personally observed differences in the schools; she’s seen
the students gradually changing their thinking. She told us
that A.P.P.L.E. should take credit for stimulating Lithuanian
teachers to attempt fresh, new approaches.

Another year’s work is reaching its climax, and we want
to recognize those A.P.P.L.E. Seminar’ians who are head-
ing off again, or for the first time. You know who you are
and all the work that you have contributed to this effort. Shar-
ing your knowledge, your time and your resources makes
you citizens of the world community.

We may all eventually see the changes wrought by the
common efforts of teachers, helping Lithuania to grow
through this dramatic change in its history. See you back in
the fall. We’re waiting for the many new stories that you’ll
have for us all. God speed and best wishes!

—J. Veblaitis and R. Treciokas, 1993 Seminar’ ians
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Many Lithuanian-Americans have asked me, “Why in
the world do we need to help Lithuania in the area of music
education? Lithuanian performers, composers and ensembles
have gained international renown, and every two-horse town
has a music school!”

They are absolutely correct. Lithuanian culture is well
represented by its musicians, and we have a lot to learn from
them. But as with many things in Lithuania, things look dif-
ferent when we delve little deeper.

In most socialist countries, where education has been
free from preschool through college, the government tracked
children very early in their educational experience. This has
been true in the Scandinavian countries as well. Children
and their parents have had to make career decisions as early
as the eighth grade. Hence, a great number of boys transfer
to trade schools to become auto mechanics, and girls learn to
make confections or to become workers in the textile industry

YET AGAIN DIVIDED

The Ministry of Culture and Education underwent a
reorganization in June. Component structures were split up
(as before independence) to form separate Ministries of
Education and of Culture. Minister Trinkunas (of the joint
Ministry) was transferred to the Ministry of Culture, while
Education now has a new Minister, Vladislavas Domarkas,
most recently of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Minister Domarkas, born in 1939 in Kretinga, is an en-
gineer. He was a professor and for a time the Rector of the
Polytechnic Institute in Kaunas (now the University of
Technology). In the late 70’s he was able to continue his
professional development at the Universities of California
and Stanford.

The A.P.P.L.E. Summer Seminar staff look forward to
meeting Minister Domarkas. We wish him every success in
furthering the educational reform needed for a free society.
‘We’ll be there with and for him, every step of the way.

—

DoNORS OF $100 OR MORE TO THE SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN

Our deepest thanks to the major donors 1o this year's scholarship campaign (sums ranging from $100 to $1,000). Thanks to
all of our generous donors, every Lithuanian teacher who participates in our program will receive financial support!
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[image: image3.jpg]at an age when American children would hardly be consid-
ered mature enough to be making such decisions. Although
tracking is not foreign to American school systems, it is not
nearly as restrictive. We still believe in providing a well-
balanced education that should serve as a foundation for any
future endeavors a young person may choose.

In Lithuania those children who are pegged as talented
20 to after-school programs in a well-developed network of
music schools. They not only receive performance lessons,
but also learn music theory, solfege, music history and engage
in ensemble work. Upon reaching the ninth grade, they may
enter a music high school (which is similar to a trade school
or magnet school). Although these high schools supposedly
offer a general education in addition to the musical course
load, we would consider it highly inadequate. The three
prestigious fine arts schools in Lithuania produce magnifi-
cent dancers, artists and musicians, but anyone who belatedly
discovers that a career in the arts is not for them basically has
nowhere to go. Their general education is so deficient that
most cannot get in to any institution of higher education except
the Academy of Music. Emotional and physical problems
caused by stress are not uncommon at such schools. But to
their credit, these schools prepare students in a way that cannot
be compared to structures available to American children.

One would think that in such a highly developed net-
work for training future professional musicians, music teacher
training would be quite progressive. Alas, there is not a single
institution of higher education in Lithuania that offers a de-
gree in music education as a major. Those who intend to
become educators take a degree in vocal or instrumental
performance or conducting. A few pedagogy and psychology
courses are included in the educational programs. Educational
psychology, child development, learning theory, testing and
measurement, teaching methods, curriculum planning elc.,
are marginal topics. Progressive teacher trainers have to fight
the prevalent attitude that “if you are a good musician, you
will be a good teacher.” 1 wonder if anyone would venture 1o
say the same about mathematicians, writers or scientists?

Other musicians become teachers by default—that is, if
they are not successful at becoming performers or conduc-
tors. Those who do teach music usually do everything in
their power to avoid becoming a general music teacher in a
regular public school. This is considered a low-prestige po-
sition. Most try to land a job in a music school, where low
student-teacher ratios and, presumably, committed pupils and
parents produce a lower stress level. The most distressing
aspect of teacher training is that graduates of the music high
schools (who can be as young as 19) are often certified to
teach general music.

Where does this leave the child who is enrolled in a gen-
eral education school? Not only are they taught by the least
motivated and the least qualified teachers, but, in the pri-
mary grades, they are not taught by music specialists. Often
the time allotted for music is used for recess, study hall, or
extra work on other subjects. Many classroom teachers actu-
ally do not want o give up this music period to a music spe-
cialist because they would get paid less. In Lithuania a

teacher’s pay depends on the number of classes taught; there
is no base pay schedule. An “official” reason for encourag-
ing classroom teachers to teach music is that children at this
age “bond” with their instructors. Curricular integration is
also given as a major argument for such a system.

Since the beginning of A.P.P.L.E.’s involvement in
Lithuanian music education in 1992, we have concentrated
our efforts on inservicing music teachers who teach in the
general schools and on effecting change in teacher training.
The faculty of the University of Maryland at College Park
has been particularly active in creating an active dialogue
with music teacher trainers. Dr. Roger Folstrom, the head of
the music education division at UMCP, spent a month in
Lithuania for the 1992 A.P.P.L.E. summer seminars. Ad-
ministrators and professors became acquainted with Ameri-
can music education programs and attempted to find solutions
to newly emerging challenges. Many had been unwilling to
face the new realities—that the economy would no longer
sustain a vast network of tuition-free schooling, that the
overstock of musicians produced by conservatories would
not be given government jobs. Others had not thought about
the music educator’s responsibility to all children, not just
the gifted. Parental and community involvement in lobbying
for public funds was a topic that few had considered.

