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GIVING THANKS

AP.P.LE. is deeply grateful this year for a major grant
from the Lithuanian Foundation that generously supported
Seminar_QQ with equipment, materials and communication
expel @ e USIA provided Academic Specialist
grants—orfe in the spring for research and the development
of proposals in the field of special education in Lithuania;

in the summer which allowed us to expand the breadth

depth of topics addressed in the Seminar; and gne this
fall to support a series of Thanksgiving week management
workshops organized jointly by A.P.P.L.E. education admin-
istration specialists Dr. Joe Kalla and Dr. Edward Jakubauskas
and by the Teachers’ In-service Institute in Vilnius. Details
of the workshops will be provided next issue.

‘We thank our 260 members. You are A.P.P.L.E., and
without you every running stitch in the fabric of our great
hopes and earnest promises would unravel. It is long past
time to pay special respects to Leadership Group members,
whose generosity has been matched only by their continuing
encouragement in words and actions. Several of our most
generous members wish to remain anonymous. Others are:

& Rev. Anderlonis and St. George’s Parish, Philadelphia PA
& Rimantas and Dalia Biténas, Bronxville NY
G Violeta Gedgaudas, Newhall CA

& Joseph Lukas, New Haven CT

& Edward Mickus, Redondo Beach CA

& Vytautas and Lilé Milukas, Plainville NY
& Amanda Muliolis, Euclid OH

G Regina Petrauskas, Clark’s Summit PA

@ Shirley Matijosaité Sabo, Prospect CT

@ Dr. Paul Slayton, Spotsylvania VA

@ Stefa Urban, New Canaan CT

G Dr. Aldona Mogenyté Walker, Evanston IL

Hats off to all of you. Thank you also to our Wednes-
day all-nighter/take-the-bull-by-the-horns crew: Treasurer
‘Walter Serbent and Administrative Assistant Rasa Tretiokas.
Thank you to each person who has given us time or thought.

From LiTHUANIA

A thank-you letter we received some weeks ago from a
teacher in Klaipéda describes a situation, a stroke of time
and opportunity, a door that many Lithuanians have deci-
sively swung open for us and for themselves. This open door
is a bit of providence: testimony to the strength of headstrong
and generous teachers.

Our dear teachers,

The moments of our farewells are still bright in our
memories, and the new school year reaches out. I want to
wish you happiness, warmth and everything we lack today!

Thank you for the knowledge you brought. I am the
principal of a nursery-elementary school. I was the director
of a nursery which belonged to a factory; when the factory
lost its government subsidies, it gave up the nursery school.
Yet, since I had been working there quite some time, they
allowed me the use of the premises. I risked a beginning
with three private nursery classes. In summer of *91 I came
to the AP.P.LE. Seminar. I retumned with so many new
ideas! For nine months we worked with those private classes,
but inflation made tuition payments prohibitive. The par-
ents appealed to all sorts of institutions, these evaluated our
methods, observed our children, concluded that we were truly
creating a new school, allowing a free and individual person
to grow. The government agreed to help. Now parents must
pay only for the children’s meals.

When people ask, “What use was the A.P.P.L.E. semi-
nar to you?” I tell them my new nursery/primary school
“Pabiruciai” was born, my school where children work in-
dependently, where self-reliance is respected and fostered.
This year my assistant and I and four other teachers from
Pabiruciai attended the Seminar. This is our core group. We
are happy and deeply grateful and believe us—we won’t dis-
appoint you. This year there will be eight nursery classes
and two of first graders, 160 children in all.

Next year the age groups will expand until we have an
entire elementary school (through fourth grade). The work
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are puzzled by our desire to be different. Some are down-
right angry. I am lucky that A.P.P.L.E. lit a fire in me and I
maintain that treading in one place is simply wrong—mov-
ing on is our happiness and our fate. I’'m also lucky in my
wonderful colleagues at the school, who feel the same.

‘We write with respect and thanks to A.P.P.L.E., to ev-
ery one of you.

