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December of 1993 was spent saying goodbye. That's
bowitseemed 1o A.PP L E. voluniers, who oyfully recied
Mr. Kazimieras Pulmonas in the States, who made fast friends
withfiv teacher centerspecalsts ere from Lithuania, oly
10 have everyone tum around in a day or a week and leave
again. “Unil next summer,” they said, with glints in their
eyes. We're all very good at saying goodbye.

Americans who rcasure Lithuania realways apart from.
 people and a place that they love, For 50 years we feared
that the separaton was permanen. Bom under a bad sign,
‘wehhad lost frever  place, a people, a naural ife. We were
lost ourselves. We spent our time creating our own world
suretched acros the enire world—a world of unusual sum-
mer camps,esoteric symposiums, of Saturday schools and
the Lithuanian emigre prss. Encountersin this world vre
briefand iniense. Each one was importan. These encountrs
involved saying hello, and then goodbye—for a good long.
ime. I an odd way of living, always conscious of where
you'e not, who you're not with In the srangest way, i's 3
it o il engenders an intense awareness of he missing
and the srongest impulcs a bridging al tht i divided

Now that Lithuania s fre, we realize that growing up
saying goodbye isn' all bad. We're illpating from our
closet fiends and colleagues constantly. I’ just tht there
are more of them now—nearly 4 million more. It scems that
we've found ourfte. I earming how o bridge distance and.
time, wehave consimcied network of bridgesfor Lithuania

APPLE isarelaively new organization—ee years
old. But APPLE. grew from a fetle background of ali-

ances and events tht over S0 yearstaught that even distant
comnections, when aid upon canvas of conviction, commit-
ment andfath, il bring peopl togetherin a powerful way.
During the December vist of the teacher center specialiss,
one of them, Mr. Valentinas Stundys from Moléts, ob-
served, “Forhe firstime, whil bing among you, 'vecome

DEAR A.P.P.L.E., FRIENDS OF AWAKENING
EDUCATION!

s December again—ihe ending of a year. We
consider what we've done, we create plans and future:
hopes.

Lithuania’s teachers remember A.P.P.L.E. 93
events with pleasure—that field of friendstip which
created an impulse toward cretive sruggle, new ini-
tiatives and enthusiasm for the profession. A.P.P.LE.
programs taught us lessons in idealism and self-con-
fidence. They explored, sincerely and convincingly,
the organizationa principles of democratic education,
helping us o defin the most important tasks and pur-
poses of creating a modemnschool system. The volume
and variety of worldwide studies of pedagogy and
psychology, the analysis o educational technology. a
sense of the importance of personal iftaive and re-
sponsibility — allthis helped us comprebend that the
heartand diect line (0 educational eforms e eacher
“This teacher has cast off orders and restaint “from
above.” “This teacher is understanding, curious and
ercative in the name of the child, the country and its
fture,

Throughout 1993, i the courses and seminars, we:
had the pleasure of meeting and working with a small
partof the A.P.P.LLE. network of colleagues support-
ing Lithuanian education. There are many more of
you,wishing our land—Lithuania—wel; assstng fi-
nancially, with scholarships, textbooks and teaching
supplie and mostimportant, with good cheer and good
willl Thank you 0l

Merry Chrisimas and a Happy New Year, ourdear
friends!

Antanas Kiveris and Kazimieras Pulmonas, Di-
rector and Deputy Direcior of the Lithuanian Teach:
ers’ In-Service Insitute
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S0 the sign of the lost s also the sign of the found.
Lithuana s found 10 us—we ae found o her. Hes reedom
is found ancw. We have found fst fiends among our col-
Teagues. Most people forge their closest friendships in
youl—and then siop. Not us. During the 1993 In Service
Serninar, the Lithuanians eaed an Arerican song and sang
itover and over. “New (ireads) are silver and the old are
£01d." The Lithuanian eachers sang it n teas at the closing.
ceremony. Everyons remembers parting with crisp claiy.

‘We are il onstanly saying goodbye. Thars because
‘weare i the business of forginglinks—we ar the raveling
Kind. We are neverin Litnania and America both at o,
but we are always thinking of the odher lace. And because.
of i, 500n we'll be sayin helloagain. Informaion about
applying 1o the 1994 Seminar is conained n thi ssue.

—VaivaVébra

FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET

Kazimieras Pulmonas s ahardworking, devoted-to-le-
cause, intlligent, insighifl person. A secondry school
mathematics teacher, nd assstant dirctor t the Tescher
InService Centerin Vilius, M. Pulmonas grew up during
the occupation but managed o stay a fervent Lithanian,
whose talents include a fine tenor voice, energetic dancing
‘and a horticultural hobby—tulips, orchids and llies.