During the 1993 summer Dr. Marie McCarthy taught
multicultural music education in Vilnius and led a seminar
in Klaipeda for teacher trainers. Her main focus was part-
nerships between schools and teacher-training institutions.
Prospective educators need to be identified early, recruited,
and nurtured throughout their five-year college experience;
educational issues shouldn’t be an afterthought. Music
teaching should be looked upon as a calling and a profession,
not just a skill in which certain musicians engage.

A.P.P.L.E. was very pleased to be of financial assistance
to Dr. Roger Folstrom during a follow-up visit to Lithuania
this May during his sabbatical. He conducted workshops for
choral conductors and spent time with leaders in the field of
music education in Vilnius at the Center for Music Education
(which sponsored his visit) and at the Academy of Music; in
Siauliai at the Pedagogical Institute; and at the Klaipeda
campus of the Academy of Music. Upon returning, he voiced
many of the same concerns that had been identified earlier.
There are only four people with doctorates in music education
in Lithuania, and none of them has been exposed to as rigor-
ous a research tradition as their colleagues in the United States.
Many of the people who are in leadership positions in music
teacher training are excellent teachers but lack the needed
background. In particular, teachers are not equipped to teach
general music in the public schools.

Another area of concern voiced by Dr. Folstrom was the
lack of data on the status of music in the schools. What are
the expected outcomes? What is the quality of instruction?
What can be done to raise the status of the general music
teacher—to acknowledge music education as a profession?

As Dr. Folstrom told his audiences, these are issues that
American music educators have also had to tackle . When
budget cuts began to whittle away quality music programs,
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to organize intensive lobbying efforts and information cam-
paigns. One of the positive results was legislation approved
by both houses of Congress this year. For the first time the
arts were established among the disciplines in which every
young American should demonstrate competence. Many
music educators look upon “Goals 2000: Educate America
Act” as a wonderful challenge. It is gratifying that more and
more political and business leaders view the arts as essential
to a workforce that is not only productive, but also creative.
Although prior initiatives have not always been rewarded,
Dr. Folstrom’s recommendation is that Lithuania’s music
educators unite to develop an agenda for the profession.
During this time of great economic difficulty, Lithuania’s
political leaders will be sorely tempted to cut back on the
“nonessentials.” Yet if Lithuania seeks an open and demo-
cratic society, it needs a citizenship that is not narrowly
tracked to produce a specialized product or service. It needs
educated people who have been exposed to the rigors of many
academic disciplines, including the arts, to enhance the quality
of their lives, to prepare them for a world which requires
creativity, problem solving capacity and an openness to hu-
man expression. Our hope is that Western arts educators will
continue to act as facilitators in a dialogue with educational
leaders in Lithuania which would preclude such a setback.

—Emilija Sakadolskis

LIBRARIANS IN ACTION

In 1991 Ireceived an invitation from Dr. Vladas Bulavas
to spend some time at the M. Mazvydas Lithuanian National
Library—specifically, in the Government Information Sec-
tion, which was expanding to meet the growing information
needs of the government. I made up my mind when the news
of the Medininkai border guards murders occurred, and then
the wonder: A library conference took place in Moscow, right
in the middle of the coup, recognition for Lithuania started
to pour in, Dr. Bulavas met the Librarian of Congress, and in
aninstant, my trip was made “official,” linked to the Library’s
work with the “Frost Task Force.”

In 1989, Congressman Martin Frost (Texas) was travel-
ing in Eastern Europe and got into a conversation with sev-
eral members of the struggling new parliaments. Mr. Frost
listened and realized how handicapped they were. The old
puppet governments had little need for information, filing in
twice a year for unanimous votes. They had no current
Western materials, no legislative tracking systems, and cer-
tainly no effective information service. The library for the
Czech parliament had a 1955 Encyclopedia Britannica and
had been authorized five titles from abroad the prior year!

M. Frost decided that the U.S. Congress should lend a
hand, and the “Frost Task Force” became part of the 1990
Foreign Appropriations Bill, with the goal of assisting emerg-
ing democracies with their information needs. Hungary, Po-
land and Czechoslovakia were the first recipients of aid, ad-
ministered (in large part) by the Congressional Research

Service, which is where I work. We hoped that, by August,
the program would be extended to the Baltic States, but we
had to wait for official approval. (It came six months later.)
My time was to be spent both at the National Library, and in
the Parliament’s information service.

It was a fascinating time, although the “euphoria” had
subsided, and people were completely sober about how much
work had to be done. I dragged over the Europa, the Inil.
Directory of Associations, several dictionaries, almanacs, and
factbooks. I also took thesauri and software as possible aids
in developing a legislative publications database. The di-
rectories were the only current reference books of their kind
in the Library and were rotated between the general reading
room and the government’s reading room. I also found that
the school which got my '89 Americana had a more recent
edition than the National Library!

The library (5 million volumes; 100,000+ new books
added every year) serves a very diverse and active clientele.
The challenges facing it and other large libraries are similar
and daunting: filling gaps in Western materials; automating,
finding and training staff in new skills and newly important
languages; finding space for new collections.

The Library staff publishes a journal for librarians, Tarp
Knygu, which was the only one of its type in the former Soviet
Union. For a while it came under suspicion for being a “relic
of nationalism,” but the staff did not back down. After the
January 13th killings, the Library was open around the clock
so that people protecting the Parliament building (located in
the same square) could have a place to warm up and get
something hot to keep them going during the nightly vigils.
There was even a first-aid clinic with volunteer nurses on
duty, and the windows were taped over to withstand an at-
tack. The librarians look back on this as a dramatic, exciting
time—almost with some nostalgia. One of them told me about
facing down a gun and not being afraid.

