[image: image1.jpg]tellectual excitement and a sense of accomplishment. We
developed an appreciation for and commitment to a culture
and people of whom we had previously been unaware.... this
remarkable summer was but a beginning.... We look forward
to joining our fellow educators in Lithuania again.”

Prof. Paul Slayton of Mary Washington College in Vir-
ginia writes:

“I spent most of last summer, and the first two weeks in
January of this year in Lithuania working with Lithuanian
teachers. These opportunities provided me with the landmark
experiences of my life.

“The Lithuanians are delightfully dedicated and enthu-
siastic. Their adrenaline is pumping from the successful
ending to their years of struggle for independence. Many
Lithuanian teachers were in the vanguard of the indepen-
dence movement. Some risked their lives by interposing their
bodies between the infamous TV tower in Vilnius and the
Soviet tanks. Since the August Coup in Moscow, Lithuania
is no longer threatened by hostile armed forces. However,
the structure of Lithuanian education is, like their economy,
in a shambles. Lithuanian educators have rejected 50 years
of Communist indoctrination. That rejection includes all
curriculum with the Marxist-Leninist imprimatur. Just
imagine that you had to go into your classroom tomorrow
doubtful of your own education, and without any of the
curriculum materials published in the last fifty years. It’s a
frightening thought! But that is exactly the situation in which
Lithuanian teachers find themselves.

“English is the ‘hottest’ subject in the curriculum. With
the opening up of communications and trade with the West,
students are clamoring to study English. Thus, to serve current
student interests as well as national aspirations, the sizes of
English classes are increasing alarmingly for the relatively
few teachers of English in Lithuanian.

“Another extremely significant detriment to effective
English instruction in Lithuanian schools is the fact that in-
dividual teachers are left largely to their own meager re-
sources. There is little in the way of instructional support
from regional offices. Few in administrative or supervisory
roles have any knowledge of English, and there is no organi-
zation of English teachers. In fact, the idea of subject matter
support groups is a new concept to Lithuanian educators.

“In the school in Kupiskis, in which I taught English
classes for a day, I found the only piece of contemporary
American literature was Eric Segal’s Love Story—not an
auspicious beginning for the study of modern English.
Moreover, Lithuanian schools lack the technology for using
video tapes, have no equipment for reproducing printed
materials, and are further burdened by a paucity of audio
tapes in English. Thus, Lithuanian students of English have
little opportunity to hear spoken English, with the English
teacher providing the only opportunity to practice oral skills.
Herein, too, lies a problem. All the Lithuanian English
teachers I met had good reading and written skills, and an
excellent understanding of English grammar. All but a few,
however, were sadly deficient in oral skills.

“How can we help? Send the English language to Li-
etuva! Any surplus materials, young adult novels (in fact,
most contemporary American literature), audio tapes, either
cassette or reel-to-reel, and letters both from you and your
students—all these, along with your moral support, would
be splendid contributions. The Lithuanians, with their un-
armed, passive resistance provided the major blows to
Communist hegemony in Eastern Europe. They have self-
respect and dignity in full measure. Just a bit of help will
allow them to recapture their heritage as a free people.”

A.P.P.L.E.—VILNIUS BRANCH

After having been asked to write an article on “Educa-
tion in Lithuania” I had to ask myself whose education I am
to write about. I have been living and working in Lithuania
since July 2, and the longer I am here, the more I realize the
invaluable education I am receiving. Witnessing the re-es-
tablishment of Lithuania has been an exuberant, yet sober-
ing, experience, for while the joy of Lithuanian independence
is real, so are the long-term effects of Sovietization, which
will not be wiped away as easily as the statues of Lenin were.

In working at the “Lietuvos Mokytoju Kvalifikacijos
Institutas” in Vilnius, I have had the opportunity to look at
one aspect of society, the Lithuanian educational system, on
a more in-depth level. This “Teachers’ In-Service Training
Institute” hosts over 13,000 teachers per year, as primary
and secondary teachers come for one to two-week sessions
to continue their education in their fields. In the past it was
mandatory that teachers attend one session every five years.
This year it is optional. I work in the English Language De-
partment with two other foreigners: Kristin Baird, also rep-
resenting A.P.P.L.E., and Gavin McEwan of Scotland.

