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THE YEAR OF LIVING DANGEROUSLY

“Ilgiausiy mety ilgiausiy

Laimingy mety laimingy,

Vaisingy mety vaisingy”

The lyrics above are the Lithuanian equivalent of Happy
Birthday, For He' s aJolly Good Fellow and Auld Lang Syne.
They consist of “best wishes” for anyone marking a milestone:
long life, a happy year, a fruitful (and fertile) year. That last

one often embarrasses both singers and the objects of their
attention, but we never skip a verse.

AP.P.LE. began its work and issued its first Report to
the Corps a year ago. The last dozen months have flown by,
although there were days that crept by in slow agony, days
when clocks ticked but no news came, and we paced the
hallways of empty houses. Nothing can wipe out the memory
of tanks unleashed against a people simply holding hands.
This memory is nearly as vivid as if we had been witnesses.
Certainly in learning to pay desperate and particular attention,
we have learned to witness history.

The happiness was no less real for being edged in black,
however. The joy of participation is incomparable. The op-
portunity to help shape and pursue specific goals for the
Lithuanian school system, alongside our colleagues in
Lithuania, might have been the stuff of fantasy recently
enough. That surge of recognition when we first met the
Lithuanian teachers at the ‘91 Summer Seminar, that spark
of common passions and purposes, lit the fuses of a bunch of
firecrackers whom we call A.P.P.L.E. members.

It was a year of living dangerously. The people of
Lithuania put their lives on the line in pursuit of freedom.
They put up their fortunes and backed them with their sacred
honor in pursuit of a market economy and a democratic
government, Lithuania met the enemy without and prevailed,
by force of conviction and desire. But we are hardly out of
the woods, as the massive Soviet military presence daily
reminds us. The enemy within is very much alive as well,

amorphous, and all the more dangerous. Common ideals are
not, after all, common to everyone. Fear and its siblings, greed
and complacency, attack the foundations of the Republic.

Minister Kuolys writes that “against the growing ano-
nymity and banality of history in Europe, we have seen that
the moral decisions and acts of an individual nation as well
as of a single person can and do have fateful power.” Students
stood with teachers at the barricades. Is it possible to maintain
that intimacy, the intimacy of battle-weary troops, in the
classroom? The struggle for knowledge, understanding and
perspective is the crucible of the future Republic of Lithuania,
Teachers, ordinary and extraordinary, will bring it forth. Either
stagnation or revolutionary change confined to an ideologi-
cal “sweep of the premises” would be a death knell. In seeking
to bring about gradual and principled change in the system,
the Ministry is daily walking a tightrope stretched high above
the darkness.

With the creation of A.P.P.L.E., we’ve stepped out onto
that tightrope as well. Sometimes everything that came before
seems like a different life entirely. As a Lithuanian-Ameri-
can, I always felt lucky to have a strong sense of community
and purpose. Yet everything is topsy-turvy now. No longer
must a fecling of obligation animate our decisions. Lithuania
is free, and so are we. The choice of involvement, of com-
mitment, is personal in a new sense. If we freely undertake
creative work with and for Lithuania, then our choices must
have consequences on two continents.

It was a dangerous year. We struggled to get our bear-
ings. Successes were phenomenal, but we made mistakes,
too. We were frustrated by our own limitations and events
beyond our control.

The new year of 1992 saw in a new publication for
teachers in Lithuania, “Dialogas” (“‘Dialogue”)}—yes, you
will be able to subscribe. There was a black and white pho-
tograph on the first page . . . . I would guess that all those
paper angels with trumpets were taped up on the glass panes
of an elementary school window. The caption caught my
attention: “When we are downcast by endless lines and daily
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each of us has a white brother, an angel. A wing flashes,
beating calm and light. Or at least a feather. Or at least, a
clean and weightless January snowflake.” Each of us will
have a different perception of the January sky, but each of us
will be comforted if we look up.