—Antanina Saltiené

Mrs. Saltiené's school very much needs sample curricula
and lesson plans for first grade, and books and lessons on
math, geography, English and Montessori methodology.
Most of all, she would like to receive some letters from
A.P.P.LE. members addressed to: Mrs. Saltiené, Mogiliovo
gatve 15-17, Klaipéda, Lithuania.

THANKSGIVING —
ConsTaNCY IN FrREE FALL

There are a number of certain cures for doubt. One of
them is basketball.

The Lithuanian team Statyba (its former stars now tem-
porarily engaged elsewhere, under contract in the West) is
touring the USA, playing exhibition matches at Eastern uni-
versities. Winning some. Losing some. In our town they
won aclose game. They played their hearts out; we clapped
until our palms were hot. In the surge of self-identification
we re-experienced the bottom line—we will always be allies
of Lithuania.

Minister of Education Darius Kuolys informed us this
moming that he will be leaving his post as a new Cabinet is
formed following the elections in Lithuania. The LDDP
(Lithuania’s Democratic Labor Party) won an absolute ma-
jority of seats in Parliament. The results at the ballot box
startled most everyone, including the leadership of the LDDP,
as a number of this party’s candidates were firmly associ-
ated with the former Communist establishment.

Everyone has a theory as to what it all means: why the
resounding repudiation of the current leadership, why the
choice of LDDP as the next navigator of Free Lithuania?
And what light does LDDP plan to navigate by? Those of us
who read the newspapers from Lithuania receive them about
ten days late. We know that the leader of the new majority,
Mr. Brazauskas, has publicly renounced the theory and prac-
tices upon which the Communist regime was based. He has
stated his intention to continue to work closely with interna-
tional and emigre groups interested in helping the people
and the Republic of Lithuania manage the process of demo-
cratic reform.

These are the words that we wanted to hear. Therefore,
they are enthralling, immensely powerful, uttetly impossible
to evaluate a continent away. These words fall into a great
emptiness and so resound the louder.

The emptiness is born of faltering faith.

‘We are of two minds about Lithuania. We have had the
sense of knowing Lithuania in intimate slivers of light: our
relatives and friends, brilliant details of arguments, confi-
dences and celebrations.

‘We now also have the sense of knowing Lithuania not
at all: the shared past a delusion, the shared future an illu-
sion, common efforts sadly too minor, the country a pillar of
desires to which we may never be privy.

Both sensations are real. Both are aspects of our ties
with a beloved country. As we brusquely turn aside remarks
that Lithuania has proved utterly unknowable, too distant
from us to be a true partner, we privately wonder—perhaps
we were the “distant” partner, inclined to oversimplification,
inclined to wear blinders, inclined to premature self-congratu-
lation. “Neper3okes per tvorg nesakyk op.”(Don’t say op
before you've jumped over the fence). Truly, we have far to
go in “knowing” Lithuania. No inner image of another—
another place, another time, another person—is ever perfectly
complete or accurate. And yet we manage to commit our-
selves without this total knowledge. If we choose steadfast-
ness, we find ourselves resilient enough when life startles us.

It seems time to revisit the bottom line. When we give
thanks today, Thanksgiving Day, we are apt to say some ba-
nal things. We’ll tell each other that it’s the best turkey ever.
Some of us may find it difficult easily to let fly the words “I
love you” to the people gathered at the table. All the.more so
to people half a world away. We’ll find other ways to let
them know it’s true. Constancy will be our synonym.

A.P.PLE. is committed to the goals of educational re-
form in Lithuania as stated by Minister Kuolys in 1990: a
humanized, democratized educational system. We’ve got a
lot of work to do. We hope to build upon common purpose
with the new Minister of Education. We will continue to
develop projects with those educators who gave A.P.P.L.E.
its shape, its space and its momentum in the very beginning.

‘We chose to emphasize constancy as a characteristic of
APP.LE. initsrelationships with individual Lithuanian edu-
cators. We thought that confidence in our long-term assis-
tance would help teachers seek the knowledge they need,
create the changes that they desire.