Kazimieras has, or the past three years, been the cor-
nersone of the A.P.P.L . Summer Seminars. He hashelped
1o oganize their technical as well 5 academic aspect. As
APP.LE. rusee in Lithuani, be coninues o give sugges-
tions o th direcion of A.P.P.L.E. programs.

AP.PLE. Executive Board member Regina Perauskas
from Pennsylvania organized Kazimicras” firt i o the
Sttes and coordinted financial support from some of our
members. Through her effors, Kazimiccas was able 0 par-
ticipate in the Chicago Symposium of Lithuanian Sciences
and Creativiy in November 1993, Kazimicrss” presentaion
included  synopsis of the condition o Lihuanian educaton
reform, s needs,isdirction. He sressed the importantrole
APPLE has played inthis movement. A ransiationof is
remarks will appear in an upeoming issue.

A separate seminar was organized by Chicago
APP.LExs. Education reform was discussed by local
tcachers R Rucaiis and N. Martinaits and,from Lithuanis,
M. Pulmonas,specal educaion profssor V. Karvels nd
professor of pedagogy V. Aramavitiai.

A meeting in Connecticut with severall APPLE. Ex-
ccutive Board representatives was futher highlighiod by the
presenceofvisiing Teacher Centr specialists a1 3 welcome
brunch hosted by Board member Siefa Urban. This was &
great eunion and an opportunity for U.S. APPLELS to
sy thanks whikc on bome urf. The ll-o0-short weekend i
‘Comnecticutbrough Kazimierasto Philadelphi, where Jra

Krokys amanged a visit 0 a program for the mentally gifed.
Then it was off to New Jersey for a final acquaintance with
Ameica, Kazimieras writes: “A thousand thanks for the
‘opportunity 10 sce how people live and work on the other
side... Whill staying with Vida Anton, Leven saw Kamiovas
play basketballt T am in Vilnius again and ready 10 do ev-
erything nmy power for A.P.P.L.E. andits volunteers. Most
sincerely and most attntively—Kzimieras.”

—Jiraé Krokys

A Fantastic FIVE

T carly December  group of five Lithuanian educalors
came 10 the U.S. o evaluate the feasibility of forming 3
{eachers" resource center etwork in Lithuania, and ake he
first. steps toward implementation. The group came (0
Washington, D.C., and to Connecticut for two weeks as USIA-
“voluntary visitors” seeking insights and assistance. Their
travel o the U.S. was sponsored by the Open Lithuania Fund.

Each member of th visiting group is alled wih the
Ministry of Education’s policies of reform. They are among
those responsible for initiating and managing this reform of
all apeets of e ducational infrstrcture intheirhome lo-
caiions, ranging from Lithuania’s captal, Vinius, 1 url
disicts. Al were isiting the USS. for te first .

“The program began in Washingion, wilh an overview
of the U.S. system of government delivercd by officials at
the USIA offces. T was ancspecially valusble beginning
asthre of the fvevisiors had majored nhistory and pliical.
science, with a heavy dose of MarxismLeninism. Porhaps
the single most nformative meeting in Washingion was that
‘with M. Allen Schmeider, U.S. Dept. of Education, Former
Director of the Natonal Teachers' Center Program, who
presenied an overview o the developmen o eacherscen-
ters lobally and had anencyclopedic knovwledse of the theory
and practice of those cnters and thei networks

Next top: The New Haven Teacher Center nd isdi-
rector, AP P L E. member Ms. Cornne Levin, who adessed
questionsand proved a model fo her solutions s the vsiors
obxerved day-to-day oeratons. The visitors ltercommenicd
upon the director’s unusual combination of clear philo-
sophical vision and mastery of daily practice. Corinne was
insiumentalinproviding contacts and proposing viss, which
helped talor the overal scope and ditection of the visit—is
an APPLE. summer lecturer she is very familiar with
Lithuais's nods.

Discussionsof teacher n-servic training were o asir
once the visitors had seen the schools in which American
{eachers work. Many aspects of the school programs were
stanling,especially the fexibe scheduling oflessons n the-
matic units and emphasis on educational resource in the
community. I was clealy beneficial for the isors (0 ¢
some relatively impoverished, inner-city schools tht were
using unconventiona resourcs and achicving remarkable
esuls in student leaming. They all said “So Lithuania
docsn't have o be ich o esablish eachercenters!”