A.P.P.LEE. was born looking up. In a leap of faith, we
believed that Lithuania would become free. We believed in
our capacity to best judge how we should act, as independent
partners for our Lithuanian colleagues. We trusted ourselves
to keep the promises we made. It was a risk, a risk we have
never regretted. It was arisk A.P.P.L.E. members enabled us
to take—from our very first, Rev. Anderlonis of Philadelphia,
1o our most recent—thank you for your partnership!

—Vaiva Vébra

THE YEAR OF REALLY HARD WORK

‘When I prepare to leave a place where I have spent
meaningful time, I like to take one last glance. As I say
farewell to one year of A.P.P.L.E. work, I see a quiet evening,
with the sun setting near the Teachers’ Qualification Institute
in Vilnius. The backdrop is made up of dark pines and spruces,
with a lazy sun sinking ever so slowly. The mood is one of
pleasant exhaustion. And so it is with A.P.P.L.E—we’ve
made it through a year, and now it is the quiet evening before
the new day with its long list of jobs to be done.

Yet, one can be amazed at what this totally volunteer
organization has accomplished in a relatively short time:

« The first jointly sponsored Teacher Qualification-rais-
ing Seminar organized by A.P.P.L.E. and the Ministry of
Culture and Education can be called our shining star. We
brought 30 American educators and specialists and two Ca-
nadian educators to a four-week seminar, and worked with
536 educators and specialists in Lithuania. We worked in
seven different areas: Montessori, special education, educa-
tional administration, social studies, teaching methodology,
counseling and educational psychology, and English as a
second language methodology. We shared new information
and methodology, discussed existing frameworks, and learned
from our Lithuanian colleagues of their needs and problems.
Perhaps most importantly, the seminar laid the groundwork
for future A.P.P.L.E. work, giving us direction and purpose.
The success of this first seminar is due in great part to the
effort and wholehearted devotion to a cause by the teachers
and specialist volunteers who donated their time and airfare.
Dr. Katherine Baker’s follow-up seminar in October served
to complete our project.

« A.P.P.LE. has functioned as a facilitator between the
Ministry of Culture and Education and various U.S. institu-
tions and professional organizations. We are working with
many such organizations, including the United States Infor-
mation Agency, the Peace Corps, the National Association
of Secondary School Principals, the Overbrook School for
the Blind International, and the like.

» A.P.P.L.E. fields requests from individuals interested
in aiding education in Lithuania or who wish to work directly
in Lithuania. Two persons were placed for the academic year
’91-'92, half a dozen for brief working visits. Numerous
applications have been received for placement in 1992-93.

« A P.P.L.E. gamers stipends and scholarships available
for Lithuanian specialists to increase and improve their skills
here. Due to the efforts of A.P.P.L.E., the Joseph P. Kennedy
Foundation awarded its first international fellowship in special
education to a Lithuanian educator who is now working in
the United States. Once a scholarship recipient arrives, we
work to ensure acclimation to the U.S.

* AP.P.LE. collects materials and books that can be
sent and used by students and teachers in Lithuania. We have
sent video and audio equipment, copying equipment, school
supplies and computer equipment to schools directly and
through the Ministry. Our current fund-raising efforts will
supply each major library in Lithuania with Test of English
as a Foreign Language learning materials.

« A.P.P.L.E. informs U.S. colleagues and institutions as
well as associations about the great need for educational re-
form in Lithuania through its newsletter, presentations in
conferences and seminars, and direct communication. We
solicit aid and assistance in the form of materials and per-
sonnel to help in the reform movement.

Ican tell you one important thing that we have not done.
We have not been able to establish a strong enough financial
base from which we can operate. We need people who can
help us with grants and grant-writing. And we need generous
souls who can reach deep into their pockets.

Every day when I go to work in my public school class-
room, I use textbooks, workbooks, maps. I tape up another
one of my students’ creations, hand out another sticker for
good behavior, and I can’t help but think of the teachers in
Lithuania who have no decent chalk, no maps, no workbooks,
no tape, and double shifts of students.

When I glance back at the past year of A.P.P.LE., I
absorb a scene that shows an organization that has accom-
plished and learned a lot. However, I can’t help but think of
that rock-like chalk, and those wearying double shifts.