This fall we organized two two-week sessions for sec-
ondary school English teachers. A total of 97 teachers at-
tended from all over Lithuania. Each day was divided into
lectures and small-group discussions. Some of the lectures
included “Learning as a Positive Experience”, “Communi-
cation for the Classroom Teacher”, “ American Universities”,
and “British and American Culture.” Our goal through these
lectures was to present information on both teaching meth-
odology and American/British life.

What the teachers need most is not fancy teaching aids,
but rather confidence. They need someone to tell them that
they can speak English, that they have the capacity to be
great teachers, and to trust in themselves. As one teacher put
it, “This session was so different from the others. In the past,
all they used to tell us was what poor English teachers we
were. But you’re telling us that we’re not. You listen to us,
and we can tell that you really care.”

Caring is something left out of all the Soviet textbooks
for teaching. In the “Learning as a Positive Experience” lec-
ture, Kristin and I spoke of developing relationships with
your students. Students will learn better if you show them
that you care about them. We mentioned that teachers should
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MAKING REAL HISTORY REAL

As a high school teacher of World and European His-
tory and A.P.P.LE.’s History Strand coordinator, I was asked
by the Ministry of Education to cover certain topics. The
requests were very specific. In response, I gave presenta-
tions on a dozen major topics in world history, emphasizing
the differences in historical interpretations of major events,
the different theories of causes of historical change, and some
of my own research and lesson plans. Among the topics: the
nature of revolutions, the rise of industrialism, colonization
and decolonization, and the effects of population growth and
disease. Much of the material that I presented was quite un-
familiar to the Lithuanian teachers. And they were so struck
by the sheer diversity of scholarly opinion! This made clear,
once again, how isolated and cutoff that they had been over
the last 50 years from scholarly work and data easily available
in the non-Communist world. I had been aware how much
Soviet teaching of history had been controlled, but now I
also realized how much the teaching of history had been
downplayed and essentially avoided under the Soviet sys-
tem. History was taught only a few times a week.

In presenting the History/Social Studies Strand this sum-
mer, I was very glad to be joined by Gabrielius Kajeckas for
American politics, Susan Saccamando for geography, Ri-
chard Fitzsimmons and Regina Petrauskas for library science,
and Saulius Suziedelis for lectures on Lithuanian history for
the period 1920-1946. As a first-time participant, I was im-
pressed by the respect shown by everyone for the efforts of
A.P.P.L.E., and the respect shown for the U.S. teachers’ will-
ingness to work long hours helping others in great need.

I was struck by the irony that the Soviet system of terror
and suppression had the effect of producing large numbers
of people who don’t have experience of straightforward
working and producing, because of the distractions in a very
difficult workplace of watching out for their survival. Teach-
ers were working to overcome this hangover from the Soviet
period as well as to inspire others to overcome it.

1 was shaken by the inhuman enormity of the Soviets”

FROM: Government of the Republic of Lithuania
TO: AP.P.LE. September 17, 1993

Congratulations on the success of A.P.P.L.E.’s programs
in Vilnius, Marijampol¢, Klaipéda and Bir3tonas. All of the
teachers who participated in the programs of school admin-
istration, early childhood education, psychology, social
studies, special education, native language study, natural
sciences, music, English and French, mathematics, library
science, teachers’ center, health groups, found the courses
very useful. They allowed our teachers to tap into the world
reserve of pedagogical, subject and methodological news and
practices. All of this will be very valuable as they carry out
the reform of our educational system.

It is pleasing to note that the incalculable worth of
A.P.P.LE.’s help to Lithuania continues to grow and ex-
pand every year. Almost 1,100 teachers participated in this
summer’s seminars and 600 teachers during the academic
year. This is an excellent example of assistance and coop-
eration that Lithuanians abroad can render their homeland,
its future and its prosperity.

Our teachers are sincerely grateful to the A.P.P.L.E.

- organization for its generous gift of literature, textbooks,
teaching aids and supplies, as well as other support, includ-
ing the A.P.P.L.E. center at the Teacher In-Service Institute.

Your A.P.P.L.E. organization is an excellent facilitator
to the Lithuanian Republic’s Ministry of Culture and Edu-
cation in establishing useful ties with appropriate govern-
mental and nongovernmental structures in the United States
of America and in carrying out educational programs. A
heartfelt thank-you to you for this.

To all of A.P.P.L.E.’s members and friends, to the
A.PP.LE. Board of Directors, I wish you all the best—
health, success and happiness in your further work for the
good of Lithuania.