[image: image3.jpg]‘Onesiking impression was creaied both i a very poor
school and a wealhy school by the young peopl assigned
s tour guides.Infact, he vistors mistook the knowedge-
able and poised high schoo guide foc a teacher and were
taken aback when sh excused herslf 10 atend class. Later,
ata iferentschool therecould be no mistake — he guide
was a sixth gradr. Mrs. Pilipciiend of Alytus laer said of
this gl “It wasn't so much her courtesy,se-assurance o
Knowiedge — it wasth sens that sh fll ownership of her
school ha sh felt ully investe ini. tht loored us. We.
wish our teachers could fec his way.”

A rp of his scope e the visiors 10 seek explanations
for everyling they saw. It was a eap 0 realize how fa ol-
erance can extend when certain ground rules, as Mr.
Vaicekauskas of Kedainai put i, ae accepied by all. The
group asked fo a copy of Roberts” Rules of Order. During a
Connecticut reception in honor of the gr0up, Mr.
Vaicekauskas poignanily commenied that: “Of all he stk
ing hings tha  have seen and experenced in Americ,the
most remarkable, the most lfe-changing, are he oxcinary,
natual elationships between pople. Between you and me,
between you and us. | would think tht i s te *America’
‘which vill congue the word; hope it happens soon.”

Just THE FACTS
. Stundys wrote this piece for A.P.P L.E. in his “free
during the US. ip.

Lithanian educationtoday is undergoingarapidreform.
A single, extended educational system is being created for
Lithuania, encompassingforma andinformal education nd
anetwork of state and independent educational institutions.
“The theoredcl basisfo tis reform has becn defined in a
series of publications (“The Concept of Lithuanian Educa-
tion,” available from A.P.P.L.E., “Concepis of Curricula,”
“Types of Education Institutions™ as well as in a series of
round-breaking legal documents (The Law of Educaion,
“The Law of Science and Studies, the bylaws of educational
institutions). Trade and “higher” (high school plus) schools
‘as well as higher education at the college and graduate level
e all being reorganized. A generalcuricula for the educa-
tion of children is almost complete, and grades 1 and 2 are
already working with modemn curicula and textbooks.

“The rorganizaton of educationis developing accord-
ing 0 basic valuesof European culture: the value of the in-
dividual, the declaation of democratic reltionships and
balances within society. The purpase of educatonis o help
inthe reation of a dynamic, olicallyfee socety engaged
inselfrenewal andinthe nururanceoftheseeking and e,
thinking individual.

Educational reform s an ongoing process, There are
iffcules:a shorage of new methods and technologies, a
lack of experience, a need t leam basic democraic prin-
ipls. Lithuanian cducarional intnuions have been ble 1o
work successully with Westem counties n inegrating cr-
ain achievements of educatonal philosophy and pracice,
while carefully cvaluating innovations. One of the most

i

striking cxamples of cducational partnership is AP.P.LE.
US. educators travel to Lithuaia each summer oteachheir
colieagues new methods, techniques enabling them 10 bring
the ideas of educational reform to fruiton. In working to-
gether, teachers leam criical thinking, rational action, hey
‘exchange ideas,they leam English,they leam how 0 ine-
grat children with specal neds intosocity, and on andon.

APPLE. supports Lithuarian schools with material
donations s well:textbooks, teaching supplies, modem
equipment. AP.P.LE.'s newest projeci—the esablistment
of teacher in-service and resource centers thioughout
Lithuania—isimportan. Such centersae beginning 1o form;
and A.P.P.LLE."s supportcould bea catalys or s pocess.
Centers could be creaied where educators could seck out
profesional development and parens could find advice. An
carly exampl of cooperaion i th creaton of such centers
i ourrecent fact-fnding trip, financed by the USIA and the
Soros (Open Lithuania) Fund. A great dealof important in-
formation was exchanged, contact of great promise were
made, the esource base of American cenies was explored.
“This uip granted us the possiilty of lerming about another
country’s experience and construcive ideas.

‘We bope that American educaior, as APPLE. par-
ticipans, will enter this great work—it i part of our vision
of a beter world, and thatthe USIA and other foundaiions
will b able 10 assist. inancially volunteerism in support of
Lithuanian education

—Valeninas Sundys

Director, Departmentof Educarion, Distictof Molétai

SEATTLE - PANEVEZYS

Incarly 1992 e Satc branchof the English Speaking
Union decided 1 include Lithuania n her “Books Across
the Sea” project. Because this organizaton (which i e
Jargest voluneerorganizationinthe world) xists o promote.
he Englsh langusge, suchnteest was mast welcome news.

