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A.P.P.L.E. WELCOMES
ONE OF THE YOUNG GUNS

May 1991 brought some extraordinary visitors to the
U.S.—that is, besides President Landsbergis. While the
President of Lithuania was shaking hands ini the White House,
the Deputy Minister of Education, Aurimas Juozailis, met
with a distinguished series of educators and representatives
of governmental and professional associations. Although
Mr. Juozaitis traveled to Canada and the U.S. at the invita-
tion of the Art DeFehr Foundation to explore the possibilities
of developing “Christian colleges” in Lithuania, most of Mr.
Juozaitis’ U.S. itinerary was prepared by A.P.P.L.E. This
was another first for A.P.P.L.E., and a source of whirlwind
activity, exhaustion and excitement in the households of a
number of our members.

Mr. Juozaitis was traveling with Ligija Kaminskiené,
Coordinator of Higher Education; Saulius Vamas, Vice
Mayor of PaneyeZys; and teacher Laima Tamositiniené. Their
first stop in the U.S. was Chicago, where they visited a num-
ber of colleges at the behest of the DeFehr Foundation. Upon
arrival in Washington, D.C. our guests plunged into a non-
stop series of meetings. It is worth noting that all the gov-
emmental offices we contacted, i.e., the Departments of Edu-
cation, Health and Human Services and the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency were pleased to designate officials to meet with
the Deputy Minister, and these officials were very respon-
sive to issues raised. Those of us who were knocking on
doors in Washington, say a year ago, were delighted . . . and
gratified that public policy in the U.S. has clearly shifted in
the direction of partnership with democratically elected gov-
ernments in the Baltics.

Especially noteworthy was assistance received from the
U.S.IA. staff in scheduling a series of appointments for Mr,
Juozaitis in Washington. Following a meeting with the
U.S.I.A. English-language teaching department, the Agency
sent 900 English-tcaching texts to the Ministry for usc at the

Teacher Qualification Raising Seminar in Vilnius this sum-
mer—all as a first step in what is to be an ongoing coopera-
tive relationship.

Meetings were held with two charitable foundations, the
Christian Children’s Fund and the Joseph Kennedy Founda-
tion, and with representatives of the National Study of School
Evaluation, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, the Association for Secondary School Princi-
pals, the Council for Exceptional Children, TESOL (Teach-
ers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, Inc.), the
National Education Association and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers.

Many of our members belong to some of these profes-
sional associations. Now that the Deputy Minister has made
an initial contact, this would be a very good time to write
these associations about possible joint projects, exchanges,
donations of journals, etc. The Association of Secondary
School Principals, for example, has agreed to send a delega-
tion to Lithuania this fall, while ASCD has extended a
complimentary membership.

M. Juozaitis also had the opportunity to meet with
Congressman Swett of New Hampshire and Congressman
Fawell of Illinois (a member of the Education Committee),
and Eric Scheinkopf, the legislative affairs aide to Senator
Inouye of Hawaii. Juozaitis was escorted on these visits by
Asta Banionis of the Lithuanian-American Community
Government Affairs Office.

Our caravan proceeded north, with a stop to meet the
Lithuanian-American community in Philadelphia, another in
New Jersey, and on to New York. Rasa Razgaiticne of
Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid and Nastute Umbrazaite
of the Baltic Appeal to the U.N., along with local A.P.P.L.E.rs,
provided our guests with two working days in the Big Apple,
culminating with a reception for New York educators hosted
by Mayor Dinkens.

A late-night train ride away was the next stop—Harris-
burg, PA, and the Higher Education Forum, where the Penn-
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-for the Deputy Minister. Active A.P.P.L.E.rs in other states,
take your cue—state Departments of Education can be truly
enthusiastic about forging a direct relationship with an emerg-
ing democracy.

The two-week U.S. trek ended in Boston, after the
Deputy Minister had the chance to celebrate his 31st birth-
day up and down the east coast. Boston institutions, includ-
ing publishing house Houghton-Miflin and the Perkins School
for the Blind, were on the meeting agenda.

‘When not “in meeting,” the Deputy Minister was devel-
oping A.P.P.L.E. projects with us. Aurimas Juozaitis was
tireless and amazed us with his energy and unflagging com-
mitment to Lithuania’s educational development. It was an
honor and a pleasure for A.P.P.L.E. to serve as host, and we
hope to do so again. Thanks to all of you who took part!