With gratitude and respect,
Adolfas Slezevi¢ius Prime Minister of Lithuania
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early years of the Soviet occupation. Though I knew in gen-
eral of the Stalinist terror, especially from Robert Conquest’s
work on Ukrainian history, I did not know the figures of
approximately 500,000 exiled from a population of under 3
million Lithuanians; of these , 260,000 people did not return.
After viewing the National Museum exhibition, these num-
bers kept thrumming through my consciousness.

1 have great respect for the Lithuanian teachers now
wrestling with the fallout of radical changes in ground rules
and expectations for the whole society. Even the most opti-
mistic among them see ten years of very hard work ahead .
The deferment of rewards will be particularly rough for people
in their late 40s and 50s, who would in other societies be set
on a clear course of career fulfillment before retirement. To
maintain full employment under Soviet rule, men retired at
60, women at 55; but Lithuania will need to call on the talents
of its experienced teachers. Those in mid-career will have to
lead their schools through many changes in difficult eco-
nomic times. The Lithuanian teachers I worked with aspired
to set new standards. The challenge will be great.

The teachers in the history strand were very articulate. I
was impressed by their openness to new ideas. They ranged
in age from their early 30s to their late 50s, and were facing
every kind of uncertainty about the future, but they were ready
to jump in and work at new concepts and theories, and to
create new materials. I was delighted with their spirited dis-
cussions of historical theories, interpretations and methods.
The teachers were inventive and creative with the small
amounts of information and paper available to them. They
picked up on suggestions and “tricks of the history teaching
trade” very quickly, and were ready to share and learn from
each other and build on ideas presented by the A.P.P.L.E.
History Strand.

With people of the quality of the Lithuanian history teach-
ers who came to the A.P.P.L.E. *93 History Strand, Lithua-
nian education is in good hands. Much has been done in ex-
panding and improving the teaching of the nation’s history,
in developing a new curriculum (completed during June 1993)
and in writing and publishing new post-Soviet textbooks.
More work s still to be done: further books are needed. Pa-
per for printing is in very short supply, and the quality of the
paper means that the books will not last long.

There seemed to be unevenness in the delivery of texts;
the country has 55 regional school systems. There appeared
to be a shortage of basic atlases, for instance, especially in
areas outside of Vilnius. Some country and small town
schools had not been lucky in acquiring class equipment.
Students themselves would seem to be on a tighter rein in
class than in the U.S. With political freedom and accompa-
nying economic pressure for survival, there was anxiety ex-
pressed about how some of the best students were dropping
out and will be lost in the new society. The teachers are wor-
ried that their fellow professionals are being tempted away
to better-paying jobs, leaving a small number to manage the
transformation of the system. Also, young people are not
entering the teaching profession in normal numbers. These

facts make A.P.P.L.E.’s efforts to encourage and inspire the
profession particularly important.

A.P.P.L.E. 93 was a very strenuous experience!—both
the extensive preparation required, as well as conducting the
intensive two-week sessions in both Vilnius and Klaipeda.
But, more important, it was a greatly rewarding teaching and
personal experience, especially for the opportunity to work
with our dedicated fellow teachers of Lithuania, who have
had such hard lives yet clearly remain devoted to the good of
their students and their country.

—Ginny Bergen, Washington, D.C.

LITHUANIAN SKY—GOLDEN RAIN

Last spring a colleague of mine, Emilija Sakadolskis,
asked me if I might be interested in A.P.P.L.E. She explained
the program, and we discussed possible seminar topics. I re-
alized that A.P.P.L.E. was a terrific opportunity that I should
not refuse. During my three weeks working with A.P.P.L.E.
I was fortunate enough to present all of the topics we had
discussed plus a few others. The participants seemed (o es-
pecially enjoy seminars on Cooperative Learning in the Music
Classroom, Thematic Approaches to Teaching and Music of
Other Cultures.

After a lecture and discussion on cooperative learning
techniques, the participants watched a video , which explained
more techniques of cooperative learning and actually showed
children working in cooperative groups. The teachers are
hungry for new ideas and how to apply these ideas to their
classrooms in Lithuania. They are eager to see American
children learning, and they are curious about how children
learn in general. Apparently, many Lithuanian teachers do
not know much about child development and research on
child psychology appears to be just beginning.

A Thematic Approach to Teaching Music was also a
topic of special interest. We related music to the A.P.P.L.E.
theme in Klaipeda, which was “The Elements — Fire, Wa-
ter, Earth and Wind.” The participants explored ways to re-
late the four elements to dance, song, story, geography and
other related subjects. They realized that there could be more
in a music classroom than just singing. (This is something
that some American music teachers need to realize also.)