Before leaving, I talked about the Library of Congress
in a lecture to the staff and realized, once again, how inter-
ested they are in us, how much they would like to have news
and visitors! Some of the questions: How do we find out
about new development? What are salaries like? How do we
keep statistics, general library policies, education, etc? And
many, many questions about automation: how much to cen-
tralize, what to use, when to start, how to avoid the worst
mistakes.

The Frost Task Force story has a happy ending: Funds
were transferred by the State Department, and I was able to
g0 back as part of a staff delegation to all three Baltic capi-
tals. T had the pleasure of hearing the Lithuanian effort given
high praise: Our “techies” said that the Lithuanian
Parliament’s automation plan was the best that they had seen
in any country.

In the next two years, each Baltic country’s Parliament
will receive about $1 million dollars for a legislative library,
faxes, copiers, computer equipment, and staff training.

—Felicija Kolp, condensed from the Lithuanian
Library Association of America Newsletter
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On September 27-29, 1993, the Central European
Conference and Exhibition for Academic Libraries and
Informatics was held in Vilnius, capital of Lithuania, with
over 400 attendees.

The Lithuanian Librarians’ Association joined the In-
ternational Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) in 1936
and participated in its activities until Lithuania was occupicd
by the USSR in 1940. For 50 years the international contacts
of Lithuanian librarians were severed. This Conference and
Exhibition was the first international event in the history of
the Baltic library community.

The Lithuanian Technical Library, the Vilnius Techni-
cal University Library, Kaunas University of Technology Li-
brary, and Kaunas Vytautas Magnus University Library or-
ganized the international meeting amid the current economic
crises in the Baltics. The Conference and Exhibition was
supported by the Ministry of Communications and
Informatics of Lithuania, especially by Minister Dr. Gintautas
Zintelis. The significance of the event was recognized by the
international and U.S. organizations that agreed to co-sponsor
it: UNESCO, IFLA, FID (International Federation for In-
formation and Documentation), VITA (Volunteers in Tech-
nical Assistance), SIGCAT (Special Interest Group on CD-
ROM Applications and Technology), and the Federal Gov-
emment Information Processing Councils.

The slogan of the Central European Conference and
Exhibition for Academic Libraries and Informatics was
EMPOWERING USERS IN THE 21ST CENTURY. The
main theme centered on the premise that the patrons of aca-
demic libraries constitute the core of the countries’ present
and future intellectual power. The economic, educational,
and information technology development of the countries
depends largely on this core group. Academic libraries of
Central and Eastern Europe may well become the centers for
promotion of new technologies in the information infra-
structure. Academic libraries implementing new technologies
today will produce thousands of cmpowered users in the 21st
century.

The general session consisted of three major papers on
the U.S. academic libraries’ philosophy and services. Dr.
Richard Fitzsimmons from Pennsylvania State University
delivered the keynote address, describing a vision of library
services and information technology in the 21st century. A
1993 A P.P.L.E.in-service seminar lecturer, discussed the use
of technology in addressing the service, collection, and ad-
ministrative philosophies of academic librarics. He high-
lighted how the results of intellectual endeavors are commu-
nicated by referencing the Pennsylvania State University’s
Library Information Access System (LIAS).

Breakout sessions over the next two days were dividend
among attendees’ interests. Special attention focused on
agricultural and medical information. Papers from Australia,
Estonia, Finland, Isracl, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, United Kingdom, and the
United States were delivered.

The Conference and Exhibition was a breakthrough for
Lithuanian librarians in understanding the role and possi-
bilities of new technologies in library activities. Personal con-
tacts made during the meeting opened wide opportunities in
cooperation for the librarians of East and West. Discussions
on how to continue the tradition established in Vilnius are
under way. The participants, exhibitors, and vendors have
expressed a wish to continue the Central European Confer-
ence and Exhibition for Academic Libraries and Informatics
as an annual event. Plans are currently underway for the sec-
ond Baltic conference to be held in Riga, Latvia, in 1995,

—Dr. Richard Fitzsimmons, Pennsylvania State
University;

—Vida Maceviciene, Vilnius Technical University Library

SusTAINING COMMUNITIES

A Report by Institute for Sustainable Communities rep-
resentative Nicole Dewing on the initial venture in an envi-
ronmental education project with and for Lithuanian schools

The purpose of our trip was to conduct a three-day work-
shop in Kedainiai, Lithuania (we are also working in Liepaja,
Latvia), to initiate an environmental education project. The
objectives of the workshop were:

(1) to introduce the participants to each other and the
environmental education project;

(2) to demonstrate different teaching strategies and pro-
vide different models of environmental education;

(3) to present participants with examples of interdisci-
plinary hands-on activities;

(4) to encourage participants to introduce environmen-
tal education into their classrooms and share their experi-
ence;

(5) to foster an ongoing relationship among participants.

The workshop training team included myself and two
U.S.-based environmental education consultants: Thomas
Hudspeth, a professor of environmental studies at the Uni-
versity of Vermont, and Joseph Kiefer, Executive Director
of a nonprofit environmental education organization,

The workshops were designed to be interactive and to
model many different styles of teaching (focusing on hands-
on methodology). We introduced the concept of webbing
across the curriculum and tried to use all subject matters as
vehicles for teaching about the environment and ecological
principles. We also focused on local environmental issues
and had community members speak about the environmen-
tal concerns and health issues in the Kedainiai region.

When we first arrived at Vilnius Airport, we were met
by Ramune Dagyte from the Ministry of Culture and Educa-
tion, who is responsible for coordinating the environmental
education project, acting as our liaison with the Kedainiai
Educational District and translating workshop materials.