We intended the pledge of constancy to constitute moral
support. It’s funny, but this pledge is our own heart’s ease
today.

—Vaiva Vébra

NEwW COLLEGES PROPOSED

The Lithuanian Minister of Culture and Education, Darius
Kuolys, has requested our assistance in the establishment of five
new colleges in Lithuania. A.P.P.L.E. activist and former uni-
versity president, Edward Jakubauskas, has been asked to lead
the project. Citing poor knowledge of the English language asa
major problem in reviving Lithuanian society, the Ministry of
Education plans to establish a college in the city of Klaipéda
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be launched in four more cities.

Citing a “drain” of qualified English-language teachers
to industry and the small number of currently qualified teach-
ers of language in primary and secondary schools, the Min-
istry hopes to develop teachers who would be highly quali-
fied in teaching the English language and the history, culture
and principles of democratic education in English-speaking
countries. The students in the program envisioned by the
Ministry would also get instruction in educational-psycho-
logical subjects. Starting with the second year of instruc-
tion, the students would develop capability in one additional
subject to complement their first year program. After gradu-
ation the students would be capable of teaching the English
language and general cultural and historical development of
Western democracies.

Support from the American community, and particularly
A.P.P.L.E. support, has been identified as a key element in
the development.of this innovative program. A call for ex-
perts and qualified specialists who would staff these colleges
has been made by the Ministry to A.P.P.L.E.. Financial as-
sistance is required to launch the pilot program in Klaipéda,
which is to serve as a “model” for the four additional col-
leges in Lithuania.

In-addition to A.P.P.L.E., various other groups have ex-
pressed interest in cooperating on this program. The Col-
lege of Education of the University of Northern Colorado is
planning to submit a funding request to a federal agency,
and the American Association of State Colleges and Univer-

sities, a group representing over 300 American colleges and -

universities, is also interest in encouraging its membership
to become involved in assisting Lithuania.

—&Edward B. Jakubauskas, Fort Collins, Colorado

ON THE SAME SUBJECT,
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

These are excerpts from a letter to A.P.P L.E. about the
new colleges.

We would like to establish colleges of foreign languages
which would train secondary school graduates to be foreign
language teachers in three to four years. At the same time,
teachers of other specialties as well as university graduates
could be retrained as foreign language teachers in two or two
and a half years.

The Ministry will establish such a college in the city of
Klaipéda in coordination with the Pedagogical School be-
ginning in October. During the first year, twenty five sec-
ondary school graduates and twenty five teachers who wish
retraining could begin their study of English. A.P.P.L.E.
has agreed to be one of the groups involved in the planning
and development of this project. We hope to encourage in-
volvement from other sources as well.

During the academic year of 1993-94, we plan to estab-
lish four more colleges in PanevéZys, Utena, Marijampolé
and Vilnius on the basis of the former cultural colleges.

We are in great need of experts and qualified specialists
for the establishment of such colleges. We consider that eight
English language teachers, as well as professors of psycho}-
ogy, education and social sciences would be required for the
beginning. .

Even more American specialists would be necessary in
1993 - 1994.

The U.S. and Lithuanian professors are expected to work
together according to mutually coordinated programs in the
future colleges. While training teachers of English and so-
cial sciences, the experience of democratic education in the
colleges would promote the development of an open demo-
cratic Lithuania and its society.

We sincerely request your help in recruiting qualified
specialists, who would be enthusiastic about the idea of such
colleges and would express their wish and resolve to come
to Lithuania.

—Minister of Culture and Education Darius Kuolys

Contact A.P.P.L.E. if you wish to become involved with
this ongoing project!

SCHOOL DAZE

A.P.P.L.E. Director and Fulbright Fellow in Lithuania
Jiraté Krokys ( also mother of three ) checks in :

The first day of school in Lithuania dawned bright, sunny
and warm (a respite from the daily rains that we had come to
know). Although it was my children who were going, I felt
apprehensive, excited and somewhat in a daze. We walked
the mile to our children’s school past the bleak, gray apart-
ment projects, my children clutching my hands ... not only
was it a new school, it was a new school in a new country. I
had to reassure them repeatedly that their good foundation in
the Lithuanian language and successes in American schools
would help them manage here as well.