My love for music and music education lies in the phi-
losophy of discovering the connections between very differ-
ent people. Music brings people together. Teaching music
from Indonesia and the Balkans to Lithuanian music teach-
ers was one of the highlights of my trip. As music is created
as areflection of a particular set of beliefs, it is important for
students to have a background of a particular culture before
experiencing its art. After the teachers learned about
Indonesia’s history, people, culture and belief system, we
then discussed the music created in this region.

We performed an authentic gamelan piece titled “Golden
Rain.” Gamelan is a type of Indonesian musical orchestra.
Gongs play at specific times during a five- or seven-note
melody, played on xylophone-type instruments. Fortunately,
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Music Institute, although we discussed what could be substi-
tuted (bottles or glasses with water, keyboards). The cafete-
ria lent us pots and pans for gong sounds. The gamelan piece
we experienced that morning was unforgettable.

What were the Lithuanian teachers like? How was the
interpreter? These are two common questions which have
been asked of me. The answer to both is “incredible!!!” 1
found the Lithuanian teachers extremely eager to learn. In
Klaipeda the music teachers adored “This Land Is Your Land”
and wanted to copy all of the verses. They wanted to learn
about the geography of America and couldn’t believe that
there could possibly be trees as big as the redwoods.

In one particular session, I team taught with Ginny
Bergen from the Social Studies Strand. We combined and
then split the social studies and music teachers into 12 groups.
They were to think of two to three influences in the creation
of work songs and then share their answers. Ginny and I
never dreamed that the teachers would want to perform work
songs, but eight of the twelve groups did so. The groups
seemed excited to learn from each other, and Ginny and I
acted primarily as moderators. The Lithuanian teachers are
finally ealizing that they “are allowed” to speak out, that
speaking about beliefs is necessary for growth and develop-
ment—beginning with individuals, then communities. This
positive spirit and enthusiasm is catching,

I am truly glad that I was a part of A.P.P.L.E. this sum-
mer, and I encourage any educator who is willing to take a
challenge in growth and awareness of self to become part of
this incredible orchard. I have changed. I may not look dif-
ferent, but I have changed because of A.P.P.L.E. Some
warned me, “It’s difficult going back to the States ... get
ready for culture shock!” I was scared to come back. How
would I cope with all of the material objects around me?
Would I be able to enjoy hot water every day, or would I
conserve more now that I realize some people do not have
it? What would it be like to go into a store and see plastic
everywhere? These thoughts and many, many more entered
my mind as I began to love Lithuania. The music. The coun-
tryside. The flowers. The smiles of common folk.

When I did come back I wasn’t in culture shock, but
something else. It took a few days to figure out just what “it”
was. I am coming to think that my feelings are because of
value shock. What do most Americans really value in this
country? What do I value? I will continue to ask this ques-
tion, but I am beginning to realize what the Lithuanian people
taught me. They went through a tremendous amount of pain
and hurt, despair, sadness, hatred ... all those “negative’
feelings most Americans are taught not to express. These
people have experienced those negative feelings so much
that they are in love with life. They help each other. They
have solid foundations on how to live life to the fullest, and
they don’t even realize it. They enjoy their feelings and ex-
press them in productive ways. I leaned about the value of
life from the Lithuanians I came into contact with. I thank
God for this incredible experience.

—Kelly McKay, University of Maryland, College Park

NoTt A DELIVERY SYSTEM,

AN IGNITION SYSTEM

Education, formerly a tool of political control, has be-
come the focal point for transition to a modern and demo-
cratic society in Lithuania. The ordinary classroom is ex-
pected by Lithuania’s citizens to play a definitive role in
creating the contours of their country’s future.

One of A.P.P.L.E.’s most far-reaching projects is the
establishment of a network of regional teacher resource and
development centers. The centers will be designed to reflect
local concerns, improve the quality of regional in-service
education and thereby classroom education. Eventually, they
could also provide breakthrough community services. The
Centers will encourage professionalism, collegiality, cre-
ativity, responsibility and self-reflection in teaching.

Thanks to the efforts of all who generously contributed
their time and educational media, this network has begun
work. Much thought and planning is already in the past. The
Vilnius Center opened in January of 1993, at Didlaukio Street
82, and a beautiful setting and atmosphere is provided in the
care of Mr. Stasys Urbonas and Mrs. Maryté Speiciené.