Next year, when I glance back, I'd like to remember it
as full of volunteers who help make learning brighter, and
teaching more productive. Please come join us in the “big
picture” and lend us your talents in whatever way possible.

—Jraté Krokys

THE SCORECARD

During the first year of A.P.P.L.E.’s operation, a period
ending December 31, 1991, 148 members joined our organi-
zation. Total dues paid came to $7,270.

Money received from other sources came to $9,990, in-

cluding grants of $5,000 from the Soros Foundation and
$3,000 from Dovana Lietuvai to underwrite part of the cost
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Thus, total revenue for the year was $17,260.
Expenses were as follows:

Seminar 91 $7,676.35
Newsletters (printing) 1,269.30
Postage 810.96
Transportation 206.00
Telephone/Fax 4,487.44
Office supplies 302.05
Guests (Lithuanian VIPs)  460.96
Orphanage donation 350.00
Total $15,563.06

There is no expense line for salaries (even clerical sup-
port) or for computers or office equipment. These have been
donated.

We do not truly measure the worth of our organization
by numbers such as these, yet these numbers have conse-
quences. We must continue to grow, to gain members and
financial resources, if we are to meet the challenges before
us. We succeeded beyond our hopes in our first year, but we
also learned the dimensions of the educational odyssey that
lies ahead for Lithuania.

MEETING THE TEST

Last issue we asked for your donations toward making a
major gift of instructional materials for teaching English.
Seventy donors contributed over $3,500, which allows us to
provide Test of English as a Foreign Language teaching
materials and sample tests to all of the recipients originally
designated by the Ministry of Education. These include 13
specialized and University libraries, the National M.
Mazvydas Library of the Republic of Lithuania, and 11 city
and 48 regional public libraries. Therefore, the textbook/
cassette sets provided by A.P.P.L.E. with your help will be
available to students and teachers of English throughout the
country.

On behalf of Lithuania’s children, we thank you.

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Many of us would like to play a more direct role in the
reconstruction of Lithuanian education by actually working
with Lithuanian teachers and students. Although your impact
here in the States can be very great, there is nothing like
person-to-person contact and hands-on work for immediate
effect and feedback.

For many of us, time and finances constrain the reality
of working in Lithuania. Herein we present just a few of the
many fellowships and stipends available that might ease that
situation—a fellowship that could extend your teaching po-
sition and free you for a semester of work in Lithuania, a
teacher exchange position that would not affect your salary,

a teacher/trainer position at a university level, and the like.

We urge you to send in your own suggestions on fel-
lowships and exchanges. Perhaps they are not in your area of
expertise, but they may be applicable to another A.P.P.L.E.r.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
TEACHER-SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Awards will permit one academic year of fulltime, in-
dependent study in the humanities; the stipend will be
equivalent to recipient’s salary (up to $27,500); the awards
are open to elementary and secondary humanities teachers.
Applications are due on May 1 for projects to begin in Sep-
tember of the following year. For more information contact:

NEH Teacher-Scholar Program, Div. of Educ. Programs
1100 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Room 302
Washington, D.C. 20506

(202) 786-0377

FULBRIGHT TEACHER EXCHANGE PROGRAM

The principal purpose of the Fulbright Program is to in-
crease mutual understanding between the people of the United
States and those of other countries. Teachers from U.S.
universities, colleges and schools exchange positions with
teachers from similar institutions from cooperating countries,
usually for an academic year. Seminar programs are also
available. For further information contact:

Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program
Room 142, 600 Maryland Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024-2520

(202) 6194555

THE FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR PROGRAM

The Fulbright Scholar Program is geared toward lectur-
ing or research at the university level. The benefits include a
monthly allowance and an initial allowance to cover the
expense of moving. Previously, the CIES (Council for the
International Exchange of Scholars) had to deal directly with
Moscow. Now, the CIES is working with the Baltic States.
Application for the 1993-1994 academic year is due by June
15, 1992. For more information, contact Andy Riess or Laurie
Calhoun at (202) 686-6246, or write 10:

CIES

Fulbright Scholar Awards

3007 Tilden St., N.W., Suite SM
Washington, D.C. 20008-3009

THE Peace Corps

The Peace Corps will be establishing itself in the Baltics
soon. One of the objectives of the Peace Corps program will
be teaching English as a Second Language. No dependents
are allowed. Couples are O.K., if both will be working for
the Peace Corps. For more information, contact the Baltics
program manager, Mr. Jon Keaton at (202) 606-3337, or:

The Peace Corps
1990 K St., N.W., Suite 7316
Washington, D.C. 20526
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A.P.P.L.E. has once again been invited by the Ministry
of Culture and Education of the Republic of Lithuania to
organize and execute a Teacher Qualification-Raising
Seminar in Lithuania this summer. It is with great creative
pleasure that we undertake the makings of Seminar *92.

A.P.P.LE. urgently invites you to consider volunteer-
ing your time for a very intense four-week seminar. We are
still looking for teachers in the following areas:

1. educational administration

2. special education

3. early childhood education

4. social studies

5. counseling and school psychology

6. French, German and English teaching methodology
7. teaching methodology and curriculum

8. music education

9. TESL

Please call Zita Krukonis at (617) 696-3315, or Vaiva
Vebra at (203) 347-7095 to request an application.

Seminar coordinators must, very much like sculptors,
create programs from available materials. They must fuse
the strengths of the teacher/trainers with the needs of each
individual program. This year’s seminar will also devote more
time to discussion and hands-on work.

* The upcoming seminar will feature topics on Early
Childhood education through the early grades (school be-
gins at the relatively late age of 7, and most parents work
fulltime).

« The area of educational administration will emphasize

A.P.P.L.E. BRANCHES OUT

A.P.P.L.E. is proud to welcome three new members of
the Leadership Group and is particularly grateful for their
extraordinary generousity.

Regina Petrauskas is a high school librarian from
Clark’s Summit, Pennsylvania. Regina has a special inter-
est in innovations in library science, especially computer-
based access to library resources, and the creative integra-
tion of libraries into school curricula in Lithuania.

Violeta Gedgaudas is a teacher of English as a second
language to adults in California. Violeta taught in Seminar
*91, as did Regina, and Violeta was able to bring a substan-
tial amount of material for teaching English to leave behind
at the Teachers Qualification Institute.

Irena Mogenis is a retired nurse from New Jersey. She
heard about A.P.P.L.E.'s TOEFL drive from a friend, and
was moved to join our partnership and make a substantial
donation. Irena believes, as we all do, that education is the
key to unlocking Lithuania’s future as a free land.

the development of viable and constructive communication
within all levels, including teachers’ active participation in
the workings of their schools.

« Special education will focus on writing, learning and
behavioral programs for each individual student, as well as
discussions of eventual integration into regular schools.

» The TESL seminar will be a major new program for
A.P.P.LE,, held in the beautiful, ancient city of Siauliai at the
pedogogical institute. A.P.P.L.E. has been working to develop
this program with some congenial colleagues, especially the
head of the Siauliai Board of Education, Mrs. Giedré
Cepaitiené. She has provided us this gracious invitation
(thanks to Mr. William Shergalis for passing it along):

“A group of teachers from Siauliai had a chance to at-
tend summer courses arranged by A.P.P.L.E. The apple
you've brought to Lithuania is delicious. We’ve promised
to plant its seeds in our schools. We were greatly impressed
by the people who came to Lithuania: their strong wish to
help, sincerity, radiant kindness.

“(In future programs, we would like] to watch some more
video films on everyday work of teachers. We’d like to
continue both theoretical and practical courses of psychology.
We are interested in the idea of teaching not a subject, but a
student, the ways of work with gifted and slow students.

“Soothing the pupils’ problem of going from elementary
to middle school and then to senior school is also of great
concern. We're interested in the ways of solving it in your
schools if there are any. We’d also like to learn more about
curriculum development, textbook choices, principles of
testing, programs on ethical values, and school management.”