A Sunday seminar was held at the Naturalist Center (just
outside of Vilnius). The Center has a small zoo, large gardens
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ties. The Center is used for after-school nature activities, as a
rescarch station and for the public to visit. It is supported by
the Ministry of Culture and Education. Most of the 30 par-
ticipants were secondary teachers (grades 4th - 12th) or staff
from the Naturalist Center. There were a few professors from
the Pedagogic University.

We broke the participants into five groups and gave cach
group a different task to finish in 10 minutes. Tasks involved:
identifying educational needs of Lithuania, identifying en-
vironmental concerns in Lithuania, identifying barriers to
educational needs and defining what the ideal school should
look like. Later we presented a 30 minute lecture, using
mylars, on environmental education and its guiding principles.
A discussion of the concept of webbing across the curricu-
lum followed. I took the group outside and facilitated “Oh
Deer” to demonstrate how to teach concepls such as habitat,
what animals need to survive and how resources in the habi-
tat and population growth affect the deer population. I graphed
the activity, and we discussed limiting factors on a4 popula-
tion and how to facilitate hands-on activitics.

We then went indoors again and followed up with a slide
show on specific environmental education projects (mainly
Common Roots) in Vermont schools. At the end of the
Seminar, we engaged in visualizing how the participants
would like to see environmental education implemented in
Lithuanian schools.

The next day was spent traveling to Kedainiai. Lora
Juniaviciute of the Kedainiai Department of Education had
done a great job—all the materials we nceded were as-
sembled; the three translators were excellent; the space (one
large auditorium and three smaller classrooms) was more
than adequate. The participants included:

« 4 groups of teachers and one principal or vice principal
from five different schools in Kedainiai;

* 3 community members;

* 9 teachers trainers from 4 different universities in
Lithuania;

« the Director of Environmental Education from the De-
partment of Environmental Protection (soon to be made a
Ministry) and an official from the Ministry of Culture and
Education.

The participants were well sclected and demonstrated a
real commitment. They worked well together and established
good contacts that will last beyond the Project. During lunch,
the U.S. AID representative, Veslav Stecevic, joined us and
spent a few hours in the afternoon observing the workshop.

On the first day we introduced the Project, ourselves
and the participants to each other, We facilitated quite a few
icebreakers. The participants really enjoyed these activities
and wanted to do as many as possible. Our “issues identifi-
cation” activity with the magazines went over very well, and
we learned a lot about their community. However, the par-
ticipants had trouble cutting up the magazines and were re-
luctant at first to do so. They asked if they could keep the

cut-up magazines after the activity was finished.

There was a great interest in understanding how the
American educational system works. In the late evening we
read through the evaluations that the participants had filled
out. They seemed very pleased with the workshop thus far—
but did ask for more hands-on activities. In fact, we had
planned to split everyone up and each do a hands-on unit.

Other than the cold rainy weather, the hands-on units
were a success. The participants really enjoyed learning
practical activities that they could easily duplicate in the
classroom (or outdoors). That afternoon my group was filmed
playing “MuskOX Mancuvers” by the national news. That
evening the Director of the Kedainiai Regional Department
of Environmental Protection and two of his staff, plus a
medical doctor from the Health Care Center in Kedainiai,
spoke about environmental and health issues in the com-
munity. It was quite an impressive list of environmental and
health disasters in the region. Many of the participants scemed
unaware of these issues and took cxtensive notes.

Groups of participants worked on these exercises:

(1) A design for a school devoted to environmental edu-
cation in the year 2024.

(2) Strategies for involving the community with respect
1o environmental education.

(3) Action plan for developing environmental education
in the school (6 months, 1 year, etc.).

(4) Brainstorm of integrated environmental education
projects in the school.

The participants really enjoyed working together in small
groups—it was something new. Many of the teachers said
that they would introduce small group work to their students.

The closing ceremony was remarkable. Each participant
was given a candle. One of us started the ceremony by light-
ing his candle and stating the one thing that he would take
back to his work from this workshop. He then lit the candle
of the person to his left, and the procedure was repeated. The
ceremony became rather emotional as some participants
began to cry. They really seemed to appreciate the workshop
and said that they would be back in the summer for the sec-
ond session. We closed with a Lithuanian song and gift giving.

We did not bring many materials during this trip. We
did bring copics of various Ranger Rick magazines as well
as environmental education/studies university curriculums
and other assorted educational magazines. In Kedainiai a
Teacher Center is being established in the center of the town
for all teachers to use. The materials where given to Lora
Juniaviciute who will be responsible for setting up the library.

We will be facilitating the second workshop while
A.P.P.LE. will be facilitating the workshop in Kedainiai
(August 1 - 6,1994). We plan to join A.P.P.L.E. in the evening
cultural activities, and participants may attend evening lec-
tures of A.P.P.L.E. speakers. We will also provide one
evening lecture for all participants.

On the last day the participants named the Project the
Blossom of Life (GYVYBES ZIEDAS).
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There’s a Lithuanian saying that carries a lot of truth:
Kai du stos, visados, daugiau padarys.
“When two stand, they will always accomplish more.”

And so it is with the cooperative efforts of two organi-
zations: the American Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education and USA-CIS-BALTICS: special partners for
special people. In 1991 the Special Education Coordinator
of APP.LE. was scarching for ways—people resources,
material resources—to help in the reform of special educa-
tion in Lithuania. The Council for Exceptional Children sug-
gested that we contact Dr. Judy Smith-Davis. Our initial con-
tact with Dr. Smith-Davis revealed that she oo had been
trying to assist reform in Moscow and St.Petersburg, A
friendly and cooperative relationship developed. Dr. Smith-
Davis was impressed with the amount of work that had al-
rcady been done in Lithuania. In 1992 and 1993 the idea to
pool resources came to fruition in the form of a new organi-
zation USA-CIS-BALTICS. Dr. Judy Smith-Davis, with her
many ycars of experience at the organizational and profes-
sorial level was and continues to be a cooperative partner
with A.P.P.L.E. in working toward bettering special educa-
tion in Lithuania.