So far, this is principally an exhibit of educational mate-
rials. Mrs. Aldona Augustaitiené, director of the children’s
department of Mazvydas National Library, has contributed
countless hours spent in translation and adaptation of mate-
rials. It should be noted that the English-language skills of
participants in Seminar *93 Library and Teacher Center
Strands are improving rapidly. With another concentration
of effort, Vilnius will become a functioning nerve center for
the network.

There is great interest in Marijampolé, Siauliai, Klaipéda
and Kaunas to connect with this network. Ms. Angelija
Beinoryt¢ has offered to care for materials and services at
the hearing-impaired school in Kaunas. Within a week of
her call, 22 librarians of the Kaunas school district attended
an A.P.P.L.E. mini-seminar. Enthusiasm prevailed during
intense hours spent sharing ideas and making plans.

The Lithuanian Ministry of Education is highly sup-
portive of this endeavor and it has become part of its own
agenda. A.P.P.L.E. has invited five educators, from five dif-
ferent towns, to visit the U.S. this fall for a two-week train-
ing session. The Open Society Fund-Lithuania has decided
to support this project with travel funding. These scholars
will study models for Center organization, funding and man-
agement. They will participate in center activities and leam
about teacher needs assessment. They will develop individual
plans for centers in their own cities.

Meanwhile, we hope that A.P.P.L.E. donors will con-
tinue to generously support the Vilnius Center — the hub of
our network, as well as other regional centers just sprouting
up A.P.P.LE. can often suggest means of mailing educa-
tional materials and equipment at greatly reduced rates. Please
contact Regina Petrauskas to coordinate shipment plans at
(717) 587-5808 evenings, (717) 785-3124 days, or write: 214
Butternut Lane, Clark’s Summit, PA 18411.




[image: image5.jpg]EDUCATION AND DISABILITIES

Last fall, AP.P.L.E. became part of a consortium of
organizations committed to assisting children with disabili-
ties, “Special Partners for Special People.” We have kept in
close touch with Consortium founder Judy Smith-Davis, as
specific projects for Lithuania are developed. Some excerpts
of an October 92 site report are reprinted here. We thank
Judy Smith-Davis for her gracious permission to aquaint our
readers with a part of her fact-finding trip.

‘When bold moves toward complete independence from
the Soviet Union began in 1988, one of the first groups to
move in this direction was the Lithuanian Ministry of Culture
and Education, whose representatives went to Moscow and
declared their own general education programs. Lithuania’s
Education Reform Act of 1991 stipulates that all children,
regardless of disability, have a right to an education. A 1991
Disabilities Act states that all children with disabilities have
a right to an education as close to their homes as possible.
Both Acts need interpretation as to how they are to be
implemented.

As was the practice across the USSR, children with mild
to moderate disabilities in Lithuania have been enrolled in
special boarding schools away from their homes. There are
44 special schools. It is estimated that 8,000 children are in
special schools for mild mental retardation. Specialized
training continues only through grade 9, and a vocation is
essentially selected for students by virtue of the training they
are given. Similar schools exist for orphans. Children with
severe disabilities have generally not been admitted to the

special boarding schools, although those with Down’s Syn-
drome were admitted for the first time in 1991. Parents of
children with moderate to severe disabilities receive pension
funds on behalf of these children, who are, therefore, regis-
tered in the Ministry of Social Welfare.

Education for individuals with disabilities comes under
the purview of the Ministry of Social Welfare, which contin-
ues to put funds into the boarding schools because this model
is traditional. The Ministry of Culture and Education has
had no responsibility for children in the boarding institutions,
although there is now a Director of Special Education Pro-
grams on the staff of this Ministry and all trainees in general
education at the Pedagogical University also take at least
one course in special education. There are also infant homes,
which are the responsibility of the Ministry of Health. There
is no coordination among the various ministries and offices
that deal with education, boarding school and other issues
affecting students with disabilities.

Because of long-standing mistrust of state structures, aid
is generally directed through private organizations of parents
and professionals. Cooperation and hard work among parent
associations, university personnel and others is resulting in a
complete plan for education and other services for individuals
with disabilities in Vilnius. This plan will be based on the
long-term vision of keeping children with disabilities in their
homes and providing education and other services in the
community. Due to current conditions, and to the need to
modify public attitudes and systems, this is expected to be
an evolutionary, rather than a revolutionary, process.

