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A VOTE oF CONFIDENCE

Times are painfully difficult in Lithuania. The inflation
rate is quoted at 1,200%, teacher salaries are dropping inreal
terms (to about $17 a month at the current exchange rate).
Teachers went on strike in May. The strike was unprecedented
and unsupported by any union, and caused an eruption of
public shock and anger. The Lithuanian people are wont to
say that a teachers’ strike is particularly immoral, because
teachers must be held to a “higher” code of ethics. In any
case, the strike has petered out for now. Summer salaries are
calculated based upon May paychecks. As teachers were not
paid for strike days, salaries of strikers will dip further yet.

It may be an exaggeration, but a striker was quoted as
saying that his paycheck is enough for rent, daily bread and
one liter of milk—per month. Heads of households are leav-
ing the profession or neglecting it to pursue second jobs.
Others ignore material considerations. Yet this is as ill-bal-
anced a decision for a teacher as ignoring the ethereal for the
material. It is hard to be an effective communicator when
one is tired and hungry. A pupil was quoted as saying to his
teachers: “We know that you are tired, and we understand,
but you should know that your tiredness exhausts us.”

When times are tough, an unexpected vote of confi-
dence can be a first step to get going again. Spring is a yearly
vote of confidence, a boost to the spirit that is touchingly
evident in the telephone voices of our friends in Lithuania.
Flax blooms in a pool of gentle blue, they tell us, and we
remember that all the prosaic mainstays of the Lithuanian
agrarian ecomony satisfied dual impulses—toward practi=
cality and beauty. The rooster, the salt shaker, the roof above
the well—the building blocks of the farmer’s day—prom-
ised long scrvice as well as everyday magic.

1t’s not enough, though, for spring to promise summer
as the already mean standard of living continues to slip.
Teachers are not farmers, and they yearn for a different har-
vest. They need teaching tools of practicality and beauty and
the knowledge of how to use them. After a winter of extreme
discontent, they also need a vote of confidence in their abili-

ties, in their future as a source of good and wise impulses in
their pupils, the schoolchildren who are Lithuania’s future.

About 500 A.P.P.L.E. Scholarship Drive donors have
provided this vote of confidence. It was expected that
A.P.P.L.E. might provide financial support to a fraction of
Seminar participants, especially those from rural areas. Now
it is clear that all first-time out-of-town teachers will be
sponsored. The message to Lithuania’s teachers is clear.
Despite a true crisis of confidence in some quarters (in
Lithuania as well as in the United States) regarding
Lithuania’s potential for a quick political, economic and
cultural recovery from 50 years of daily life distorted by to-
talitarianism, Americans continue to believe with a power-
ful good will and generosity in Lithuania’s people and seek
new ways of supporting Lithuanian endeavors. The Schol-
arship Drive struck this chord directly and was answered with
an outpouring of donations and moving letters. We received
letters from older people, teachers in Lithuania in the 1920s
and ’30s, who wished to support young colleagues from the
schools where they had taught. We received letters from
schoolchildren in a newly learned round cursive hand. We
received letters from the USA, Canada, Morocco and Greece.

First-time Lithuanian participants will receive a direct
payment in local currency to cover the costs of transportation,
food and lodging. This will account for almost the entire
donated amount. The remaining sum will be used to provide
services to each sponsored teacher, including admission to
cultural programs and films, translation and printing of ma-
terials to take back home, etc. All donors will receive a letter
from their sponsored teacher at summer’s end. This imme-
diate evaluation from over 800 participants will be quite a
report card for the Seminar.

In a sense, the generous Ame'fic"an response was a vote
of confidence equally granted—to A.P.P.L.E. as well as to
Lithuania’s educators. A.P.P.L.E. volunteers can testify as
to first results—such confidence inspires self-confidence and
spurs the desire to achieve. We thank everyone who par-
ticipated. The summer will be over in a flash, and you’ll be
hearing from “your” teacher soon.
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Last fall, A.P.P.L.E. became part of a consortium of or-
ganizations committed 1o assisting children with disabilities
throughout the C.1.S. and the Baltic States. Since then, we
have kept in close touch with Consortium founder Judy Smith-
Davis, as specific projects for Lithuania are developed..