How I SPENT SUMMER VACATION

Here are some notes from participants in Seminar '91:
Carol Sperry from Boston writes:

“I found this group of teachers amazingly receptive to
broaching the difficult questions of education. Years of re-
pression have only whetted their appetites for liberaied edu-
cational policies, and their enthusiasm was inspiring....”

Dr. Susan Andersen from the University of Central
Florida writes:

“... it was not until we met with the 500+ Lithuanian
educators...that we were to realize the true purpose of our
coming. Who could have expected the American teachers to
have shared surprisingly similar educational philosophies,
and to consistently reinforce each other’s ideas in individu-
ally prepared lectures?... Who could have planned the strength
of the bond which formed in a ‘cross-strand’ discussion group
where Lithuanian kindergarten teachers, high school language
teachers and school directors met each other not as unrelated
‘specialists’ but as fellow architects of Lithuanian freedom?”

Gloria and James Lane of Cleveland write:

“For us, being such a vital part of the reformation and
revolution of Lithuania is almost indescribable. We felt in-




[image: image5.jpg]tellectual excitement and a sense of accomplishment. We
developed an appreciation for and commitment to a culture
and people of whom we had previously been unaware.... this
remarkable summer was but a beginning.... We look forward
to joining our fellow educators in Lithuania again.”

Prof. Paul Slayton of Mary Washington College in Vir-
ginia writes:

“I spent most of last summer, and the first two weeks in
January of this year in Lithuania working with Lithuanian
teachers. These opportunities provided me with the landmark
experiences of my life.

“The Lithuanians are delightfully dedicated and enthu-
siastic. Their adrenaline is pumping from the successful
ending to their years of struggle for independence. Many
Lithuanian teachers were in the vanguard of the indepen-
dence movement. Some risked their lives by interposing their
bodies between the infamous TV tower in Vilnius and the
Soviet tanks. Since the August Coup in Moscow, Lithuania
is no longer threatened by hostile armed forces. However,
the structure of Lithuanian education is, like their economy,
in a shambles. Lithuanian educators have rejected 50 years
of Communist indoctrination. That rejection includes all
curriculum with the Marxist-Leninist imprimatur. Just
imagine that you had to go into your classroom tomorrow
doubtful of your own education, and without any of the
curriculum materials published in the last fifty years. It’s a
frightening thought! But that is exactly the situation in which
Lithuanian teachers find themselves.

“English is the ‘hottest’ subject in the curriculum. With
the opening up of communications and trade with the West,
students are clamoring to study English. Thus, to serve current
student interests as well as national aspirations, the sizes of
English classes are increasing alarmingly for the relatively
few teachers of English in Lithuanian.

“Another extremely significant detriment to effective
English instruction in Lithuanian schools is the fact that in-
dividual teachers are left largely to their own meager re-
sources. There is little in the way of instructional support
from regional offices. Few in administrative or supervisory
roles have any knowledge of English, and there is no organi-
zation of English teachers. In fact, the idea of subject matter
support groups is a new concept to Lithuanian educators.

“In the school in Kupiskis, in which I taught English
classes for a day, I found the only piece of contemporary
American literature was Eric Segal’s Love Story—not an
auspicious beginning for the study of modern English.
Moreover, Lithuanian schools lack the technology for using
video tapes, have no equipment for reproducing printed
materials, and are further burdened by a paucity of audio
tapes in English. Thus, Lithuanian students of English have
little opportunity to hear spoken English, with the English
teacher providing the only opportunity to practice oral skills.
Herein, too, lies a problem. All the Lithuanian English
teachers I met had good reading and written skills, and an
excellent understanding of English grammar. All but a few,
however, were sadly deficient in oral skills.

“How can we help? Send the English language to Li-
etuva! Any surplus materials, young adult novels (in fact,
most contemporary American literature), audio tapes, either
cassette or reel-to-reel, and letters both from you and your
students—all these, along with your moral support, would
be splendid contributions. The Lithuanians, with their un-
armed, passive resistance provided the major blows to
Communist hegemony in Eastern Europe. They have self-
respect and dignity in full measure. Just a bit of help will
allow them to recapture their heritage as a free people.”