The same pleasant impressionistic scene one sees all the
time in Lithuania of people carrying flowers was intensified
as we arrived at the school to find about 1,000 children all
carrying a flower or bouquets for their teachers. Many were
wearing uniforms of black and brown, something that is not
mandatory this year because of the great inflation in prices
and the crisis in the economy.

The impact was immense. Here I was with my children,
standing on Lithuanian soil, in front of one of the best schools
in Vilnius (57-toji vidurine), the music playing soft Lithua-
nian rock melodies. The opening ceremonies were impres-
sive. This was the first school year in a truly independent
Lithuania, said Director Gintautas Rudzinskas. He reminded
us of those who had fought for independence at the TV tower,
which was in sight, and of those who had died. With Lithua-
nian style there was a lovely symbolic march in past a corri-
dor of Lithuanian sashes held by the 12th graders. The classes
marched in with their teachers. I gulped down tears of pride
and emotion for my brave little ones who were going offto a
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direction of the blue skies, now going cloudy, that these teach-
ers that I saw filing past would be kind and understanding to
my American children.

T hurried off to deposit my littlest one in kindergarten. It
was going to be a piece of cake for her. Kids were the same
all over to her.

Later that day, when my kids arrived home to say that
they must have a certain type of notebook, ink and ink pens,
I rushed off to the Universal store. One long, packed trolley
ride and a long walk later, I realized that it was pouring rain:
pouring into my shoes, my bag. I felt great. Soaked by
puddle-splashing taxis that drove crazily by, waiting for the
overcrowded, splitting-at-the-seams, people-jammed trolley
bus #7, 1 felt proud that we had dared to giveita try. Iknew
that it wasn’t going to be an easy year. This was the first day
of school for me, too.

WHOLE LANGUAGE

The Whole Language Teachers Association, an organi-
zation based in Massachusetts, generously donated teaching
supplies, books, newsletters and $200 for the A.P.P.L.E. Sum-
mer Seminar. The money was used to purchase supplies
such as markers, crayons and rolls of paper for the Lithua-
nian teachers in the Primary and Elementary Strand to create
their own materials for use in their classrooms.

“Whole language” is a philosophy based on develop-
mental learning, which enjoys growing popularity through-
out the world. Teachers create stimulating language-learn-
ing environments in their classrooms, integrating reading,
writing, listening and speaking into all aspects of the cur-
riculum. The basic assumptions of whole language are that
language is used to communicate and children increase their
ability to use language by using it. They engage in activities
that allow them to see themselves as readers and writers.
The role of the teacher is to focus attention on the skills and
strategies needed to help make meaning from text.

In a whole language classroom, a typical day would in-
clude reading and writing workshops, whole class sharing,
sustained silent reading, and individual sharing. Students
learn to work together, as they conference with one another
on stories that they are in the process of writing and discuss
literature that they have read.

In a science unit on plants, for example, students read
books and stories about plants, both factual and fictional.
They keep written records on changes in plants grown in the
classroom. They study rain forests and create murals of the
plant and animal life. They interview workers at a garden
nursery. After observing a variety of plants, they write their
own poetry. They adopt a tree in their school yard and keep
a journal of the tree’s changes throughout the school year.
The vision of this classroom is a sharp contrast to an elemen-
tary classroom in which children read a chapter in a science
textbook and then answer comprehension questions.

Itis exciting to think of these methodologies of learning
on the move in Lithuania, during a crucial time in the devel-
opment of Lithuania’s new educational system.

—Rilta Bobelis Kulbis

LITHUANIAN HIGH SCHOOL
SUPPORT COMMITTEE

In the fall of 1990, a group of people decided to help
Lithuanian high school students experience Western demo-
cratic ideas and values. During the Soviet occupation, not
only was the Russian language forced on their schools but
also propaganda intermingled with praise of the Russian cul-
ture and the communist agenda. The Lithuanian High School
Support Committee was formed to help Lithuanian high
school students communicate with and learn about the rest
of the world.