No sooner did word of th rojct £0 0u 0 the ESU
membership han Gonaionscame pouring i foma a way
a5 Delavware. The badnews, however, wasthe act ha Seaile
was megadollas away from Chicago or New York. Inex-
pensive transport became a considerable stumbling bock
Weconiacied privae and public agencie,organizations
individuals from alover he United State, but e mest that
e eceived were words of encouragemer.

“The monihs dragged on. Then this newsleter repoicd
{hatRegina Perauskas had sken on e task of coordinating
book distributions t0 schools in Lithuania on behalf of
AP.PLE. Eurcka! Through er goodoffcs, he st S500
‘worthof mostly nev childen'sschoolbooks renow o her
way from Seatle to Panevdzys, and more willbe hipped in
he near futre. As fo books déstined for the Municipl Li-
brary of Panevezys,ransportaion s sl a problem. 1f any
reader has suggestions, my telephone numbs s (206) S23
1620 (eve.) or FAX (206) 524-3134.

Even though this project is ongoing, the local ESU is
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‘Al equipment should be capable of rumning on a
220.V lne at 50 Hz.

1. A bigh-quality laser printer for publicaions,
preferably with a east 2 Mb RAM.

2. Computers capable of deskiop publishing,
preferably a 386 or 486 machine with at least & Mb
RAM; 2 2004 Mb hard drive; 35" anda 525" floppy
drives; a SVGA monitor and a mouse. It should work
welinthe Windows eavironment.

3. Software such as MS-DOS 5.0 orbeter, Win-
dows 3.1, Aldus PageMaker 4.0 for Windows, CD-
ROM CorelDraw 3.0 (we have a CD-ROM drive),
programs fo creating Lihuanian font for us in both
DOS and Windows environments, and ulity programs
of all inds.

The Insitute i also inerested in educational pro-
grams that could be adapted to Lichuanian schools.

4. Material: “Toner, paper, disks, etc.

5. Any lierature on QBASIC. Al typesof publi-
cations: books, articls, programs, examples, eaching
methods, etc.

Can anyone help withuused or donated equipmens?

already discussing plans for more extensive contacts with

teachers and studeals in Lithuania. Should you want 1o reach

your local branch, the headquartes of the English Speaking
Union are: 16 East 69th Street, New York, NY 10021,

—ina Bertulyté Bray

Seatle Coordinator, “Books Across the Sea”

THE PENNLITH PROJECT

By Dana Baltuis

Dana is an Ausiralian-trained speech pathologist of
Lithuanian parentage. For the past two years, she has lived
inLithuania, working with children with disabilities who have
limited access to educational services. Las spring she was
an intern with the staffa the Pennsylbania Asssiive Tech-
nology Center.

1 first became interested in assistive technology while.
working in Australia at Regency Park Center for Young
Disabled and Spastic Centers o South Australia. During the
last two years I have been working in Lithuania helping 1o
develop and improve services for children with disabilities.

Uniil recently Lithuania was not ready to educate these
children, People were just ealizing there were actually indi-
viduals with disabilites living in their communides. Now

children with isabiliies have an opportuny (0 010 chool,
butthey also need help in communicating more effcienly.

A parent group, the Society of Failies with Individu-
als with Mental Handicap, “Viltis,”contrbuted in making
significant changes in the area of special education. Today
there s a least one special-needs classroom in every major
city of Lithuania for children with moderate o severe niel-
Tectual and physical disabilites.

As a result of collaboration among the Ausiralian-
Lithuanian Community, the Vit Society and the Vilnius
City Education of Lithuania,the Living Skills
Center for Children with Intellectual Disabiltes was opencd
in Vilnius, Lithuania, in July of 1992.

The Living Skills Center is unique. In Lithuania ati-
fudes toward working with children under & communist c-
gime were very different. All Sff are now individually
chosen and have  common philosophy to meet the ceds of
children. Most arc enthusiastic teachers; howtver, their
rainingis lmited. Along with an occupatonal therapst, Kylic
Inwood from South Australi, we provided basic support and
waining.

‘The Cenier will accommodate up to 60 children with
moderae (0 profound ntellectual and physical disabiliis.
aged wo 10 16 years by June 1993, The majormphasis s 1o
itegate the children into local schools, wain teachers and
professionals to work with and 0 provide positioning equip-
‘ment for children who have physical disabiltes

Since October 19921 have been viitin the Pennsylv-
nia Assistive Technology Center (PATC), I'mexcited ohave.
this wonderful opportunity o leam at PATC. During the past
few months, I have informed people about disabiliics in
Lithuania while earning about assistive technology services
in Pennsylvania.Itis very difficult coming {0 terms with the
abundance of equipment in Pennsylvania. Now T can't
imagine working without a computer! In Lithuania it helps
1o receive a “care package” from Australa with just magic
markers, white-out, and contact paper o make communica-
tion boards.