A.P.P.L.E.—VILNIUS BRANCH

After having been asked to write an article on “Educa-
tion in Lithuania” I had to ask myself whose education I am
to write about. I have been living and working in Lithuania
since July 2, and the longer I am here, the more I realize the
invaluable education I am receiving. Witnessing the re-es-
tablishment of Lithuania has been an exuberant, yet sober-
ing, experience, for while the joy of Lithuanian independence
is real, so are the long-term effects of Sovietization, which
will not be wiped away as easily as the statues of Lenin were.

In working at the “Lietuvos Mokytoju Kvalifikacijos
Institutas” in Vilnius, I have had the opportunity to look at
one aspect of society, the Lithuanian educational system, on
a more in-depth level. This “Teachers’ In-Service Training
Institute” hosts over 13,000 teachers per year, as primary
and secondary teachers come for one to two-week sessions
to continue their education in their fields. In the past it was
mandatory that teachers attend one session every five years.
This year it is optional. I work in the English Language De-
partment with two other foreigners: Kristin Baird, also rep-
resenting A.P.P.L.E., and Gavin McEwan of Scotland.

This fall we organized two two-week sessions for sec-
ondary school English teachers. A total of 97 teachers at-
tended from all over Lithuania. Each day was divided into
lectures and small-group discussions. Some of the lectures
included “Learning as a Positive Experience”, “Communi-
cation for the Classroom Teacher”, “ American Universities”,
and “British and American Culture.” Our goal through these
lectures was to present information on both teaching meth-
odology and American/British life.

What the teachers need most is not fancy teaching aids,
but rather confidence. They need someone to tell them that
they can speak English, that they have the capacity to be
great teachers, and to trust in themselves. As one teacher put
it, “This session was so different from the others. In the past,
all they used to tell us was what poor English teachers we
were. But you’re telling us that we’re not. You listen to us,
and we can tell that you really care.”

Caring is something left out of all the Soviet textbooks
for teaching. In the “Learning as a Positive Experience” lec-
ture, Kristin and I spoke of developing relationships with
your students. Students will learn better if you show them
that you care about them. We mentioned that teachers should
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agement. When we said all of this, the teachers looked at us
with wide eyes, diligently taking notes, as if they had never
heard this before. And for some, they hadn’t. Upon the close
of the first session, one teacher spoke to me after class and
said, “You know, Kerry, you’re right about being a positive
influence for my students—especially for the ones who aren’t
good students. When I return I think I'll try it.” What I al-
ways took for granted as common knowledge, I have come
to discover is actually a humanistic attitude which I have
grown up with, and they have not.

The greatest impact I am having on the teachers is not
with what I teach, but how I teach. Teaching with positive-
ness and enthusiasm is new for many, and scary for most.
But many are ready to try to change in order to make a dif-
ference. And believing that they CAN make this difference
is the first step—a step towards better education in Lithuania.

—Kerry Stromberg

EGGHEADS OF THE WORLD, UNITE!

Washington State A.P.P.L.E.r Ina Bray, has advised us
that Egghead Software of Issaquah, WA, has donated 44
dozen T-shirts with the “Egghead University” logo to
Lithuania’s Ministry of Culture and Education.

Mrs. Regina Kucas, president of the Education Council
of the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc., kindly offered
that organization’s services to transport the shirts by cargo
container from Chicago to Lithuania.

AP.PLE. will be coordinating the distribution of the
T-shirts with the Ministry’s assistance. Our intent is that they
be distributed as areward for having completed coursework,
workshops, seminars, or other programs that demonstrate the
functioning of Western democracy in the classroom. The T-
shirts will serve as a light-hearted but real bond among a
pioneering group of educators who are breaking through the
dehumanizing ideology of Lithuania’s Soviet past.

The T-shirts will also be a symbol of American creativ-
ity, ingenuity, humor, willingness to take risks and its conse-
quences, and, of course, American generosity.