VIOLETA’S LETTER TO THE CORPS

My name is Violeta Spakauskaité. Iam from Lithuania.
Thad worked for 13 years as a speech therapist and as a teacher
at the Boarding School for the Deaf in Vilnius. Now I am a
graduate student with a Fulbright grant at the Program in
Special Education: Deaf and Hearing Impaired at Lewis &
Clark College in Portland, Oregon.

I want to express my deep appreciation to A.P.P.L.E.
for giving me this opportunity . I am especially grateful
because A.P.P.L.E. initiated the first grant for studies in the
field of education for the deaf and hearing impaired. All the
people from A.P.P.L.E. whom I met in Vilnius were so very
kind. Their combined efforts made a dream come true. I
would especially like to thank Vaiva Vebra, Rasa Treciokas,
Jurate Krokys, and Susan Andersen.

My school year will last until the summer of next year. I
hope to get my master’s degree. Prior to beginning my study
program, I hadn’t any experience in the United States, but I
attended the A.P.P.L.E. Summer Seminar in Vilnius in 1991
and 1992. Now I am experiencing firsthand what was told
tome. I went to a public school for a few days and observed
the integration of deaf and hearing-impaired children. In my

country we have only begun to talk about this problem, so
I’m excited to see how it is already working in the U.S. Our
system of deaf education is so different! In America they
have many methods for the hearing impaired—they use sign
language much more fluently and have implemented a pro-
gram of counseling for parents. Being in America and hav-
ing the opportunity to study in my chosen field will be ex-
tremely useful in my work at home. Thanks to all of you
again for affording me a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

—Violeta Spakauskaité

A LETTER FROM REGINA

1am ateacher from the small country of Lithuania. There
is only one school for the blind in our country, and itis in the
capital, Vilnius. This school has 220 students, and they can
study there for 13 years. I have 15 years experience in teach-
ing visually impaired students at the Vilnius School for the
Blind.

1am very pleased to have the opportunity to study at the
Overbrook International Program in Philadelphia. Every-
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A new Vilnius elementary school has opened in a former
nursery school in the district of Fabijoniskes. Children are
taught through grade four (most schools still hew to the So-
viet model of grades 1-12 in a single huge structure). Twenty-
five teachers work in the renovated school.

New principal Mrs. Bajeviene was formerly an elemen-
tary school teacher. The teachers’ newspaper Dialogas writes
of the youthful principal: “She was glad to be chosen, since
she had a clear vision of her school. Summer days were spent
at study in the Educational Administration Strand of the
A.P.P.L.E. Seminar, spent in search of colleagues-to-be who
would build upon their love for children, who would build a
democratic style in an orderly school. During these prepara-
tions the idea was born to name this school the Apple School.
Teachers, parents and children agreed. On September 1, an
apple tree will be planted in the courtyard. The little ones
will be given apples as they come to the school. The princi-
pal believes that the apple will become a symbol of generos-
ity, warmth and understanding between teachers and pupils.”

We are almost speechless. The A.P.P.L.E. Corps will be
watching, we will be helping, and we are thrilled by this ven-
ture, its promise and its gracious beginnings.

MASTERS OF SociAL WORK,

CONSIDER

In the fall of 1992 a School of Social Work was estab-
lished at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas. Facilities
and funding are provided by CARITAS and the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops. There is no special short-
age of qualified U.S. lecturers interested in teaching courses
at VDU. However, Lithuanian-speaking field supervisors are
in great demand. Minimum training requirements include an
MSW and a fall and/or spring semester commitment of at
least two months. For further information, please contact Prof.
Regina Kuliene in Chicago at (708) 719-0130 (home).

A MAP OF THE NEAR FUTURE

A solid book called “Lietuvos §vietimo reformos gairés”
(Ways and means of Lithuanian educational reform) has ap-
peared in Lithuania. This volume provides in a single pack-
age a far-ranging discussion of the theoretical underpinnings
and practical directions of current reforms. Authors include
the dean of democratic reform in Lithuania’s schools, Dr.
Meilé Luksiené, as well as many others. All write in a lively
style accessible to the casual reader (of Lithuanian). A ten-
page English language abstract is provided. This publication
should be of great interest to all working in the interest of
Lithuania’s schools and so the Ministry of Education has
reserved copies for A.P.P.L.E.’s membership. Such books
sell out quickly in Lithuania. Please send $12 to the A.P.P.L.E.
office to order.