During the first year of their work, the Committee started
to arrange student exchange and pen-pal programs with the
United States. A visitof poet laureate Bernardas BrazdZionis
to Lithuanian high schools and an English language “Olym-
pics” were organized. Mr. BrazdZionis spent three weeks
touring Lithuanian high schools and bringing his poetry of
patriotism and hope to eager students. At the same time, our
members gave a slide presentation and a talk about U.S. high
school and college students and how our democratic society
functions. In the English language contest, 179 Lithuanian
high school students won prizes, ranging from $20 to $50,
by writing, translating and conversing in English. The Com-
mittee believes that those who want to learn the English lan-
guage will also want to communicate with us and learn about
our values, in addition to learning the international language
50 useful to an emerging nation.

Support groups are needed in New York, Toronto, Cleve-
land, Detroit and Chicago. These young people need every
opportunity to expand their horizons if they are to have a
better future and understanding of democratic ideas. If you
would like to participate in organizing such a support group
or would like to help in any other way, please contact Attor-
ney Nida Brinkis at 1500 West Covina Parkway, Suite 103,
West Covina, California, 91790, (818) 962-6644.

“TEACH IN LITHUANIA”’ REVISITED

I am from Acworth, New Hampshire and am currently
teaching English to third, fourth and fifth grade students, as
well as an advanced class of ninth-twelfth graders in Tel3iai,
Lithuania. I will be teaching here until December, at which
time I will return home and share my experiences of life,
history and culture with my school district and community.

I have met a Peace Corps volunteer here, as there are
currently 15 throughout Lithuania. He also teaches English,
but at a different school. Together we are conducting work-
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and students, in fact everyone, is eager to learn the English
language and to hear about America. Many teachers of Rus-
sian have had to be retrained to teach a different subject be-
cause Russian is no longer in as much a demand as English.

It is a wonderful experience to be immersed in a culture
and to be able to teach something I know well. I do not
speak Lithuanian very well, as I have only studied for about
three months. Yet there are enough people here who speak
English that I don’t find language a barrier.

The children are wonderful! They are eager to learn
and love to sing. They have many questions about life in the
United States.

T am here because I wrote a proposal for a sabbatical,
which is provided for in my teaching contract. Perhaps other
teaching contracts have such a provision and other teachers
could obtain such a sabbatical. Basically, my proposal was
to teach English in Lithuania from September through De-
cember, collecting as much information about its history and
culture as possible. Then I am to return home and share this
information with my school district and community during
the remainder of the school year.

The atmosphere is ripe here for change, and, indeed,
things are changing every day. I am fortunate to be here to
see the transformation and to contribute. Perhaps this letter
will inspire others to try writing a sabbatical proposal also.

—Linda Brenneman

Everyone interested should contact the A.P.P.L.E. Teach
in Lithuania Program, clo Mrs. Dalilé Polikaitis, 1501
Valecroft Ave., Westlake Village, CA 91361.

A GLOBAL CHALLENGE

On November 21, 1992, Global Challenge, Inc. sent a
47-member team to Lithuania. Their purpose is the com-
plete renovation of two schools in Vilnius. Raimonda Ruksys
spoke with project leader Bill Smith.

What is the Global Challenge organization?

The purpose of the Global Challenge initiative is to work
with public high school students, to draw them into projects
that would educate them and raise their international aware-
ness. Groups of young people are prepared to undertake
humanitarian efforts in somewhat less-developed countries.
The participants gain increased self-esteem and a deeper un-
derstanding of the world, other peoples and cultures. We
have worked in Brazil, Mexico, Honduras and even third
world countries without a water supply. Adolescents, once
they have experienced a different way of life, achieve a dif-
ferent outlook. They become more sensitive towards others
and more demanding of themselves. One of our latest projects
took place in Ukraine, and at this time we are preparing for
our trip to Lithuania.

What inspired your interest in Lithuania?