INVEST IN A COUNTRY ESTATE

In the Spring of 1991, the Baltic Action Committee, lo-
cated in Washington, decided to designate the sum of $350
toward the needs of orphans in Lithuania. The A.P.P.L.E.
seminar crew was delegated to ascertain what specific pur-
poses the money would serve. We were glad to report some
time ago that the Ministry of Culture and Education of
Lithuania had opened an account with the goal of refurbish-
ing the old Gelgaudiskiai estate in the region of Sakiai.

In 1920 the Lithuanian American community purchased
this estate and its manor house for the founding of an or-

phanage. In 1966 the orphanage was reorganized as a reme-
dial school, but for the last eight years the manor house has
stood abandoned and decaying. The Ministry intends to return
the manor house to the orphans of Lithuania, as a magnet
school in the fields of art and music. The generous impulse
of 1920 invites our own. The Baltic Action Committee do-
nation is seed money. You may send your contributions,
designated “Sakiai,” 10 A.P.P.L.E. to be forwarded to the
Ministry. We can make Gelgaudiskiai shine again.

CONFERENCE CALL

S. Razma, Rector of the Vilnius Pedagogical Institute,
has extended an invitation to American educators to partici-
pate in an international conference entitled “Educational re-
formin Lithuania: objectives and management,” to take place
April 8-11 of this year. Although transportation expenses (o
Lithuania will not be provided, accommodations and living
expenses during the conference will be covered. We urge
anyone who plans to be in Lithuania at the time of the con-
ference to call A.P.P.L.E. and inquire about participation.

A.P.P.L.E. LIBRARIANS: A
POWERHOUSE GROUP

I spent two months (October and November) at the
Lithuanian National Library as a representative of the Library
of Congress, Congressional Research Service, which has
already given substantial support to parliamentary libraries
in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland. As we know from
daily news reports, the political climate in the United States
seems 10 be very critical of any increases in foreign aid, so
funding for this initiative will be tight, but there will definitely
be some support. I was heartened at all the activity and hard
work that I saw in the Library, and was also proud to see
how much the Lithuanians have been able to do, and how
well they have developed plans for the future, in spite of
their limited resources. Just one example: the Preservation
Section took over a former Soviet Army building, and the
entire staff went over with pails, mops and cleaning sup-
plies, and worked until the place shone. The head of the Sec-
tion was exhausted after weeks of work and planning, but
the satisfaction and sheer joy in his face, when he told me
about plans for a Preservation Center for the entire country,
told the whole story. Once again I was struck by the
Lithuanian determination to prevail, no matter what. Other
countries are also giving aid to Baltic libraries; the Germans,
British and French have been generous, and the U.S. Infor-
mation Service has also pledged support.

I spoke to a group of American students last year about
Lithuania for their European history class and asked each
interested student to pledge a letter at least every month, as
well as a book for a school library. In this particular case, it
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guage emphasis and a fantastic teaching staff. I've volunteered
again to conduct classes of a similar nature, personalizing
the history by telling them about relatives who were exiled
to Siberia in cattle cars, about people who risked everything
to resist, and about what it means to persevere in the face of
terrible hardship while remaining loyal to the truth. Person-
ally, I prefer to visit schools where I will feel comfortable
speaking freely regarding faith and hope, without the hin-
drance of giving a “value-free” or neutral presentation. As
exhibits, I have used a piece of barbed wire formerly from
the Polish border, the famous poster of a youth waving a
Lithuanian flag over the helmets of Soviet troops, and a wa-
tercolor profile of Andrei Sakharov. I also quote excerpts of
some of President Landsbergis’ speeches. We’ve had a fas-
cinating story to tell.

—Felicija Kolp

A PERFECT CHANCE

A.P.P.LE. tumed to the Joseph Kennedy Foundation,
renowned for its support of research and work in the field of
mental retardation, seeking aid for the mentally retarded in
Lithuania. We emphasized that outdated teacher training
methods were a severe problem. The Foundation responded
with a fellowship to study special education theory and
practice in the U.S. The first International Fellowship in the
field of mental retardation has been awarded to Ms. Dainé
Raicevitiiité, a teacher from PaneveZys, Lithuania.