CONGRATULATIONS! REMEMBER

WARM SOCKS

Amanda Floan was a student volunteer who traveled to
Lithuania as an English instructor and administrative assistant
for A.P.P.L.E.’s Seminar ’92. She has received a Fulbright
Fellowship for study and research in Lithuania and will be
attached to Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas. Amanda
will be continuing language study and research for her
master’s thesis on the Lithuanian national movement during
the 1980s. She is a graduate student in the Russian and East
European Studies program at the University of Washington.

In addition to student grants, the Fulbright program also
sends professors and teachers abroad. Dr. Susan Andersen,
amember of A.P.P.L.E.’s Board of Directors, who is teach-
ing communications theory this year at Vilnius Pedagogical
University, is another A.P.P.L.E. Fulbrighter. For Fulbright
information, contact : European Programs, Academic Ex-
change Programs Division, (E/AEE), USIA, 301 4th St. S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20547, tel. (202) 619-4420.

FRIENDS, DEAR LECTURERS

The staff of the Pedagogical Experience Office wants to
compile and publish materials based on your lectures read at
the A.P.P.L.E. courses. This would enable the Lithuanian
teachers who have no opportunity to attend the courses to
get acquainted with your ideas on education. A Seminar year-
book will be published containing presentations from this
year’s Seminar and other much needed pedagogical litera-
ture. Any articles or material free of copyright restriction
may be submitted. Lithuanian teachers lack easily accessible
pedagogical ideas in print and are eager to see what you will
send. Please seriously consider this request.

‘We would kindly ask those who support this idea to write
or submit articles of three to ten pages Articles—your own,
in English or Lithuanian, or other authors’ articles free of
restriction, must be submitted to the A.P.P.L.E. office by
December 10. This is the publishers’ deadline. Finally, thank
you for everything you have done for our teachers.

—MTr. Stasys Urbonas, Teachers’ In-Service Institute

A.P.P.L.E. KEYNOTER

Summer Seminar "93 lecturer Dr. Richard Fitzsimmons
was a keynote speaker at the Central European Academic
Libraries Conference, September 27-29, 1993. The proceed-
ings took place at the Lithuanian Technical Library in Vilnius,
which is housed in a 17th-century monastery. Exhibitions,
demonstrations and lectures from the U.S., Europe and Aus-
tralia were presented. Dr. Fitzsimmons spoke on the use of
library technologies and the needs of teachers working in
newly democratic societies. A.P.P.L.E.’s work in Lithuania
was cited as a model for providing access to information and
skills, as well as a democratic context for educational re-
form.
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We are very pleased to announce that Mr. Kazimieras
Pulmonas will be joining A.P.P.L.E. Board of Directors
member Regina Petrauskas as a presenter at the Eighth
Lithuanian Symposium on the Arts and Sciences in Chicago,
November 24-28. Education is included as a Symposium
session, among the social sciences, for the first time. This
will be a great opportunity to report on the A.P.P.L.E.
organization’s efforts and impact on Lithuanian education,

Mr. Pulmonas is deputy director of the Teachers’ In-
Service Institute in Vilnius as well as a mathematics (and
drafting) teacher greatly respected by his students. He has
written 14 scholarly articles. Recently, he was instrumental
in establishing, and now serves as an officer of, the indepen-
dent math teachers’ association. Mr. Pulmonas is a member
of A.P.P.L.E.’s Lithuanian Board of Trustees. His presenta-
tion will review current educational reforms and A P.P.L.E.’s
partnership with Lithuania’s schools and teachers.

For all who have attended our summer seminars, Mr.
Pulmonas is remembered for his extraordinary efforts at fa-
cilitating our programs. Seminar’ians are keenly aware of
his attention to detail in order to make our stay comfortable
—including the planning of weekend trips to aquaint Ameri-
can teachers with the Lithuanian landscape and culture. Mr.
Pulmonas is a very modest man. He is nevertheless a master
behind the scenes and an eloquent tenor on the stage.

A.P.P.L.E. must raise the cost of airfare for Mr.
Pulmonas, whose stay will otherwise be sponsored by the
Symposium committee. Our members are invited to partici-
pate in financing Mr. Pulmonas’ first trip to the U. S. This is
one way we can express our gratitude for his efforts to ensure
our own well-being and success. Experience has shown that
it is a rare gift for an American organization to find totally
professional and absolutely committed partners in Lithua-
nia. A.P.P.L.E. has done so in Mr. Pulmonas. Let’s work
together to make his first flight to the U.S. an easy one.