Becoming fumilar with conditons in counris such s
Lithuania can help us appreciate the world in which we live:
and view lfe from a different perspective. Pennsylvania and
Lithuania can indeed benefit each other.

ACROSS THE ENTIRE AMERICA

‘When leamed tha fate had smiled upon me and that |
‘would be traveling to America fostudy,  thought tata year
away from home would seem vry long. When e, al of
Lithuania was preparing forthe Pope’s visit I was somy 10
miss the opportuniy to paricipate but eage fo my studies
here. The trip was long and so full of impressions—it was
‘my first time! Not only to America, but “across the entire
‘America!” (“To the West Coast,” my mother meant).

1 all began in Vilniu in the summer of 1991. More
{eachers came o the A.P.P.LE. courses than panned. I was




[image: image5.jpg]among them. Of course, A.P.P.L.E. found room for every-
one. That was one of our first breaths of rly free air. For
most it was a new acquaintance with a democratic educa-
tional system. A first acquaintance and a first shock—how
much we'll have to change things, change ouselves! Next
Tollowed another greatrealization-—each of s s  valusble
individual; our personal opinions are imporant; we're free:
1o stale our minds, while respecting and lisening 0 other
people. atiende the special education seminars coordinaied
by Jaraté Krokys. We leamed of issues regarding disabled
children.  was shaken by the glaring differences between a
totaitaian and a democratc society. The demacratic system
of education views every person 4 a citizen with certain
inherent ights,  person of value. My specialy s teaching
deaf children. There is one school for the deaf in Vilnius,
one for the hearing-impaired in Kaunas, a few clases for
children with hearing problems in Panevézys and Klaipéda.
There aren’t many specialiss, and we lack information as
well a5 hands-on teaching skills. Joraié and Vaiva Vebra
promised o ry o organize a strand or educatorsof the deaf
the next summer.

‘The group was overflowing again in 1992—teachers al-
‘ways want 0 leam. The instructor was Mary Ann LaBue.
Lithuanian paricipants all aived pencilin hand, ready 1o
take notes on every lecure. But we had 1o change our hab-
its—io listen, intently, to think critcally, to discuss. We
leamed th very tellinghistory of dea eucation n America.
‘Weleared that American Sign Language s aflly acoepied
language in deaf education, that ASL is a “mother tonguc™
10the deaf child, and, therefore, he orshe should be ught in
hislanguage.intitvely el (speaking for mysel) thatthese:
thoughis were exactly like my own—spoken by a person
from th other edge of the world. The two weeks flew by.
‘We leamed that the school system in Americais highly var-
ied,rich in possiiltes, lexible and entirely geared (0 view
the person as a worthwil individual.

‘Our work with deaf children n Lithuana is sadly lack-
ing. My own conclusions fte yearsofeaching, aier many
conversations with colleagues, were contrary 10 the general
System of deaf educaion set down foc us S0 years ago.

At the end of 1992, due 0 effors by A.P-P.LE. volun-
teers, the possibility aros. for one deaf education specialist
tostudy in America. Everything we heard sboutn the courses
could now b experienced i reality. I think that only Jorat,
Vaiva and Rasa Tretiokas themseives know how much work
andenergy went nto this project. They found Lewis & Clark
College in Portand, Oregon, which agreed (0 accept a su-
dent from Lithuania for 8 master's degree in deaf education
with a full sholarship. 'm very happy tha I was chosen. I
needed 10 find money for my round ip and expenses in
America. And, again, A.P.P.L.E. helped me seek funding. I
recived  Fulbright Fellowship, and the Lithuanian Foun-
dation in America also was generous. I strted packing.

I have a ot o teaching experience. I finished my deaf
education studies at the State Pedagogic University i St
Petersburg. Studies were centralized, andthe specialty wasn't
taught n Lithuania.  then worked at the Vilnius school for
the deaf a5 a speech therapist and teacher for 13 years.

Now I'm a student again at Lewis & Clark. It as hard
a irsi— fe the weight of a huge respousibiliy. 1 had 10
immediately improve my English and 10 leam a new lan-
guage—ASL. I have great professors and wonderful friends.
My program is 15 months long and is very diferent from
educational programs in Lithuania. A lotof time is devoted
1o practicums—L think that this is why specialists become
such good professionals here.