Dainé Raiceviifit is now at the world-famous Institute
on Disabilities at the University of New Hampshire. Guided
by Dr. Jan Nisbet, a pioneer in the field of total inclusion, she
is headed for an exceptional six-month learning experience.
Dainé is a graduate of the Siauliai Pedagogical Institute, with
a degree in Special Education and Speech Therapy. Her ex-
perience has been in working with children demonstrating
mild disabilities and speech problems. It is her philosophy
on learning and the rights of the individual that made her a
suitable fellowship candidate. In a recent interview Dainé
stated that everyone has the right to attend school and pos-
sesses the potential to learn, despite his or her special needs.

We wish Daine the best of success while in the U.S.,
and hope that her work here will help the children of
Lithuania.

It's hard even to describe such wide differences as exist
in our two countries, between possibilities for educationally
disabled children to live among other children their age. Af-
ter all, it is so important not to feel yourself an outcast, sim-
ply because you are different, and you are left with no un-
derstanding of how this came abou.

1 arrived here thanks to the efforts of the members of
A.P.PLE., with a great sense of responsibility and a clear
goal in mind: to attempt 1o learn in depth totally different
educational concepts for the learning and developmentally
disabled, and their preparation for integrated living. Here,

in New Hampshire I am afforded the opportunity to observe
different educational methodology and to talk and associate
with Special Education teachers. This is a perfect chance 1o
learn how best to nurture such special children. I am gain-
ing valuable knowledge which I can apply upon my returnto
Lithuania, knowledge which I can also share with my col-
leagues. We must collectively not only attempt to improve on
old techniques, but must also adopt new ideas. Sincere thanks
to A.P.P L.E. for such unforgettable memories.

—Dainé RaiceviCilté.

GOING TO CAMP THIS SUMMER?

Several summer activities are being jointly organized
by the Educational Council of the Lithuanian American
Committee, Inc., and the Ministry of Culture and Education
of the Republic of Lithuania. Three programs of interest in-
clude a summer camp for children, a seminar for teachers of
Lithuanian Saturday schools in America, and an elementary
Lithuanian language course.

The summer camps for children will take place both from
July 11 through August 2, and August 3 through 23, at a lake
in Nemencine, near Vilnius. Various excursions as well as
recreational activities are being planned. The camps are free,
although transportation to the camps is not. Parents who wish
1o accompany their children will be charged a nominal fee.

The seminars for teachers of Lithuanian Saturday schools
and those wishing to learn Lithuanian will take in July and
August in Vilnius. The agenda will include tours and theatre.

For additional information regarding the above,
A.P.P.LE. encourages you to contact Mrs. Regina Kucas,
President of the Educational Council, at (312) 778-0350.

INSIDE INFORMATION, JUST $5

We are pleased to announce the availability of three
short “White Papers” on the Lithuanian educational sys-
tem. These papers were prepared by the Ministry, translated
by A.P.P.LE., and cover basic stastistical information
about Lithuania, its school system, the inner structure of
education administration, and educational reform. The
intended audience for this clear-eyed assessment is any-
one in the West providing educational assistance whoneeds
such information at his or her fingertips.

We will send these papers to any A.P.P.L.E. mem-
bers requesting them. Just send us $5 to cover the cost of

duplicating and postage and ask for the “White Papers.”

Editors are A.P.P L.E. Directors Vaiva Vébra and Jii-
raté Krokys. Special thanks to everyone who contributed to
this issue, especially financial manager Zina Dreslius. Very
special thanks to Julius Veblaitis, who deserves much of the
credit for the success of our TOEFL drive.





[image: image8.jpg]Support the teachers and children of a

free and democratic Lithuania.
Become an A.P.P.L.E. member.

YES! I would like to join your efforts towards
educational reform in Lithuania. Iam enclosing
the following amount for annual membership:

Leadership group $250.00
Charter member 100.00
Member 25.00

Student or retired member  15.00
Additional donation enclosed:

Name:
Address

e State_ Zip
Telephone

Please make your check payable to the Ameri-
can Professional Partnership for Lithuanian
Education.

P.O. Box 1370 - West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 521-7057 « FAX (203) 521-7018
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