Dr. James Tucker, Director of Special Education of the
Pennsylvania Department of Education, made the first con-
tact with us and suggested working in Lithuania. Dr. Tucker
is deeply interested in Lithuanian education and is working
closely with A.PP.LEE. At his suggestion we traveled to
Lithuania to acquaint ourselves with the situation and deter-
mine the scope of our engagement. Two schools for renova-
tion were chosen in Vilnius (Nr. 133 and Nr. 144). Most
importantly, the schools will be remodeled so that students
with special needs will be able to attend. As integration of
handicapped children into general schools is just beginning
in Lithuania, we believe our project is very significant.

It s very hard to get building materials in Lithuania now.
How will you manage?

It’s possible to get supplies with hard currency. We
have found construction companies that can sell us every-
thing we need.

How long will the renovations continue?

Preliminary work is already under way. We have hired
two builders in Lithuania. On November first, our 47 team
members fly to Vilnius. We will be working intensively for
nearly three weeks. If we are unable to complete some fin-
ishing jobs, we will hire local contractors. In the future we
plan to organize more such teams and continue the program.
Lithuania is an incredibly beautiful land. We found that the
people are warm and have maintained a very strong sense of
identity. They are full of resolve to build their country.

THE SEED PICTURE

September 20 through October 7, 1992, is a period of
time that will be remembered on the most special pages of
my life book. Ileft Boston for Washington, D.C., to meet 20
other delegates from all over the United States as part of the
Citizens Ambassador Program/People to People Project As-
sist in Education. September 21 would find our heads filled
with information from the State Department, and our hearts
anxious for our journey to the Baltic States to begin.

After a short stay in Riga, Latvia, our group split, and 12
of us left by motorcoach for Vilnius. The other nine del-
egates left for Tallin, Estonia. My memories of my stay in
Vilnius will remain with me forever. The Seed Picture cap-
tures all the emotions I experienced.

Our group spent each day visiting schools and organiza-
tions. We had been asked to come prepared to share the
newest ideas and philosophies being used in our schools; to
teach or share an activity with some classes; and to meet
with the teaching staff within each building. Our range of
materials was quite a compilation, as we represented 11 dif-
ferent states, and we all know about the differences within
our own country. However, we all shared a love for chil-
dren, a respect for their unique and individual differences,
and a professional wish to be the best we can be for them.
As our visits progressed during this week, we soon realized
that our Lithuanian counterparts shared our concemns and
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any supplies. We may have surprised our Lithuanian hosts
with our comfortable, enthusiastic approach to teaching and
our positive interaction with their students. Commitments
were made and, hopefully, all of our promises will be kept.

The lack of supplies and resources was glaring in all of
the schools, but the spirit and determination was never ab-
sent. It was there as we were hugging and saying good-bye,
and it was there in the very real sense when at Primary School
#7 we were given the gift of The Seed Picture. As I stood
holding this lovely folk art design, made entirely of seeds by
students, I was thinking—what a wonderful art project. The
seeds had been pressed into flattened clay, and the textures
and colors were so pleasant to the eye. All of this was appar-
ent. But then our hosts explained to us that these pictures
would no longer be made “because, for now, in Lithuania all
seeds must be planted in order for us to survive.”

1 carried that seed picture lovingly back to my hotel,
looked at it often during the remainder of my trip to ensure it
was undamaged, and, finally, as Tunpacked it late one evening
upon arriving home, I realized the full significance of that
picture. It not only represented how determination of spirit
saves people throughout the worst of times, but also that this
determination needs to be respected and nurtured. There is
no question that there is a struggle ahead for the people of
Lithuania. They will win this struggle, and it most probably
will be won by this young generation.

1 believe that there were many seeds planted during this
time, not only in the ground, but also in the minds of these
young people who deserve to know the world cares about
them. I was greatly moved when, after creating their own
books during my class, the children insisted upon making a
gift of them to me. I hope that we were able to leave some
new ideas with their teachers and to assure them that they are
on the right path. Their country will grow and prosper, and
we will be so happy to watch this happen.