Recently, in March 1994, USA-CIS-BALTICS orga-
nized two weeks of seminars in Vilnius. The focus of the
scminars was to enhance the planning and communication
skills of the participants. This cvent resulted from 1993
scminars in Vilnius and Klaipeda. The target audience was
special education teachers as well as school administrators.
The planners felt that to facilitate reform, one must be a better
communicalor, able to plan for change and to sct goals, both
short- and long-term. We learned from the June 1993 semi-
nars that it would be important to prepare trainers who could
continue our work. The March 1994 seminars emphasized
the preparation of trainers by selecting especially promising
participants who were then invited (o act as trainees and fa-
cilitators of the seminar. This group was compriscd of ten
teachers and administrators from special and regular schools
from all parts of Lithuania.

The seminars were very successful. Participants from
all parts of Lithuania learncd how better to understand their
own styles of working, communicating and problem-solv-
ing. Participants also learned about skills in communication
for their personal lives, with colleagues and with parents.
Perhaps the most difficult, yet most fruitful part of the semi-
nar was in learning how to identify problems in the work-
place and then creating action plans to solve or surmount
those problems.

The seminar was conducted by Prof. Joan Jordan, Di-
rector of Special Education of the State of Georgia, and
Randall Dobbs, Director of the Justice Center in Atlanta, a
mediation specialist and professor. These dynamic present-
ers, natives of the Deep South, left balmy temperatures to
weather two weeks of snow and freezing rain. Their assis-
tant and translator, program planner and coordinator was
Jurate Krokys, Special Education Director of A.P.P.L.E..

Cooperative efforts on the part of these two organiza-
tions—USA-CIS-BALTICS and A.P.P.L.E.—hastens and

ensures success.
—Jurate Krokys

BLIND STUDENTS O VERCOME AT
OVERBROOK

A.PP.LE. has maintained a cooperative relationship
with the International Program at the Overbrook School for
the Blind in Philadelphia for several years. Recenily, we re-
ceived reports from two young students.

Iam Vygandas Raukstas from Lithuania. In Lithuania I
finished the secondary school for the blind in Vilnius and
passed the exams to study at Vilnius University. But I got
this wonderful chance. I have been here for four months.When
T came here T was afraid that nobody would understand me,
but really I have had big help from the people around me.

My English is much better now. I can understand and
cven say something. I like American Studies and Interna-
tional Relations. Such subjects I did not have at all back in
Lithuania, and this is an opportunity to learn more about the
world. American History I studied in my country, but here I
have been taught more. I especially like computers.

Outside school we have many choices: choir, bell choir,
swimming, riding bicycles, ice skating. In the dorm we have
a particularly interesting life. It is a lot of fun because they
all have different personalities and customs, and it is nice to
find out the way they behave in their own countries.

When I return to Lithuania, I will always remember
with much affection all of my dear American friends.

—Vygandas Raukstas

I am Zydrunas from Lithuania. I came to USA on Sep-
tember 10th. When I first arrived, I knew very little English.
The first month was terrible because I understood nothing.
Now I understood not everything, but it is better.

In computer classes I have been learning WordPerfect,
Lotus and DOS. It was not difficult in the beginning of the
computer classes because I had already studied them.In the
beginning of my language classes I wanted to die. Now I
understand more. I especially like American History .

My roommate is Tom from the Czech Republic.It has
been interesting to meet many people from different countries
and cultures. Monday nights I go to the field house. I like
this place. Usually, I do weight training, play basketball and
soccer. Also I go to the swimming pool. On the weekend I
£0 to my host families” houses. I have three host families.
They are all Lithuanian. It is interesting to see how they live
in America. They are trying to save the Lithuanian culture.
Every Sunday we go to the Lithuanian church. They took us
to many different places, such as Valley Forge National Park.

T will always remember this time and these people . I am
having a wonderful time in America.

—Zydrunas Simkus
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We are pleased to announce the receipt of a $10,000
grant from the Lithuanian National Foundation in furtherance
of the mission of the American Professional Partnership for
Lithuanian Education for 1994. We would also like to
gratefully acknowledge generous donations from the Knights
of Lithuania, Corpus Christi Church in Rochester, NY, as
well as from A.P.P.L.E. Board members Stefa Alscnaite-
Urban and Rimantas Bitenas.

During the 1993 calendar year, A.P.P.L.E. had total re-
ceipts of $44,623, as follows:

Membership dues $ 6,624

Grants 9,000
Scholarship donations 21,335
Other donations 5,750
Other income 1,739
Interest 175

During that calendar year, we spent $34,725, leaving a
balance of $9,724 (part of which is for 1994 scholarships
received in late 1993).

Scholarships paid $18,000
Transportation 4,980
(U.S. and Lithuania)

Telephone and fax 4,599

Printing 2,127
Postage 1,373
Office supplies 1,907
Other 1915

We continue to have no line item for salaries or for
clerical support; all labor and much equipment have been
donated, so that all those who provide us with support may
know that their money is having a maximum impact.

We are also pleased to note that in March we officially
received confirmation of our tax-exempt status from the In-
ternal Revenue Service, confirming that all donations to
AP.P.LE. are tax deductible.

—A.P.P.L.E. Treasurer Walter Serbent

KNIGHTS OF LiTHUANIA RESOLVE

“Thank you so very much for sending Laura Maciuika
as A.P.P.L.E.’s representative to the Knights of Lithuania’s
National Convention.  Delegates were very pleased with
her responses to the questions that had been asked. Please
find enclosed a copy of a resolution that was approved ”

WHEREAS A P.P.L.E. has for three years done a truly
outstanding job of upgrading education in Lithuania, and

WHEREAS their funding comes almost exclusively
from private donations,

BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Knights of Lithuania
assembled in our 80th National Convention, donate the sum
of $500 to A.P.P.L.E. along with an expression of our sin-
cerest gratitude for all their efforts.