RE: TEAM TO VILNIUS

A three-member team nominated by USA-CIS-
BALTICS will be funded by the U.S.1I.A. to provide training
and consultation in the interest of implementing the
Republic’s plan to integrate children with disabilities into
their communities. Objectives established for this team are:

1. To provide training as selected teachers begin new
roles as itinerant/consulting teachers, to assist classroom
teachers in instruction of students with mild disabilities.

2. To provide training to teachers and directors of public
schools, in order that they may establish self-contained
_classrooms for students with more serious disabilities.

The three persons on this team are: (1) Billie Ackerman
Stewart, Ph.D.; (2) Marlene Campbell, M. A ; and (3) Susan
O’Connor, M.S. Dr. Stewart led an international project to
identify and disseminate information on preparation of
speech-language personnel in 30 nations. Ms. Campbell is
responsible for BIA special education programs on the
Sisseton reservation in South Dakota. In Vilnius she will rep-

resent the People of the Indian Nations and will link the trib-
ally controlled colleges with Vilnius to discuss possible joint
work on fetal alcohol syndrome. Ms. O’Connor is at Syra-
cuse University, where she is working at the Center on Hu-
man Policy, the leading center in the USA for research, de-
velopment and school-based efforts to fully integrate stu-
dents with disabilities into the educational mainstream.

RE: GRANT FOR PROF. BAGDONAS

Professor Albinas Bagdonas was nominated by Judy
Smith -Davis and received a study grant to the Eighth An-
nual International Conference, “Technology and Persons with
Disabilities,” held in L.A., March 17-20, 1993.

It is the largest conference of its kind . More than 2,000
persons from the USA and 22 foreign countries attended.
There were 300 speakers and more than 100 exhibitors. Each
year a limited number of foreign dignitaries are invited with
the understanding that they agree toreturn to their home coun-
tries and initiate workshops and conferences. The purpose of
the study grant is to encourage widespread use of technol-
ogy among persons with disabilities.

Conferences on Technology and Disability have been
initiated in New Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong and
Czechoslovakia. In each case, CSUN has been credited with
assisting these conferences. This relationship is one of joint
cooperation and international friendship. CSUN intends to

Donors oF $100 orR MORE TO THE SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN
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Information provided by Harry Murphy,
California State University, Northridge

A MATTER OF CHOICE

As Lithuanian educational reform is gradually imple-
mented, students are offered some intriguing curriculum
choices, areas of study unavailable during Soviet times. El-
ementary and secondary pupils were offered the choice of
enrolling in religion or ethics classes. These weekly classes
are a general curriculum requirement but are considered “en-
richment,” meaning that pupils are not assigned a grade.
During the first year , more children opted for religious edu-
cation. This year, a larger number has enrolled in ethics .

Two weeks after my arrival, I was asked to deliver lec-
tures in general communication theory to a group of ethics
teachers at Vilnius Pedagogical University’s Teacher Centre.
To date, I have had 80 contact hours with elementary and
secondary teachers of ethics who have traveled to the Centre
from all over Lithuania, and have learned much about
Lithuania’s innovative conception of ethics education. It has
also been delightful to find among Lithuania’s ethics teach-
ers a group of creative, insightful and dedicated educators.

According to general guidelines, the ethics classroom
should engage in grade-appropriate studics in acsthetics,
ethics, etiquette and ecology. As this is a new component in
the curriculum, ethics teachers face a number of challenges.
Most ethics teachers must become “requalified.” Many say
that they are experiencing anew feelings of insecurity that
they had early in their teaching careers, while others seem to
enjoy the dual role of scholar and teacher. The ethics teacher
must teach without textbooks, support materials and detailed
curriculum plans. This situation gives the ethics teacher much
autonomy in deciding the content, scope and sequence of
instruction in the individual classroom. Even the most inno-
vative teachers are eager for theoretical content and practical
methods which they might bring to life in their classrooms.