1°s hard o compare schools. Some of ur ex(books
‘were published about 1960. They ar 50 torn and worn! The
newer books suitable for deaf education programs ware all
in Russian. But that's only the material side. s the other
aspect that is devastating—a completely different way of
regarding deaness. I had thought about tis while working
in Lithuania, but only here did [see it practice I Lithuania
deafness is understood solely a pathology, sign language as
primitive and not conducive o thinking. Deaf children are
brought up o try 10 “imitate” the hearing. Some people in
America see the deafas a society wit i language and cul-
e, This viewpoint means that ll means of communication
are valuable, ASL is a language like al others, it hasis own
teaching methodology. The deaf here have inerpretes, ey
can sty in universties. This i pracically impossible in
Lithuania. The deaf are enirely separat from the res of
society. I could list many mor diffeences ... Similarides?
Teachers and chikdren are the same everywhere. Children
‘want o play and experience the world—teachers want tem
10 become engaged in earming and independent.

Lithuaniais engaged in educational reform. For S0 years
‘we were bared from (he work. I’ vl forus [0 ssimilate
and build upon world experience. That's why I'm tying 50
hard here, to learn and work, 0 remember, 50 that when [
retum home to Lithuania I can help in the reform of deafl
education. We have excellent, experienced teachers. With
‘some carefulthought, we can begina real reform, which will
impact not only deafchikdren, but aso society s sttude o-
ward the deaf person.

Tam living in Poriland, Oregon, but the Lithuarian net-
work found me even here. The family of Mr. and Mrs. B. A
Tekoriusis “fostering” me, and 1 am deeply grateful or their
Lithuanian warmih. 1 am holding on to my ties with
APPLE. and hope 10 meet APPLE. i Lithuania next
year. APPLE. created a wave of openncss 10 new ideas in
Lithuarian education—and this wave has broken into many
ivers, which all flow towards change.

Twish you ll, every one, a white and beautiful Chiist-
mast

—Violta Spakauskait, Podand, Oregon

We are delighted to announce that a second teacher of
deaf children, from Kaunas, has been accepted or an intcn-
ship at the American School for the Deaf in West Hartord,
Connecticut. Lina IvanaviZiaié wil be ariving on January
25 1o work at this well-esablshed (founded in 1817) and
highly respected school. Stay tuned for more artcles rom
our specialists—Ms. Spakauskaité and Ms. vanavicite.
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1993 was a very successful year for APP.LE. 1094
\eachersparicipaed n the A.P.P.L.E. Summer Seminar and
theircontinuing esponse i enhusiasticbeyond our dreams
Al received scholarships through A.P.P.LE. from Ameri-
can donors. Separately, AP.PL.E. specalsts Jiraté Krokys
(special education), Susan Andersen (communications) and
Regina Petrauskas (librarianship) taught teachers, teachers-
to-be and schoolibrarians invarious Lithuanian ciics, Three
English teachers were placod n schools his ol hrough he
APPLE. “Teach In Lithuania” program administered by
Dalilé Polikaitis. They are Barbary Bilsky, Janine Gottlieb
and Tracy Conrad.

The A.P.P.LE. Teacher Center in Vilnis opened ofi-
cially and has been continuing to receive generous donations
‘of books and supplies from throughout the U.S. and Canada.

A teacher of the deaf received a scholarship 1o Lewis &
Clark College his fll, and a sccond i ariving in January.
Five spocialists ineresed in esablishin teacher resource
centers in five different regions were able 10 ravel (0 the
‘States on a fact-finding trip. Finally, our friend and colleague
from day one, Mr. Kazimieras Pulmonas, Deputy Director
ofthe Teachers'In-Service Insitut n Vilius, was also ble
1o visit the U.S.

Allof this was made possibl theough the supportof our
‘members and benefactors. Our membership list has grown
10350. (We've finally figured out how to put expiration dates
on your labels—so pease check!)

‘Several organizations have given us moral and material
‘help. We thank them and intend to satisfy their hopes with
our work. The largest organizational donors in 1993 were
the Lithuanian Foundation and the National Foundation
(Tautos Fondas). Other important donors included The
Knights of Lithuania, the Lithuanian-American Community
(Waterbury Chaper, Lemont Chapter and Connecticut Re-
gion) and the Hartford, Connecticut, Lithuanian “Koffee
Kub."Organization that chose 0 become members include
the DLKV Lithuanian Ladies Guildin Massachusets and
the Curriculum Study Commission in Napa, Califoria.
Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, Americans for an Inde-
pendent Lithuania, Arlausks, Inc., and the Lithusnian
Community of Hawaii were major scholarship 93 sponsors.