DiSPLACED PERSONS

‘We just today received your newsletter, A.P.P.L.E. Re-
port to the Corps, Vol. 3, No. 3, and, as usual, read it with
interest and enthusiasm. In Ginny Bergen’s article on
“Making History Real,” I especially noticed her reference to
the Lithuanian genocide during the Soviet years, and how in
general this catastrophe is an unknown entity to most people
in America and the West at large.

We thought that you may be interested to know that at
this very moment we are performing a play with a cast of 15
university students and ourselves, called Displaced Persons,
which deals with the Lithuanian experience in this century
while at the mercy of changing political orientations. This
play is highly unusual because it focuses on women’s per-
spectives during these turbulent times. Displaced Persons
employs storytelling, visual imagery, the inspiration of Marc
Chagall’s art, and excerpts from Lithuanian poets unknown
to American audiences. The play centers in Vilnius, and
transports the spectator from Paris to Siberia.

We’re performing to packed houses and are an entrant
in the American College Theater Festival competition. As
you well know, a play that deals with this subject matter, and
features Lithuanian mythology, history and language, is a
first.

We highly respect and sincerely appreciate A.P.P.L.E.’s
contribution to the betterment of education in Lithuanian,
and we just wanted you to know that here at the University
of Kansas, we are stimulating and generating interest in
Lithuania’s past, present and future among students, faculty
and general community.

—Liuda Popenhagen, Ron Popenhagen

A DrAMATIC VISIT

Dr. Tamara Valentine, professor of English language
and literature at the University of South Carolina, tells
A.P.P.L.E. correspondent Rasa Treciokas of her recent trip.

About a year ago the University of South Carolina be-
came interested in the cultural exchange of students involved
in drama, theater and dance. With the help of A.P.P.L.E., we
corresponded with several theater directors in Lithuania, in-
cluding Mr. Vecerskis, the director of “Vaidila,” an avant
garde theater in Vilnius, and the drama theater in Klaipeda.
There was an interest sparked. The students did the rest. They
raised money, and local businesses were very generous. Most
of the students had never even been outside of the local area
or even on a plane—you can imagine the excitement that
visiting a place like Lithuania generated.

In all 25 students and four staff, including myself, trav-
eled to Lithuania, for 10 days. We weren’t able to bring along
many props, but our costumes were very colorful. The musi-
cal performance of “Pippin” was chosen for its wide appeal.
Pippin is a man who discovers love only after he’s tried ev-
erything else in life.

1 think that the trip was very productive in helping to
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experienced the hardships that Lithuanians live with, such as
the lack of heat and hot water, and were able to conform
with aplomb. They drew closer to one another for support.
Some of the students were so moved by the goodness and
warmth of the Lithuanians that they have decided tc return
to teach English and live in Lithuania on their own for a
year.

In Klaipeda a group of Lithuanian teachers to whom I
taught ESL at the A.P.P.L.E. seminars last summer, met our
bus when we arrived and presented each of us with flowers.
The students felt welcomed and important. A dinner for the
American and Lithuanian students provided a good oppor-
tunity for the Lithuanians to practice their English skills. We
spent several days at the drama theater in Klaipeda.

We also had a chance to tour a medieval castle, Trakai,
that has been fully restored as well as to visit beaches in
Palanga, although it was very cold. The kids were very re-
sourceful in finding all the pizza places and managing to
find junk food like Coke and Snickers.

Are there any other plans for a future exchange of stu-
dents? Yes, our hope is that the students could come to our
American university for an educational exchange. Another
thought is for a group of 5-6 players to return to Lithuania
and to stage another performance.

By the way, we did a book drive and sent 30 cartons of
books over recently. Textbooks, journals, and magazines in
English as well as several different languages were included.
What I've found is that many Lithuanian-Americans are
“coming out” in the community because of the focus the the-
ater group has generated. There are more Lithuanians here
in South Carolina than I would have ever imagined. I'm ex-
tremely pleased with the success of our venture and look
forward to future trips to Lithuania.

KEDAINIAI IS THE CENTER

One of the “Teacher Center U.S.IA. exchange” guests
last winter was Henrikas Vaicekauskas, director of the De-
partment of Education for a small town in Lithuania’s geo-
graphic center, Kedainiai. Clearly a Kedainiai patriot, Mr.
Vaicekauskas told us a lot about his town.

Duke of Lithuania Kristupas Radvila II established a
primary school for religious reformists in Kedainiai in 1625.
Later the school was named after Jonusas Radvila, the brother
of the duke. Schoolchildren were taught Greek and Latin,
German and Mathematics, Law and Philosophy, Rhetoric
and Dialectics, Ethics and Scripture. There were more than
30,000 volumes in the gymnasium library. The gymnasium
was of great importance for education in Lithuania.

A new period in the life of the gymnasium started in
1922 and lasted until 1937. In November 1992 a project for
the rebirth of Kedainiai Jonusas Radvila College was sug-
gested to the Ministry of Education. The project was adopted,
and the College was reestablished on July 1, 1993.

The College is autonomous and self-governing, protected

by law. It will train skilled specialists to work both in the
educational system and in business.

In 1993, 42 full-time students entered the department
for foreign language teacher training . They’ll study for four
years. The curriculum has been approved by the Lithuanian
Culture and Education Ministry and is based on the recom-
mendations of teacher training specialists. The program
includes teaching methodology, language proficiency
(Lithuanian, English, German, Latin), psychology, computer
science. From 1994 the College will start evening courses
of two-and-a-half years duration to qualify teachers for teach-
ing English.

From 1994 the College will start training students
as interpreters of foreign languages (English, German) and
small business managers. Both new specialities will require
extensive knowledge of English.

Society creates institutions to serve its purposes.
Kedainiai Jonusas Radvila College has been established to
help solve some serious problems: to prepare specialists for
secondary schools (English and German teachers), small busi-
ness enterprises (managers), and interpreters (for trade and
business contacts).