SEMINAR UPDATE

Preparations for the Vilnius summer teachers’ seminar,
to be hosted jointly by A.P.P.L.E. and the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Culture, are nearly complete. We have obtained
complimentary materials from the United States Informa-
tion Agency to be used in advancing the learning of English
as asecond language. The American and Lithuanian partici-
pants have been designated, and all necessary visa applica-
tions are pending. The curriculum has been clarified, and the
four key strands of the seminar have been finalized:

(1) methodology of teaching English as a second language
(2) special education

(3) curriculum development and teaching of social studics
(4) social work and counseling in the school system

“EDUCATION IS THE ANVIL UPON WHICH DEMOCRACY IS FORGED.”

Aurimas Juozaitis' vision for Lithuanian education is
founded upon this Jeffersonian observation. He was born in
1960 in Vilnius. Juozaitis graduated from the Vilnius Engi-
neering and Architectural Construction Institute in 1983,
taught computer science in a Vilnius high school for three
years, and started working at the Vilnius Pedagogic Insti-
tute in 1987. In 1989 Juozaitis' work on education reform
began, and in 1990 he was appointed Deputy Minister of
Culture and Education by the newly elected Landsbergis gov-
ernment. In that capacity Juozaitis is responsible for lead-
ing and implementing educa.lion‘ reform in Lithuania.

Near the close of his U.S. trip, Juozaitis was interviewed
by A.P.P.L.E.r Raimonda Ruksys.

RR: Your trip began with an introduction to Christian
colleges in Canada and the U.S. Is this a model likely to be
adopted in Lithuania?

AJ: Probably not, without some modifications. The
closed nature of some of these institutions would be unsuit-
able, as we are trying to build an open society. We will wish
to see colleges that are freely accessible and tolerant of vari-
ous views. Lithuania has a deep historic tradition of cultural
tolerance. We feel that this is one of our greatest values,
which we must safeguard.

RR: Was your trip here a success?

AJ: Yes, it was. Our intention was to establish a net-
work of governmental and nongovernmental contacts and to
lay the groundwork for soliciting specific educational project
belp in the future. This we did. Some foundations and
private organizations intend to support only private, non-gov-
ernmental organizations in Lithuania, and A.P.P.L.E. isim-
portant as an intermediary for us, as the private sector be-
comes more fully developed in Lithuania.

RR: What are your expectations for the Teacher Quali-
fication Raising Seminar?

AJ: Let me begin by saying that in the future I would
like to see these courses become a tradition. Educational
reform in Lithuania is moving slowly. We lack personnel
actively pursuing reform. Some of our teachers view radical
reforms with skepticism, and this is natural, as teachers arc
generally conservers rather than inventors of knowledge.

RR: Are you afraid that the A.P.P.L.E. courses may
seem too “revolutionary” to Lithuanian teachers?

AJ: Some ideas may seem too innovative, but that’s as
it should be. Lithuanian teachers will understand that meth-
ods well established abroad bring potential benefits to their
schools as well. I could say with a flourish—these are his-
toric courses, the first which the Lithuanian diaspora bring
to us. Lecturers will present those ideas that matter to them
and, I expect, will matter to their Lithuanian colleagues.

Interest in the courses is great. The Ministry is drawing
participants from throughout the countryside so that infor-
mation presented will have the widest impact.

RR: What about A.P.P.L.E.’s future?

AJ: The most important role for A.P.P.L.E. is to facili-
tate close contacts between Lithuanian education institutions
and American institutions, organizations, and foundations.
Also, A.P.P.L.E. should help locate specialists who can travel
to Lithuania to teach, and should find scholarships and schools
for Lithuanian education specialists to receive training in the
U.S. Generally speaking, we expect some very serious as-
sistance with information from the West. And all of these
meetings, arranged by A.P.P.L.E., will be the beginning of
those essential contacts. A.P.P.L.E. is that organization which
we would like to introduce Lithuanians and their educational
institutions to their American counterparts.
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daily schedule proposed in our original grant request has been
modified and then approved by the Lithuanian Ministry of
Education. A slightly longer working day will include more
elective lectures by each of the faculty, open to all the par-
ticipating teachers. A typical seminar day will run from 7:30
breakfast through 9 PM, when R&R, normally organized by
AP.P.LE—say a film or a sing-along—will begin. Each
principal lecturer will have 3 1/2 hours daily to present infor-
mation and/or run hands-on workshops. Other times will be
reserved for reflection, in small discussion units and large
whole-group lectures. We're hoping that the adrenaline surge
of creating something new will keep us all going.