In the lecture series, the ethics teachers were presented
an overview of human communication theory, with empha-
sis upon the role of language in human cognitive, emotional
and social development. Both the teachers and I are indebted
to the Centre Director (and A.P.P.L.E. Board of Trustees
member) Aurimas Juozaitis for his expert translation of both
the sense and the spirit of these new concepts. In actuality,
he was a co-lecturer, who, through additional examples,
helped place the theory in a context relevant to Lithuania.

Without doubt, the most enjoyable, and most immedi-
ately useful sessions explored the use of activities, structured
experiences and games in classrooms to build skills in
intrapersonal, interpersonal and small group communication.
With little initial coaxing, the Lithuanian teachers soon ap-
plied their energies and good humor to brainstorming ses-
sions, consensus-building activities, creative problem-solv-

ing, debate on issues of free speech and, ultimately, discus-
sion of how such activities might enrich their classrooms.

T’d like to share a few impressions which characterize
this group of colleagues who have my deepest respect, for
they are working on a daily basis to realize the promise of
Lithuania curriculum reform: flashes of recognition as the
theories of group behavior (group-think, risky-shift, social
loafing) gave formal structure to what had previously only
been felt as the hazards of group membership ... 40 grown-
ups playing “Simon Says” (it's a great way to teach listening
in elementary grades) ... debating the issue: “Is freedom of
speech an absolute right in the ethics classroom?” ... no one
knows how to use a sextant, but every group insists on in-
cluding it in their life-raft when “lost at sea.” “Somehow,
we’ll figure out how to use it.” ... trust walks, two-by-two in
a dark hallway ... warm January momning smiles peeking
from behind scarves in a chilly auditorium .... Oh, the con-
sequences of freedom!

—Susan Andersen

CHARTING THE FUTURE

Last fall the Ministry of Culture and Education of Lithua-
nia published a small book. The modesty of its presentation
is misleading—ihis 52 page document is the first definitive
map for a journey under way. “General Concept of Educa-
tion in Lithuania” was authored by a group of fourteen dis-
tinguished specialists, including Ms. Marija Barkauskaité,
who at the time was Vice-rector of Vilnius Pedagogical Uni-
versity. Since publication Ms. Barkauskaité and former
Deputy Minister for Education Darius Kuolys have, in away,
exchangedroles. Mr. Kuolys has returned to his earlier post
as a professor and Ms. Barkauskaite is the new Vice- Minis-
ter of Education. Both these educators took active part in the
creationof a “Concept” true tohistoric and geographic con-
text and unique to Lithuania. A translation of the “Concept”
has been commissioned by the Ministry from AP.P.LE.r
Rasa Avizieniené. We are pleased to be able to acquaint you
with a part of the introduction of this document. When trans-
lated into English, it will be available at the A.P.P.L.E. of-
fice (the Lithuanian text is here now).

GENERAL CONCEPT OF EDUCATION IN LITHUANIA

1. GENERAL SECTION

The restoration of statehood in Lithuania has created new
possibilities for social, cultural, economic and political de-
velopment, which corresponds with national aspirations. Like
other post-communist countries, Lithuanian society is expe-
riencing a fundamental historic shift, which provides a unique
opportunity for Lithuania to join the community of democratic
Europcan nations, fully liberate the creative energies that were
repressed during the years of occupation, and form a mod-
ern, open, pluralistic and harmonious society of free citizens.
Ideological polarization, dynamic economic and social rela-
tions, the increasing importance of information technology
and scientific production, and the strengthening of individual
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tional phase.