The job done by the College is very important for
Lithuania's future. During the College’s first years, both
teaching staff and students need help. Teaching materials,
books on teaching idiomatic English and business English,
and cassettes for learning English and German could do a
great deal of good. Contacts with American educational in-
stitutions with the possibility of exchange programs for stu-
dents or teachers are to be hoped for.

A predeccessor to the new college, Kedainiai Language
School, was established in 1991. It has been successful in
educating schoolchildren aged 13 to 17 of Kedainiai and its
district for the past three years. The basic purpose of this
school is to to deepen schoolchildren's knowledge of English,
providing them with an awareness of how knowledge of for-
eign languages can enhance their future.

Programs of English grammar, lexis and phonetics
written by local teachers are designed to foster and develop
the four basic skills of language leaming: listening com-
prehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Class structure
is designed for developing skills and increasing the student’s
knowledge of English and appreciation of the culture inherent
to this language.

In addition to English as a foreign language, students
follow a course of English literature, Country Studies, Latin,
French and German. The maximum number of students in a
class is 13. This school is attended by the pupils of Kedainiai
Secondary Schools. They come to this school three times
per week. Classes begin at 4 p.m. and end at 7 p.m.

Still, there is a great shortage of teaching aids. We need
good dictionaries, textbooks and readers, as well as modern
audio and visual aids. We think that any kind of correspon-
dence between our students, staff and native speakers of
English would be invaluable. Thank you for any support
and help you can offer Kedainiai.
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“They are eager 1o learn and rediscovering their own
lost heritage, which is tremendously exciting”

Portland, Maine, Director of Secondary Education
Phyllis Deringis joined 70 educators from the United States
as part of the 1993 A.P.P.L.E. Seminar.

“We were there to applaud the momentous changes un-
der way and to help educators gain the skills to match their
courage and hard-won freedom,” she said. Such basics as
brainstorming, how to organize and lead productive meetings,
active listening and other problem-solving skills were in-
cluded in her daily lesson plans for Lithuanian administrators
and government leaders requesting help with leadership skills.

Many teachers witnessed heavy censorship of art, reli-
gion, and history during their own schooling and remain
unaccustomed to assuming individual or group responsibil-
ity for curriculum development and organizational change.
Most now earn salaries equivalent to about $40 U.S. dollars
a month in their jobs. Basics such as paper and pencils are
“nonexistent” in classrooms. Schools are still largely segre-
gated according to the ethnic background of students and
teaching staff. The notion of an inclusive model for special
education is beginning to be explored. It was once considered
unacceptable for handicapped youth to use public transpor-
tation. Most students with special needs are hidden from
public view in separate, residential placements.

For all the differences experienced by Deringis and her
American colleagues, most were impressed with how es-
sentially universal were the concerns of Lithuanian educators.

“My students were asking the same questions we grapple
with now in America schools — What do we want students
to know? How do we involve parents and the community?
How can we bring change about without more resources?”

Extreme food and medicine shortages and limited heat
and hot water (especially since a shutoff of Russian natural
gas supplies last year) helped restore a “previously commu-
nist” majority to government in the 1992 elections. The re-
sults, according to Deringis, has been the “troubling” loss of
jobs for many in the Ministry of Culture and Education who
were committed to change. Western aid, like that of the
A.P.P.LE. initiative, is welcome and continuing despite this
challenge. Dr. Deringis believes that the next Lithuanian elec-
tions will be crucial to the success of democratic reforms.

The granddaughter of immigrants, Dr. Deringis took
special delight in walking the streets of Vilnius, the capital
city, and Kaunas—the childhood homes of her grandmother
and grandfather, cities still studded with storybook castles,
universities and generously landscaped public parks.

“It’s not that I want to go back, but I have to go back,”
Deringis emphasizes as she discusses plans (o return next
summer.

—Interview by the Portland Partnership News

P.S. Dr. Phyllis Deringis has signed on as Coordinator
of the A.P.P L.E. Summer Seminar ' 94 administration strand
in Kaunas.
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SEATTLE-PANEVEZYS, PART II

In the January/February 1994 issue of this newsletter,
youread about the interest of the Seattle Branch of the English
Speaking Union (ESU) in promoting the English language
in Lithuania. To date, 2,800 pounds of excellent books have
already arrived in Vilnius on their way to the municipal library
of Panevezys. This “Books Across the Sea—Panevezys”
project, since its 1992 inception, has gamered generous do-
nations from across the United States. We gleaned the best
and most appropriate books, packed them, and this March
shipped them off to Panevezys—the ESU covering the cost.

Another 240 pounds of new or nearly new children’s
books are currently on their way to school #7 in Panevezys.
The first leg of this transport is financed by the ESU, the
remaining part is arranged the good offices of A.P.P.L.E. By
happenstance, the director of school #7 of Panevezys,
Vytautas Raisys, was visiting Seattle early this year, com-
pletely oblivious to the fact that his school was being con-
tacted to be the recipient of the largess of the ESU. Imagine
his reaction when he learned that boxes of books were already
on their way to his school, with more in the pipeline, and,
furthermore, that the ESU was considering other proposals
involving his teachers or his students!

During the spring, in consultations with Mr. Raisys, the
proposals of the Board of Trustees of the ESU ripened into
the following project: Every year, the ESU will bring a teacher
of English from school #7 to Seattle for one month’s stay.
The aim of the visit is to provide intense exposure to English
and an opportunity to observe our educational system at close
range. This individual will spend time at our school as well
as sit in on lectures on pedagogy at the University of Wash-
ington. Housing will be with American families.

Independently of the three projects mentioned above,
this spring the London branch of the ESU invited Ruta
Laukaite, an education student at the University of Vilnius,
for a week in London. The Seattle branch added another two
weeks here, expanding her exposure to Western educational
methodology. Costs were picked up by these two branches.