The response from American educators was terrific. Our
core group of lecturers includes Fulbright Scholars, profes-
sors of pedagogy, and highly experienced classroom teach-
ers and counselors. All of the faculty are preparing work-
books and workshop materials on their own as a contribu-
tion to the seminar program.

Cleveland participants have volunteered to prepare akit
of basic stationery and supplies for each participating
Lithuanian teacher (that’s 300 people). Other lecturers are
helping to make shipping arrangements, translating their col-
leagues’ lectures into Lithuanian, and contacting education
equipment suppliers for donations. Some of our lecturers
are also studying hard—textbooks on Lithuanian language,
culture and history are receiving quite a workout.

AP.P.LE. is very pleased to announce a $5,000 grant
awarded by the Soros Foundation for conducting the Vilnius
summer seminar. The Soros Foundation deserves our grati-
tude for supporting this initiative during its developmental
stages. We believe that the value provided to Lithuanian
teachers will be many time the investment that our
benefactor’s grant represents and will justify the investment
of time, effort and concern of our many members. We are

_—

A.P.P.L.E. XEEPS ON GROWING

Amanda Mulioliené of Euclid, Ohio, is the latest indi-
vidual to join the Leadership Group of A.P.P.L.E. She spe-
cializes in computer education and problem-solving strate-
gies, and has a special interest in classroom discipline and
management. ' :

Amanda is planning ahead; she has already reserved a
month in the summer of 1993 to travel to Lithuania to par-
ticipate in the scout camp; she is the director of a leadership
school for Lithuanian scouting. She has also invited a teen-
age relative to live with her and attend high school locally
during the 1992/93 school year.

Mrs. Mulioliené would like to see more exchange pro-
grams developed for high-school-age students. A.P.P.L.E.
has received a number of other inquiries along this line, and
we will be investigating the matter further after the summer
seminar has concluded. If you have any thoughts or experi-
ence with formal exchange programs, please write to us.

keenly aware that this is an initial collaboration between
Soros, A.P.P.L.E. and Lithuanian educators, so we will be
trying to learn as well as teach.

It’s a wonder of choreography so far, all the more re-
markable because most of our lecturers were unacquainted
with each other until very recently. We'll be back in mid-
August, with a first-hand account for all of you.

MusicaL NOTES

A.PP.LE. is pleased to announce the formation of a
subgroup on music education. The Coordinator for Music
Education is presently compiling a list of music educators.
Please write to:

Emilija Sakadolskis

9505 Ocala Street

Silver Spring, MD 20901

Tel.: (301) 585-6362

One of the first orders of business will be discussion
about the new music curriculum for grades 1-12. Four dif-
ferent proposals have been received from the Ministry of
Culture and Education (in Lithuanian). Members of the Music
Section will be receiving copies and will be asked for com-
ments and suggestions. If you have access to your local school
district’s or state music curriculum guides, please forward
them to the above address; they will be invaluable.
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The music section is collecting catalogues of universi-
ties that offer majors in music, particularly music education.
The conservatories in Vilnius, Kaunas and Klaipeda are in
the process of reorganizing, and the more examples of pro-
grams we can offer them, the better. Also, if you receive ads
for summer programs in music education from schools of
higher education, send them on to us.

M3

Laima Bakiene, professor of piano at the Lithuanian
Conservatory in Vilnius, has been visiting in the Washing-
ton, D.C., arca for the last few months. She has made a
variety of contacts with musicians from the University of
Maryland and Catholic University departments of music as
well as the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore. She’ll be
taking home armfuls of course syllabi, textbooks and ideas
to be implemented at home.
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If anyone would like to make room on his or her shelves
and get rid of music periodicals (or any music publications
for that matter), please let us know. Of particular interest are
the Music Educators Journal and the Journal of Research in
Music Education. We would like to provide copies notonly

. for the Curriculum Library sponsored by the Ministry of

Culture and Education, but also for the conservatories and
teachers’ colleges, if we accrue enough copies.
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The Overbrook School for the Blind, founded in Phila-
delphia in 1832, started a multifaceted Intemational Program
in 1985. As the name suggests, this program is an cduca-
tional opportunity for visually impaired students from other
countries. The prime goal is to provide students with the
knowledge and skills required to be competitive and self-
sufficient members of their socicties. Particular emphasis is
laid on the use of computer technology, as computers offer
the blind hope for greater independence and competitive-
ness with the sighted.