Contribution checks should be made out to A.P.P.L.E.
and forwarded to: Mr. Julius Véblaitis, 982 Townley Ave. ,
Union, NJ, 07083 or to the A.P.P.L.E. office.

ACIU! ACIU! ACIU!

During this past summer in Lithuania, the A.P.P.L.E.
teachers who were helping to train a new generation of
Lithuanian teachers heard this “Thank You!” chant repeated
often. It was a grateful farewell message from our Lithua-
nian colleagues that still rings in our ears and warms our
hearts. It is a message the belongs equally to you, for the
support that you gave to this program to help build Lithuania’s
future.

The 1993 A.P.P.L.E. program was highly successful.
Approximately 1,100 teachers from all regions of Lithuania
participated in intensive programs in Vilnius, Mariampolé,

Klaipéda and Birstonas over a total of five weeks. Six-dozen
teachers from America and Canada joined their Lithuanian
colleagues in an academic interaction that was rewarding to
both. The Lithuanians gained information about subject mat-
ter, materials and techniques, and the Westemers reported
how “recharging” it was to work with intensely motivated
colleagues eager to renew their country’s educational sys-
tem. Everyone felt that “we reaped more than we sowed!”

Your generous contributions to the Lithuanian Teach-
ers’ Scholarship Fund provided crucial economic (and moral)
support to Lithuanian teachers struggling with an often-har-
rowing economy. Some teachers thanked us and told us that
they would otherwise have had no chance of attending. Some
refused to accept the stipend until we explained that it wasn’t
charity, but our way of helping them seek knowledge, con-
fidence and joy in their work. Some explained to us in detail
how they would use the $20—to buy teaching materials.

Although letters from Lithuanian teachers to their spon-
sors were confidential, one teacher, an especially elegant and
resolute lady, asked us to offer her written thanks to every-
one who brought the Seminar to fruition:

I'would like to thank all the A.P.P.L.E. organizers, pro-
fessors and sponsors for allowing me to attend A.P.P L.E.
1993 in Klaipéda. I attended the leadership group because |
am a dean and a professor, so the two-week program was
especially useful to me. I am not young anymore, and 1 had a
nagging doubt that I was no longer useful and could not
contribute or learn new methods and ideas. All your profes-
sors breathed new life into me, and I now feel inspired and
as if my vision has been restored and broadened.

I would like to thank very much Lithuanian Catholic
Religious Aid for its financial support. This was the first time
that I attended the A.P.P.L.E. program, and I would very
much like to do so in the future. May God bless you always!

—FEugenija Federaviciené, Sv. Antano College,
Vilniaus 8.6, 5700 Kretinga

A.P.P.LE. will continue to be a dynamic program to
support Lithuania’s rebirth, but to do so it needs help. In
addition to scholarships for Lithuanian teachers, the organi-
zation has extensive operating expenses that keep growing
as the program expands—especially postage, copying, phones
and materials for the Center in Vilnius, which provides
continuing services to Lithuanian teachers. Your contribu-
tion to A.P.P.L.E. now, in the fall of 1993, would help re-
plenish our badly depleted operating expense fund. Thank
you in advance for whatever contribution you can make!

In addition to continuing financial support, A.P.P.L.E.
is always in need of People Power. We regularly need people
to do occasional translating of a few pages from Lithuanian
to English and vice versa; to write articles for Lithuanian
newspapers and for the A.P.P.L.E. newsletter; and to help
make phone calls (a telephone tree) to mobilize people for
time-sensitive tasks. If you could do any of these things or
suggest other ways to help, please let us know. We need you
— and we exist to pursue your vision of Lithuania, a Lithuania
clear-eyed, compassionate and truly free.
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free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. I am enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00
Charter member 100.00
Member 25.00

Student or retired member  15.00
Special donations:

Svietimo gairés book $12.00 each

1994 Scholarships 20.00 each

“Mr. Pulmonas” donation

Name:

Addeess______
City___...__.___Sate¢ ___Zip.
Telephone

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education.

P.O. Box 1370 » West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 347-7095 « FAX (203) 347-5837
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American Professional Partnership
for Lithuanian Education

Post Office Box 1370

DURHAM, CT
PERMIT NO. 3

West Hartford, CT 06107

renewal 05/18/07

Address correction requested
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