‘Why Panevezys, you ask? Coincidence! In early 1993,
the director of the drama theater of Panevezys, Saulius Varnas,
was in Seattle, brought here through a federally funded pro-
gram jointly with the local World Affairs Council. He pointed
out that very litte of the influx of Western material or other
aid is ever destined for his city, and yet it is the fifth largest in
Lithuania. This casual comment found fertile ground.

How fortunate that American organizations, such as the
English Speaking Union, are willing to commit considerable
energies and financial resources to develop an aspect of the
cultural life of Lithuania. As our own Lithuanian-American
resources are being stretched, this kind of transfusion of en-
thusiasm becomes vital. In acknowledging the work of the
ESU, Lithuania’s Ambassador, Alfonsas Eidintas, stated:
“Your efforts ... positively impact the community of
Panevezys for years to come. Through your work you have
enriched the lives of many.”

—na Bertulyte Bray, Coordinator
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The U.S. Information Agency’s Fulbright Teacher Ex-
change Program is accepting application requests from el-
ementary through university-level educators (teachers and
administrators) interested in participating in a exchange
abroad during the 1995-96 academic year.

Applications will be distributed beginning in April. They
must be completed and submitted to the Fulbright Teacher
Exchange Program office by October 15, 1994. Requests for
application booklets, publicity material, and general infor-
mation should be directed to the Fulbright Teacher Exchange
Program, 600 Maryland Avenue S.W., Room 235, Wash-
ington, D.C., telephone: 1-800-726-0479.

Since the Fulbright Program was created almost 50 years
ago, over 190,000 Americans and citizens of other countries
have studied, conducted research, and taught abroad and in
the United States. Each year about 500 educators take part.

This program includes direct exchanges, where partners
typically exchange classroom assignments, as well as a lim-
ited number of semester and short-term assignments and some
one-way placements. Most often, the U.S. and international
exchange participants remain on their home institutions’
payrolls while exchanging classrooms and sometimes even
homes, although this is not a requirement.

The aim of the Fulbright Program is to promote mutual
understanding between citizens of the United States and other
countries through educational and cultural exchanges.

A list of 1995-96 participating countries includes: Ar-
gentina, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Mexico,
Morocco, Norway, Portugal, Rumania, Russia, Senegal,
Slovakia, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the U.K.

U.S. educators interested in participating in the program
must meet the following requirements: U.S. citizenship; at
least a Bachelor’s degree; three years of full-time teaching
experience (for teaching positions) or two years’ full-time
teaching experience (for seminar participation); current full-
time employment in a relevant subject area; and, for some
non-English speaking countries, fluency in the appropriate
foreign language. All participants must be approved by the
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board, a group of private
citizens that oversees the Fulbright Program,

The Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program offers a
double advantage to participating institutions. Schools and
communities gain the expertise and perspective of the visit-
ing exchange partner, and subsequently share in the interna-
tional experiences of their returning faculty member.

Information supplied by the USIA

OR TRY IREX

A.P.P.L.EE.member Dr. Sigita Ramanauskas has reccived
a grant from the International Reasearch & Exchanges Board
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for Travel to Lithuania for collaborative research and analy-
sis of normative and clinical data regarding performance of
Lithuanian schoolchildren on selected academic, creativity
and personality measures, in order to establish a baseline for
further studies of the effect of social change.

Research for this activity was supported by a grant from
the International Research & Exchanges Board, with funds
provided by the U.S. Department of State (Title VIII) and the
National Endowment for the Humanities. None of these or-
ganizations is responsible for the views expressed.

If you are interested in applying for an IREX grant,
contact: Office of Public Liaison, 301 Fourth St. S.W., Wash-
ington, DC, 20547; (202) 619-4355.

LITERA MAKES Books

We invite your support for a project just getting under
way, the translation into Lithuanian and publication of Psy-
chology, by David G. Myers. We are pleased that LITERA
Publishing, a firm established by Dr. Kazys Almenas in
Kaunas, has acquired the rights to this excellent introductory
psychology text. Several U.S. psychologists, including
A.P.P.L.E. associate Dr. Peter Kaufmann, participated in its
selection and negotiations with the U.S. publisher.

The field of psychology is not well-developed in
Lithuania or other formerly Soviet-dominated areas of East-
emn Europe. The revitalization of psychology education is a
process of some urgency. Another American textbook, Edu-
cational Psychology by Dr. Gage and Dr.Berliner, was pub-
lished by LITERA this winter. Every teacher we saw enter-
ing a bookstore in February emerged hugging multiple cop-
ies. The thirst for information, for concepts and applications
that may seem basic to us, is so great!

LITERA has asked for financial assistance. Any con-
tribution that A.P.P.L.E. members make will go far.

AUTHOR SOUGHT

The Lithuanian Education Council of the U.S.A,, Inc.,
is looking for a teacher or teachers who could write a bilin-
gual textbook for K-2 children learning Lithuanian as a sec-
ond language.

The textbook would have to cover a three-year program
(K-2). The author or authors would have to write the text
and find illustrations. The Lithuanian Educational Council
will be able to provide materials on Lithuanian culture and
geography, if needed. Please keep in mind that this textbook
is for Saturday school children who have classes for 2-4 hours
a week.

The Lithuanian Educational Council will pay a $1,000
minimum honorarium for the textbook ($2,000 maximum).

For more information, or if there are any questions, please
call the Council’s chairwoman, Regina Kucas, at 708-301-
6410 as soon as possible.
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free and democratic Lithuania,
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. I am enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00

Charter member 100.00

Member 25.00

Student or retired member  15.00
Special donations:

1995 Scholarships 20.00 each

Name:

?E_.nmm./
City State__Zip
Hn_nvrozo/

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian-
Education (a tax-exempt organization).

P.O. Box 617 « Durham, CT 06422
Tel. (203) 347-7095 « FAX (203) 347-5837

-

American Professional Partnersh

for Lithuanian Education

Post Office Box 617

Durham, CT 06422

Address correction requested