In 1987 a teacher-training program for teachers of the
visually handicapped from different countries was started.
Its purpose is to familiarize teachers with new methods to
make effective use of computer technology and to increase
their knowledge of the ongoing problems in educating the
blind and visually impaired throughout the world. After the
trainees return home, Overbrook continues to work with them
to help start or improve education for the blind in their native
lands. Several alumni are already teaching computer tech-
nology for the blind in their home countries.

Annke Rimrott, Director of the International Program,
visited Lithuania in May seeking candidates for a teacher
trainee position. We are pleased to announce that Vytas
Purlys of Siluté, Lithuania, has been awarded a scholarship
to attend the International Program at Overbrook, beginning
this September. He will be joining teachers from many dif-
ferent countries for the 1991/92 school year. In addition to
learning to teach the blind, Mr. Purlys will have the opportu-
nity to become skilled in English and to enjoy the American
experience. A Lithuénian will have become part of a network
of people working for progress in the education of the blind.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The March 1991 Northeast Regional Conference on
Social Studics, held in Boston, brought together thousands
of teachers and exhibitors. A.P.P.L.E. was represented among
the non-profit educational outreach programs.

The passersby who recognized the Lithuanian tricolor
or the various handcrafts or books enthusiastically supported
Lithuania’s moves toward independence and were especially
interested in A.P.P.L.E. Others stopped by to talk about the
changing conditions in Eastern Europe generally.

Many educators were planning trips or curricutum and
were interested in information from A.P.P.L.E. Several asked
about the summer seminars, student and teacher exchanges,
letter-writing projects, and cultural studies units. All of this
interest would promote sorely nceded contact between
schools and teachers in Lithuania with schools here.

We need to inform school systems of various opportu-
nities that open up contact between Lithuanian educators and

o

the West. This can be done through teacher organizations,
such as the National Council for the Social Studies, and their
affiliates.

Furthermore, curriculum materials and traveling exhib-
its should be developed. There are various outreach pro-
grams that would be interested in units on Lithuania for their
cducational libraries. A.P.P.L.E. now necds assistance and
funding in following through with requests from educators.

—Aldona Lingertaitiené

(GOOD NEWS AND BAD

We have good news and bad news on our requests for
assistance made in the last Report to the Corps.

The good news is that the book drive has been quite
successful. Of particular note, we have sccured a library of
several thousand volumes, some as old as 150 years, from
Mr. Peter O’Connell of New Haven (who, by the way, is
also our esteemed proofreader). Peter said, “As an Ameri-
can of Irish descent, I admire the efforts of the Lithuanian
people to strive for freedom, as the American people did in
1776 and the Irish people in 1916.”

Also, complete sets of textbooks have been donated by
Kathy Grintalis, Rita Balys, Susan Binkis, Anna MacDonald,
and Karin Wishner. The book drive will be an ongoing project
for A.P.P.L.E., and we will keep you informed of our status.

The bad news is that we have disappointingly few vol-
unteers to become pen pals with teachers in Lithuania. We
judge this to be a relatively easy undertaking, one that pays
big dividends to all involved. It seems we just have a bit of
inertia to overcome to get the pens moving.

Please volunteer today! Letters may be written in En-
glish. Just say Yes! Someone is waiting to hear from you.

Editors are A.P.PL.E. Directors Vaiva Vébra and Ji-
raté Krokys. Special thanks to everyone who provided over-
night accommodations for our guests from the Ministry, in-
cluding: Aldona, Rasa, Julius, Rimantas, Dalia, Ariinas,
Katharine, and Irena.

American Professional Partnership
for Lithuanian Education
P.O. Box 1370 « West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 521-7057 « FAX (203) 521-7018