The historic shift in national development demands a
change in the mental climate of society: a basic comprehen-
sion of democratic values, a new political and economic lit-
eracy, the maturation of a moral culture. These social changes
are possible only if Lithuanian education is radically reformed
and given new objectives. Education is a fundamental factor
in the development of society, the basis for all social reform.
On the other hand, education can successfully achieve its
goals only when its development surpasses the development
of society in general. For this reason it is essential that edu-
cation become a state-supported priority.

The point of reformed education in Lithuania is not to
Justify existing social and ideological structures, but to pro-
vide a basis for dynamic social self renewal and open and
analytic social consciousness.

The main goal of reformed education is an independent
and creative individual, whose full potential emerges in
-school.

The reformed school should help the individual flourish
in social and cultural spheres and cultivate his or her cultural
identity and understanding that he or she is not only a con-
sumer of native culture but is its creator as well, responsible
for its development and preservation.

Lithuanian education depends on close cooperation be-
tween the family, the school and society. The school is cre-
ated to be a cultural hearth opened to the family and society.

Al the core of 4 nation’s independent and full life is the
individual, educated in the reformed school, mature and
dedicated to the new historic period of national development,
aware, whomakes decisions independently, is active in soci-
ety, bases his or her world view on national and basic human
values, is able to competently and responsibly participate in
creation and development of a democratic society and state.

In this context education is understood as a whole, made
up of historically expedient methods of activity and organi-
zational structures. The objective is an educated individual
and society.

Education is the totality of necessary conditions for the
individual to creatively express natural abilities in the adoption
and development of culture. Thus defined, education incor-
porates teaching, learning, training, fostering and self-edu-
cation.

GoALS AND PRINCIPLES
Educational goals:

- to help the individual discover universal human values
and base his or her life upon them;

- to foster a person who is able to think critically, evalu-
ate existential questions, make decisions responsibly and
operale independently;

- to foster the individual, prepared for professional work,
determined and able to adapt in an ever-changing social and
economic environment, and participate in its bettering;

- to develop the individual’s national and cultural con-
sciousness;

- to prepare the person for democracy;
- to raise a citizen of Lithuania.

To achieve these goals, a permanent, differentiated and
integrated educational system is being created in Lithuania.

The system is based on European cultural values: the
absolute value of the individual, neighborly love, inborn
equality among men and women, freedom of conscience,
tolerance and the affirmation of democratic social relations.

Education reform is based on the educational experi-
ence of democratic Lithuania and Europe.

Principles of Lithuanian Education:

1. Humanism—the affirmation of the absolute value of
the individual and his freedom and responsibility to choose.

2. Democracy—the learning of and ability to base one’s
life on democratic values; the creation and application of
democratic relations in education; the universal right to
education; and recognition that morality is fundamental to
democracy.

3. A commitment to Lithuanian culture and the preser-
vation of its identity and history continuity. Lithuanian
education protects and promotes a pluralistic culture enriched
by national minorities.

4. Renewal—an openness to change and critical accep-
tance of novelty, while retaining universal norms of moral-
ity and a core of patriotism.

ODYSSEY IN LITHUANIA

Lithuania is the newest country to participate in the
Odyssey of the Mind program. A.P.P.L.E. was able to ar-
range Ministry of Education hosting for Dr. Sam Micklus,
Director of the Odyssey of the Mind program, as he conducted
workshops in Vilnius, Siauliai and Klaipeda during the week
of March 8, 1993. Some of those attending will become OM
coaches of creative problem-solving teams. The coordinator
of OM in Lithuania is Algirdas Sakevicius, director of a school
enrichment program — the Vilnius Technical Creativity Hall.

Lithuania will be participating in the Odyssey of the Mind
World Finals at the University of Maryland on June 2, 3, 4
and 5. Last year 12 countries were represented, including
Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, England, Germany,
Hungary, Japan, Mexico, Poland, Russia and the United
States. Some 14,000 people will attend.

Competition is by division, ranging from kindergarten
through college. The high school team from Vilnius will.
consist of two adults: Mr. Sakevi¢ius and Mr. V. Krutulis;
and five students: Mr. V. Zonusas, Mr. A. Butkinas, Mr. A.
Kajcevskij, Mr. A. Loskutov and Mr. S. Markuckas.