—Carol Smiglin, Hollis, New Hampshire

LEADERSHIP

Arrangements were made by A.P.P.L.E., the Ministry
of Education and the Perkins School for a Lithuanian teacher
to receive an Educational Leadership Program Fellowship.
Dana Nemunyté, a teacher at the Jonynas School for the
Blind in Vilnius, was chosen for this demanding and reward-
ing experience. We are proud to have been of service in lay-
ing the groundwork for Dana’ s work here and are delighted
to receive her letters from Watertown, Massachusetts.

My knowledge of the Perkins School is incomplete. I
haven’t been here very long and my English could be better.
It’s a good thing that we get a lot of printed hand-outs, which
Iread with a dictionary. My colleagues help. I want to un-
derstand this organizational model of special education,
maybe some part could be appropriate for Lithuania too.

The school is a bit like an octopus—its tentacles greater

than its body. On campus there is a school for 170 children,
but satellite activities extend throughout the Northeast. The
Perkins School has preschool and elementary programs as
well as a secondary program which teaches academic, voca-
tional, social and independent living skills to 13-22 year olds.
The Life Skills Program is oriented for the multihandicapped,
the Deaf-Blind Program is justly renowned, and Adult Ser-
vices are available to persons 18-35 year of age who have
serious handicaps resulting from injury or illness.

We have spent time with all of these groups. My im-
pression is that the teaching of academic skills is extremely
individualized and not paramount; there is great emphasis
on language and communication, living skills, orientation
and mobility, work. Elementary school children are work-
ing with computers here. A small number of pupils in this
group eventually transfer to regular schools.

The material base conditions for teaching here are fan-
tastic. But the work is necessarily very difficult.

There are many outreach, diagnostic and support ser-
vices. Of special note are the National Program, which helps
to develop specialists, provides consultations and teaching
materials across the U.S., and the International Program,
which extends technical and teaching assistance to more than
50 countries, mostly in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Now
there is a new awareness of Eastern Europe. I am a small
part of this program. I am the first representative from any
part of the Baltic or “former U.S.S.R.”

Once one recognizes the extent of the work adminis-
tered and carried through by Perkins School personnel, it’s
not surprising that more than 700 people are employed here.

Thave enjoyed the opportunity to chat with the Director,
Mr. Kevin Lessard, several times. Everyone here thinks very
highly of the original contact person from Lithuania, Mr.
Juozaitis.

I will be studying curricula and teaching methods for
multi-handicapped blind and vision-impaired elementary '
school students. This is what Irequested in the letter I wrote _
last year. So much is fascinating—and perhaps applicable—
but it’s too much for one person to absorb. It would be won-
derful to have a second teacher study deaf-blind education
here. I am collecting articles, making copies about every-
thing which I think important. How will I bring it all home
in the spring?

Iwork as a teacher’s assistant in the mornings. We have
a bit of free time in mid-afternoon, followed by lectures at
Boston College. I read up on the subject in advance, then
study hand-outs after the lecture.

1 am in charge at my “cottage,” a residence for some of
the children, on a regular schedule. Taking care of their daily
needs is an important part of my practicum. I have leamed
to-help my students in wheelchairs take showers, not with-
out getting equally wet myself. I have noticed that working
clothes are simpler here and more practical.

I look forward to meeting more A.P.P.L.E. members in
the Boston area. In the meantime, best wishes to all of you.

—Dana Nemunyté
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Patricia Wood was one of A.P.P.L.E.'s Summer Semi-
nar '92 English teachers in Siauliai. She has stayed on in
Lithuania.

Since the beginning of school, I have been living and
teaching in Kelmé. I usually teach at school #2 with Aldona
Aleknaité from my course in Siauliai. Once or twice a week
I visit other schools in the district and speak to kids about my
life and life in America. Of the nine English teachers in
Kelmé, four were my students in Siauliai. Two others are
Americans who teach at the English-specialized school. One
is a Peace Corps volunteer, and the other just got her Master’s
in TESOL. We’ve all met once and will continue to meet
every two weeks to exchange ideas about methodology.