Ourmost generous individual scholarship sponsors were.
Mr. Romas Dovydaitis, Ms. Lola Januskis and Mr. and Mrs.
A Messick. All Summer Seminar ecturers contibuted some
teaching supplics; both Amanda Muliolis and Vida
Stanevitius contribuied echnicalequipment othe APPLE.
Teacher Cente in Vilnius valued at thousands of dollars.
Mrs. Regina Petrauskas was the organize, fundaier and &
‘major contributor towards Mr. Pulmonas’ visit.

‘We would like you to meet some of our 1993 “Leader-
sip Group” donors s wel.

- Rimantas Biténas, school administrator. “I's a good
cause, Lithuanian educaion s the uture of Litwania. T help
out any way I can—it makes me feel good. Everyone who

works for A.P.P.LLE. should be commended for their fine
effon.”

- Stirley Sabo, retired teacher of English and Social
Studies. 1 discovered through A.P-P.L.E.,a way 0 pull -
gether my love of my heritage and my love of education.
Through my own volunteerism in the organization I have
seen thal the money i being put 10 good us.”

« Helen Van Escltine. “I'm a retired language teacher
and want 10 be involved in helping Lithuania because my
family comes from there.”

« Dr. Karl Janowitz, professor of specal education at
“Temple University and program direcor in the Philadelphia
schoolsystem. “I1sall about rekindling democracy. We can
be pivotal in reawakening 2 county i the 20t century. The.
best of volunteerism, the best from American education is
what we can give Lilhuania for the nex generation—that's
the most important 0 me.”

- Violea Gedgaudas, ESL teacher. I think that, of hun-
dreds of projects in support of Lithuania, APPLLE. i the
mostconcrete in planning, execution and resuls. Besides, as
professionals we can apply our skills direcy (0 problem-
solving in Lithuania through A.P.P.L.E. And we can expe-
rience the benelits a close range.”

DEar FeLLow A.P.P.L.E.

TEACHERS AND FRIENDS:

Lastsummer Jack Iwin and Carmen Samples taught
course in subsiance abuse prevention aspart of the A.P.P LE.
InService Seminar. Both work in llinois with Operation
Snowball, Inc. a highly acclaimed and effctive substance
‘abuseprevention and mutual support programfor teenagers.

1 wish that all of you could experience retming to
Lithuania without waiting a whole year, I have justreturmed
from a ten-day viit, making plans for next summer,sccing
last summer's Seminar participants and friends.

Lalso wish that you could hear what teachers are saying
abouttheir A.P.P.L.E. experience and how they are applying
‘what they learmed. One of the teachers from our substance
abuse strand told me that she did not think that there was &
problem with alcohol use by teens in her community until
she retumed from A.P.P.LE. She listened for the fist e
to whatber students were saying about their lcohol use. She
will be a part of the Snowball program next summer in
Kaunas. She alsosaid tha for the first ime n en yearsshe i
enjoying teaching because her relationship with her students
has changed a5 a result of A PPLE.

‘While in Lithuania I met in Kaunas with Dr. Anianss
Gostautas and Ina Pilkauskiené, both of whom were in the
substance abuse prevention srand last summer. They recog-
nized the importance of such a program for Lithuanian youth.
Both have been instrumental in the school antismoking pro-
gram. Dr. Anianas is both a psychiatrist and a cardiologist.
Ina is a psychologist. We are planning the Snowball pro-
gram for next summer in cooperation with AP.PLE.,
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Our meetings were exciting for me because they will
bring about an American teen (0 Lithuanian teen program
for the summer and create a beter A.P.P.L.E. seminar. Ten
American tecnagers willravel 1o Lithuania in early August
10 work with many of the teachers who were in our sub-
stance abuse prevention strand this past summer. Afler ome
team-building training, we wil hold a three-day event to-
gether with S0 Lithuanian teens and 20 aduli. The same
processis followed i the U.S. when a new chapter i formed.
‘These ten American teens arc young people who stafl
our local Snowball program and have experienced many
training programs in prevention. They will pay a portion of
their expenscs. We are searching for other funding sources
for transportation, materials and the costof food for all.
‘The theory of Snowball i that teens impact oher teens.
‘whoimpact ther teens. The program grows as it ols along.
‘The Kaunas Snowball chartr will be the firt intemational
charer granied by Snowball,Inc and it will oin 120 chapiers
inthe UsS. Exciting, isn'tit?
—Jack Inwin