Competing teams are judged in three areas: the long-
term problem, where teams prepare solutions and bring them
1o competition; style, or the enhancement of the long-term
solution; and the spontaneous problem, given to the team
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maximum of 200 points; style is worth a maximum of 50
points; and spontaneous is worth a maximum of 100 points.
The total of these three scores determines a team’s rank.

Each year new long-term problems are developed in
order to cover a wide range of participants’ interests. The
Lithuanians have chosen WHICH END IS UP? This deci-
sion was made by the young people participating. Adult help
in any aspect of the problem solving carries severe penalties.
The program is designed to develop thinking skills, encourage
creative thinking, working as a team and making decisions.

The team’s problem is to design and build a balsa wood
structure to balance and support as much weight as possible.
One end, the top or bottom, must fit entirely over a 6" x 6" x
1" block. The opposite end must fit entirely within a 4" x 4"
x 1" space. The structure will be made of 1/8" x 1/8" balsa
wood, be 8" tall, and weigh no more than 18 grams. The
time limit for the team’s presentation is 8 minutes.

_ The first time a team from a new country participates, it

“leamns a great deal at the competitions. This, in turn, will
raise the quality of problem-solving achievement within that
country. As we say in the Odyssey of the Mind: The com-
petition will determine champions, but each and every par-
ticipant is a winner.

Information provided by Dr. Sam Micklus

INFORMATION 1S POWER

Mr. Vitas Purlys is a long-time friend of A.P.P.L.E. Our
aquaintance began when he received a scholarship 10 study
at the Overbrook School for the Blind in 1991-1992.

The rapid growth of computerization will help to draw
people with disabilities fully into our society. Knowledge of
how to employ informational technologies, hardware and
methods and how to gain information, analyze and draw con-
clusions from it, strengthens the individual. New develop-
ments in computers for disabled children greatly enhance
their opportunities for professional achievement and a fully
independent life.

In Lithuania we have founded two computer centers in
special schools—at the A. Jonynas School for the Blind and
Vision-Impaired and at the Boarding School for the Deaf,
both in Vilnius.

Since September of 1992, the computer center at the
Jonynas School has pursued its primary goals:

- to teach special computer technology to the blind;
- to seek out appropriate work situations for the blind;
- to increase orientation and mobility skills .

Student response is enthusiastic. An eleventh grader at
the Boarding School for the Blind, Saulius Verckaitis, writes:
“Istarted from zero. I like working with computers and now
spend my free time learning to program. I have leamnced that
this is not an easy skill—I'm trying hard, because I envision
a career in this area. If I succeed, it’s because I have chosen

my profession according to my true inclinations.”

Our ties with the A.P.P.L.E. organization have devel-
oped since 1991. We are very pleased that A.P.P.L.E. has
devoted its attention to the issue of education for the blind.
This year two teachers from the Jonynas School are studying
in the USA—Regina Labiniené at the Overbrook School in
Philadelphia, and Dana Nemunyté at the Perkins School for
the Blind. I know that much has been done so that they can
feel the pulse of Lithuania far from home.

We thank you for generous decisions, through which
you help blind children and adults grasp the wealth of in-
formation available to the sighted. We understand that we
lack much, but believe that blind children in Lithuania will
have a happier future, will have a chance through the ex-
traordinary good will of your people and organizations.

— Vitas Purlys, Director, Computer Center
A. Jonynas School for the Blind, Vilnius

DECLARATION AND REALIZATION—

THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

The declaration of children’s rights, as endorsed by the
General Assembly of the United Nations in 1959, describes
some parameters for universal decency in the way that chil-
dren are protected by their societies—it stipulates that chil-
dren should be accorded the necessary conditions for grow-
ing up in safety, with the spiritual encouragement they need
for healthy human development. Each country, in endorsing
this declaration, must ensure the protection of these rights
for children and does so in creating its laws and regulations.