I have been teaching forms 6, 7, 10, 11 and 12. I have
been discovering how difficult it is to teach when your only
material or teaching tool is your tongue. There is so much
Lithuanian in the textbooks that I can’t understand them. All
the stories in them are about Lenin, Soviet accomplishments
or homeless children in America.

I have found the enthusiasm of the young children en-
couraging, but the lack of knowledge in the older students
disturbing. The 6th and 7th formers shout “Hello!” to me i
the halls and on the streets. The older students can translate
from their book, but they can barely write and cannot speak.
Half of the 12th form failed a test on the present tense of “to
be.” Aldona and I have been practically standing on our
heads, trying to make the lessons interesting to them, but
we’re running out of ideas.

I have been having fun living in this little town. Be-
cause I'm from Washington, D.C., it’s a new experience for
me to see people I know everywhere. I see my students at
the bread store or their parents at a folk dance festival. One
drawback is that I can’t hang out at a cafe or go to a disco
because everyone will talk about the American teacher.

For the past month I've been living without hot water or
abath or shower. I get to wash my hair in a basin with boiled
water every few days. But it’s all part of the experience of
living like a real Lithuanian teacher. So, take a long, hot

_shower for me. Write to me!

Here’s a sample of the first LETA newsletter.

WELCOME TO LETA, THE LITHUANIAN ENGLISH
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION!

LETA was founded at the A.P.P.L.E. Summer Seminar
in Siauliai by a group of Lithuanian English Teachers who
wanted a forum for communication with other members of
their profession, With the current overwhelming demand
for English and the persistent lack of language materials,
teaching English in Lithuania has become something more
than a challenge.

English teachers must balance an overloaded schedule
of lessons and students with outdated textbooks and salaries,

while coping with an onslaught of translation and tutoring
Tequests—not to mention trying to feed and clothe their fami-
lies as well. These demands leave little time for a teacher to
plan innovative approaches to grammar or to prepare to face ]
Sth and 12th formers.

1 hope that LETA can help alleviate at least some of
these problems. You are not alone in your struggle. By
sharing ideas and information, we can all become better En-
glish teachers.

Because this is your organization, please tell me what
you want to hear in your newsletters, and please send any
news that you can.

Our current address is: LETA, c/o Patricia Wood,
Kastony 6, Kelmé 5470, Lithuania.

EDUCATION—THE
MOST CERTAIN OF INVESTMENTS

. AP.P.LE.receivedthe following advertisement from
our colleagues at the editorial staff of Dialogas. Here it
is—with our strong endorsemen.

The Gallup poll showed us that a majority of Ameri-
cans firmly believe that education is the best investment.
If you read the Lithuanian-language weekly Dialogas, you
will learn everything about Lithuania’s educational re-
forms first-hand, you will find many fascinating articles
about pedagogy. Early access to information is the key to
success! When you subscribe to Dialogas for 1993, you
will always be the best informed about the situation of
education in Lithuania. The cost of a subscription is $60
(330 is needed solely for mailing costs). Send a request
with your check made out to Redakcija “Mokykla” (Ac-
count Nr. 601070152), to the Bank of Lithuania, Vilnius
Division, Bank Nr.67084162, Vilnius, Lithuania. Re-
quests may also be forwarded through A.P.P.L.E.

REePoRT TO THE CORPS is edited by A.P.P.L.E. Executive Di-
rector Vaiva Vébra, who will be on a fact-finding assign-
ment in Vilnius December 27-January 8.

American Professional Partnership
for Lithuanian Education
P.O. Box 1370 « West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 521-7057 « FAX (203) 521-7018




[image: image8.jpg]m:_iol the teachers and children of a

free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. I am enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00
Charter member 100.00
Member 25.00

Student or retired member  15.00
Additional donation enclosed:

Name:
Address

City State Zip____
Telephone

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education.

P.0. Box 1370 - West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 521-7057 » FAX (203) 521-7018

for Lithuanian Education

American Professional Partnership
Post Office Box 1370

West Hartford, CT 06107

Address correction requested