CALL FOR PROGRAMS,
'WORKSHOPS, LECTURES FOR

LitHUANIA 1994

AP.PLE.sccks program proposls, workshop plns nd
detiled lecture oulnes or completed papers forpresena-
tion at the Fourth A.P.P.L.E. Teachers' In-Service Seminar ,
10be held invarious Lithuanian cits during the priod uly
18-August 14, 1993. Dates are July 18-29 for Session One,

August 1-August 6 for Session Two and August 8-14 for
advancod students (Sesion Three).Slected paricipanis must
be able 10 make a minimum two-week commitment 0 the
Seminar program. Lecturers invited o Session Two are asked
10 be available if needed for Session Three as well. Sites
currently under consideration include Vilnius, Kaunas,
Klaipéda, Marijampolé and Birsionss.

Proposalinthe areas ofecucational drministration, caly
childhood and elementary education,teaching of ethics and
teaching of democracy, vocational and special education,
school psychology, counseling, educational media,
librarianship, educational reform and teaching methods in
all subject specialtiesare welcome. These are very broad areas
and will become more narowly defined through your pro-
posds.

Youmay call Seminar Registrar Shirley Sabo at (203)
17584600 foc detals as they become availabl, and Shirey
can also help you develop your teaching proposa to best fit
AP.P.LE.'s 1994 Seminar framework, Send thee copics of
detailed propasals by March 1, 1994, Early proposals are
extracrdinasily helpful in the. planning process. We would
be delighted (0 receive your paperwork immediaely. In any
case,if you are going to apply, callto et us know.

‘We will ecp possibl lecturers promptly apprised ofall
detail. Inevitably our expecations willchange s we rceive
your suggestons. A.P.P.L.E. welcomes your input regard-
ing all aspecis of the program and your assstance — abso-
lutely essential—in oblaining teaching materials for
Lithuania.

'We look forward 1o hearing from you with stage fright
and delght. The Winter Solstie s past. Summer i coming
upon s again.

LAUDS, ACCOLADES, SUGGESTIONS

Noes rompos-Seminar questionnaires, o ake with  grain
ofsali—will sl produce a big smile!

+The mostimportant thing s that you came. Your incere
riendship, your freedom of thinking had a great impact. Inmy
vilage all people care about i business and money. You were
ke spring of clear water to me. —Vilnius, music

“Thank you for leting me come. Thanks particularly for
the financial support. Without i, I could never have atiended
any courses. —Vilnius, clementary

I have been 10 a series of seminars over my 24 years in
education, but never before have any provided not oy knowl-
dge buta grea desire 10 work professionally—never have there
been any like AP.P.L.E.'s. —Mariampoié, admiristration

+Justbeing able to meet with you s agreat deal. The moral
sirength I gained will help me maintain my own Opinions—
uniil et summer. Thank you! —Birsionas, mathematics

1 am entranced by the teachers from America. They arc
naturl,sincere, good-humored and of good will They refresh
me and give me siength,renew my spirt. 1 meet them with oy
and am always sad 10 say goodbye—I feel as though a part of

each person stays behind. In the fall [ ry 0 speak o my stu-
dents ina new way. —Birstonas, psychology

<We need separate groups for administrators of primary
versus high schools because work isues dier.

“We need a strand for school inspectors, with a focus on
planning and ealuaion o eachers’ and adminisrators” work.

+Separte groups for young versus experienced admiris-
wrators,bringing them together fo several gencral lctures.

W would like 10 have a prospectus ofalthe activtes in
advance, whereal the theses (0 be discussed are explicit

~Create caeful groupings of participants. Inform every-
body about the Seminar, but admit ol the most commitied.
Give pricrity to first-ime paricipans. Tnvite more rural and
provincial-ity teachers.

«Put more emphasis on English coaching hours—use in-
tensive methods. Next year bring casseties forindividuals 0
study language after hours. Strt a French coaching group.

+Show more videos. Secing s bettr than hearing. Teach
more_about American schoolsat th beginning.

~Spend atemoons playing games and spors!
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Support the teachers and children of a
free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A PPLE. member.

'YES! I would like tojoin your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. 1am enclosing
the following amountfor annual membership:

Leadership group 525000
Charier member 10000
Member 2500
Student or retired member 15,00
Special donations:
1994 Scholarships 2000 each
Name:
Address.
City. State___Zip.
Telephone.

Please make your check payable (0 the Ameri-
can Professional Partership for Lithuanian

Education

P.0. Box 617 + Durham, CT 06422
Tel. (203) 347-7095 « FAX (203) 347-5837