On May 25, 1992, the government of the Republic of
Lithuania decided that each Lithuanian city and region should
create an office to care for and to protect the rights of minors.
At this time, such offices already exist in all of the larger
cities and in many regions. Their roles and functions include:

(1)to create mechanisms for protecting children’s rights;
(2) to protect the rights of minors within the family;

(3) to place children who have lost family protection in
institutions, to help them find work and adapt in life;

(4) to take up preventative means so that behavior prob-
lems of minors do not escalate, to remove conditions which
may incite anti-social behavior;

(5) to assist minors who have committed criminal or other
offenses to re-enter family and societal life.

The personnel of these special offices, as well as the
local departments of Education, Culture, Health and Social
Welfare, and judicial institutions prepare programs and in-
struments to protect the rights of minors. We are just at the
beginning of this very difficult task. We need the support of
specialists in this area; it is important that we familiarize
ourselves with laws protecting children in other countries,
with methods of enforcement on national and regional lev-
els, with education programs and roles for specialists.
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tirely new venture in Lithuania, and we are facing a dearth of
information and skills. Social work programs have been
initiated at Vilnius and Vytautas Magnus Universities and at
Utena School of Medicine. International exchanges open a
door to deeper understanding and wider knowledge of the
great variety of possible solutions to social problems.

I came to the United States through the efforts of
A.P.P.L.E. Seminar *92 lecturer Loretta Peterson and Cleve-
land International Program Director, Dorothy A, Faller. I have
had the opportunity to attend classes at the School of Social
Work at Case Western Reserve University. I met and worked
alongside the staff of public and private child protection
agencies. I learned how programs can encourage coopera-
tion with families, schools and the judicial system in order to
better children’s social welfare. New information, practical
on-the-job skills, and the exchange of ideas—this is exactly
what we in Lithuania need most as we create our own na-
tional system to protect the rights of our children.

— Silva Jiraté Savickaité, Senior Specialist,

Social Welfare Department of the Ministry of Culture
and Education

SrriNG A.P.P.L.E. FEST

On April 17 we were to begin our meeting at the “Lithua-
nian” Holiday Inn in Cleveland. Although Ihad arrived early
with no sign of anyone else, by noon there were about 24
people and a ton of nutritious snacks spread Lithuanian style
. Two articles on Lithuania , one from The Wall Street Jour-
nal and the other from the New York Times, were discussed
before we began and provided a special context for the blend
of friends of long standing and new friends.

Financial affairs were first on the agenda. Vaiva Vebra
and Walter Serbent presented some statistics showing what
a shoestring A.P.P.L.E. relies upon for its year-to-year op-
erations with no cash reserves. Individuals make telephone
calls—all long distance—make copies, and pay postage, fax
charges and their own transportation expenses. Such active
volunteerism should help us to obtain future grants. We are
now in the process of applying for tax-exempt status.

A summary of each of the strands that constitute
AP.P.LE. Seminar 1993 was presented by Gita Kupginskas.
New programs on school librarianship and substance abuse
will be added. Workshops and coordinators’ materials that
were donated to A.P.P.L.E. Resource Centers in Lithuania
were discussed. There was an increasing spirit of pulling to-
gether, pleas for more donations, and suggestions for how to
make donations most effectively. We found our agenda ex-
traordinarily lengthy because there was so much to talk about.

Dinner was served at “Gintaras,” and folk dances were
the featured entertainment for the evening. And then there
was more food, but this writer had to return to the motel to
unwind and figure out how to avoid overeating all weekend.

For breakfast on Sunday, April 18, we went through

the buffet and then to a more structured discussion. The Board
of Directors had just held its pre-breakfast meeting. Travel
logistics were presented by Shirley Sabo. Rasa Tregiokas
reviewed Seminar evaluation procedures. Themes for the vari-
ous sites and programs were considered. “Celebrating diver-
sity,” Native American Indians,"” "Spells and Magic " and
"the Four Elements"were suggested. Materials, music, art-
work and literature on these themes will be presented.

We adjourned the meeting, traveling by carpool to the
Gedris home for lunch. There we solidified our relationships
and our intent to work toward the creation of a modem
democratic educational system—remembering that democ-
racy begins in our schools and needs perpetually practice.

—Linda Watkins

TeAcHING FREEDOM

For four weeks during the summer of 1992, I was a
member of a group of 50 American educators who worked
with teachers from all parts of Lithuania.

Although Lithuania had historically placed high em-
phasis on education, Soviet systematic repression attempted
to extinguish the spirit and identity of the nation. Thus, the
pedagogical system tended to be authoritarian, characterized
by commands. Individual differences were not recognized
nor was creativity fostered. The content of teaching stressed
the acquisition of facts, with little emphasis placed on higher
order thinking skills. Students did not ask questions—that
would reflect unruliness or discredit the teacher and the
system. With these aspects of Soviet ideology ingrained in
the habits of the people, change would be difficult.

During the months that I spent in preparation for the
seminar, I felt overwhelmed with worry. What right did I
have to present American methodologies when America’s
system is far from perfect? I never realized that I would leam
5o much about myself and receive such affirmation.

At the opening ceremonies the teachers eyed us ner-
vously. They were uncertain of our ways—our openness,
friendliness and ease among ourselves. Although our pro-
fessions ranged from classroom teacher to university ad-
ministrator, there was no sense of rank. The Lithuanian
teachers were used to lines of authority, with a cold formal-
ity between teacher and student. They were addressed as Mrs.
or Mr. Teacher, without a last name or identity.

The teachers wanted to learn about educational systems
and methods from around the world because they saw that
change is essential to the success of their nation. The
American educators in my strand wanted to bring the best in
methodology so that the Lithuanians could choose that which
was most applicable. We tried to develop and present meth-
ods and activities that could be implemented with a mini-
mum of materials. Most textbooks were outdated, many filled
with propaganda, so in my presentation , I used well-known
folk tales as a base, demonstrating how they could be ana-
lyzed, compared and used in writing activities.




[image: image7.jpg]One teacher’s comments left a lasting impression. With
tears in her eyes, she thanked me for showing that her ideas
had always been valid. The Communist system of education
had always felt wrong. There is a natural, practical way to
teach, making children excited about their capabilities.

Would these new ideas be overwhelmed by the country’s
host of economic hardships, such as gasoline shortages, lack
of heat or hot water, and scarcity of food? I have received
many letters from Lithuanian teachers who attended the semi-
nar this summer. They have written of their struggles, but
also of the strength that they received from the A.P.P.L.E.
seminar. One wrote, “For the first time, I freely interact with
the children and my colleagues. I do not close myself off
from others, and even face the hardships of life more easily.”

Ilook at myself and my students differently as well. In
organizing and evaluating my work during the seminar I was
forced to reflect upon my own actions, methods and ideas. If
1 help my students become responsible for themselves and
their own leaming, they will not only be successful in school,

-but also become active members in their community. I would
like my students to learn to value freedom and to use it well.

—Rilta Bobelis Kulbis, excerpted from the “Whole
Language Teachers Association Newsletter,” Spring, 1993

CHO00SING GIFTS CAREFULLY

The educators who will be participating in A.P.P.LEE.
Seminar 1993 have been preparing lecture outlines, burn-
" ing up their telephone wires , waking up in the middle of the
night with brilliant and fleeting images of skits for the “Tal-
ent Night." Beyond their creativity ‘and expertise,
Seminar' ians are bringing substantial donations of teach-
ing materials for Lithuania’s new Teacher Centers, estab-
lished under the aegis of A.P.P.L.E.. Theseexcerpts are from
Seminar’ians’ letters

My first proposal has been accepted! The McCrackens
are a husband-and-wife team who are well known “whole-
language” educators. They are very popular in California
and throughout the country. Here in River Forest K-3
teachers use their materials and philosophy in our classrooms.
Because I am presenting a whole-language unit on insects, I
requested specific materials from the McCrackens and was
delighted to learn that the materials are on their way. I will
laminate all posters and pocket chart materials.

—Susan Knopp

1 have received teacher editions of textbooks from St.
Augustine Academy, Lakewood, Ohio and Holy Name High
School, Cleveland, Ohio. From our Lithuanian parish, Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Cleveland, we received five Apple
II computers—two Apple II Plus and three Apple Ile, with
tow printers. A sixth computer system, an Apple Ilc, was
donated by a co-worker from the Academy. I will be using

. these computers to teach programming, computer use in sci-
ence and mathematics classes, and for English language im-
provement. We will also use the computers and graphics

programs to create posters and banners .

Through American Greetings corporation I received
about 50 v-shaped styrofoam display stands . I especially
wish to thank Mr. J. Calamoneri and Casio Educational Prod-
ucts Division for the donation of 21 fx-7000GA, 30 fx-
6300GA, one OH-7000G and one OH-7700GB graphing
calculators. This is a wonderful gift to A.P.P.L.E.

Due to my husband’s generosity, I bought an overhead
projector, algebra blocks, chemistry model kits, pocket mi-
croscopes, magnet sets and other interesting gadgets useful
in science classes. Twenty-six boxes weighing 900 pounds
have been sent to the Teachers’ Institute. All this equipment
will enable us to do a good job of presenting a hands-on
approach to the teaching of science and mathematics.

—Amanda Muliolis

ASCD is generously donating materials worth more than
$1,500 to the A.P.P.L.E. Teacher Center in Vilnius.These
include a comprehensive membership featuring a subscrip-
tion to the highly regarded journal Educational Leadership,
books on topics ranging from running productive meetings
to instructional leadership, and materials including videotapes
on ¢cooperative learning and learning styles.

Founded in 1943, the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development (ASCD), located in Alexandria,
Virginia, is an international education association with more
than 150,000 members and affiliate units in every state and
in Europe, Asia, Canada and the Caribbean. This donation
was made possible through the cooperative efforts of Dr.
Ron Brandt, Executive Editor at ASCD and Dr. Phyllis
Deringis, Director of Secondary Education in the Portland,
Maine, Public Schools and former President of Maine ASCD,
who will teach in the administration strand this summer.

—Information provided by Dr. Phyllis Deringis

PLEASE TAKE NOTE!

The A.P.P.L.E. telephone and FAX numbers have been
changed. For two and a half years the Lithuanian Resource
Center of Connecticut extended A.P.P.L.E. the great courtesy
of acting as a telephone and FAX clearinghouse. The Re-
source Center closed its doors this spring, and A.P.P.L.E.
now has its own numbers : telephone (203) 347-7095 and
FAX (203)347-5837. A.P.P.L.E. remains deeply grateful to
the Resource Center, which was founded to assist ad hoc
community efforts in support of Lithuania’s drive for inde-
pendence, and to all of its staff. Most especially, we thank
Tomas Nenortas and Mr. and Mrs. V. Nenortas, who pro-
vided a home for the Resource Center, for its work, its all-
hours volunteers and its sometimes joyful, sometimes des-
perate moods. The Resource Center has completed its task.
A.P.P.LE. has just begun.

Special thanks to the genial hosts of the Board of Direc-
tors Meeting and Seminar Think Tank held in Cleveland,
April 1993—Irena Gedris, Danguolé Vodopalas, Algis and
AmandaMuliolis,Jim and Gloria Lane, and Loretta Peterson.




[image: image8.jpg]Support the teachers and children of a

free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. I am enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00
Charter member 100.00
Member 25.00

Student or retired member  15.00
Additional donation enclosed:

Name:

Address
City State
Telephone

Zip_______

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education.

P.O. Box 1370 « West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (207 347-7095 « FAX (203) 347-5837
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