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INVITATION TO THE
EDUCATION EVOLUTION

Attherequest of the Ministry of Culture and Education
of the Republic of Lithuania, A.P.P.L.E. has become an
organizer of the 1991 Summer Teacher Qualification-
Raising Seminars in Vilnius. Although these seminars are
an annual tradition, this will be the first year in which
international cooperation and coordination have been
sought. The Ministry turned to A.P.P.L.E. as a logical
partner since we serve as a conduit for all those here in the
United States who support the reemergence of a democratic
Lithuanian educational system, one that would best serve
the children of Lithuania.

A.P.PLE. began preparing the framework for the
seminar last fall. Correspondence with the Ministry in-
dicated a wide-ranging need with an emphasis on new
teaching methods in five general areas: Special Educa-
tion; TESOL (Teaching English as a Second Language);
methodologies across the curriculums, especially Social
Studies and Health Education; Personal, Social and Family
Dynamics; and Early Childhood Development.

Our members have sought to prepare as fruitful a
seminar as possible by drafting a schedule which includes
hands-on experiences. For example, lectures will be fol-
lowed by workshops in which methodologies will be
practiced and learning tools created. Exemplary texts,
curriculums and “manipulative materials” will be pro-
vided. Although the two-week back-to-back seminars
willhave lecturers working a four-week stretch, weekends
will be spent sight-seeing and visiting relatives. Group
excursions will be arranged by our hosts. Guest lecturers
will be housed with their students in the Teacher Qualifi-
cation Center dormitories. Each of the lecturers will be
assigned about 30 students, with a projected 300 student/
teachers having their “qualifications raised.” The list of
guest lecturers is now being finalized—there is still time
for you to express an interest in participating if you act
immediately. Please call us now to discuss incorporation

Vai zydék zydék

balta obeléle, Zzaliuosius lapelius
vai Zydék Zydék saulelé sukraus |
’ sausa be lapeliy baltuosius Ziedelius. ‘

véjelis supiis

Bloody Sunday and after

An apple tree coming into bloom has always been my
i personal symbol of Lithuania, perhaps because of long |
childhood talks with my father as he worked in his |
orchard. The song above urges an old and dying apple
tree to blossom. An intense evocation of grief, lamenta-
tion, is followed by the certainty of comfort, of peace in |
the benevolence of the natural world and its healing |
i power. The wind and the sun will sustain and bring into |
bloom the neglected and broken tree. The lyrics, in some
versions, evolve into a similar assurance for an orphaned |
girl. Many very old Lithuanian songs are about endurance
and transfiguration, about finding comfort where one
can—in lasting values, in lasting beauties.

The haunting melody of this song and its promises
echoed in my mind again when I saw the citizens of
Lithuania brave their mean streets in January. The people
who chose to face down tanks by holding hands in Vilnius
are those endowed with an extraordinary power: (o see
their future and to pursue it, while singing in the face of
horror songs from an ancient past.

Fourteen of those people died the night of Bloody
Sunday, January 13,1991. Atfirstitwasimpossible totell
whether Parliament would stand. Some of us wept, some
raged. We all wielded our telephones, trying to serve
Lithuania in crisis long-distance. I believe that to some
degree we were successful. Many of us made promises to
ourselves that night. Such promises shouldn’t be broken.

—V. Vébra
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[image: image2.jpg]of your professional interests into the curriculum. The
seminars will take place between July 14th and August
11th, in Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital.

A.P.P.L.E.rs are welcome to contribute any ideas or
materials to this project. Especially needed are any quality
videos which would help the learning process. Examples
include National Geographic specials, “After School”
specials, or any other topic that lends itself to educational
methods. Furthermore, if you know of a place that could
donate or contribute to the PAL/SECAM conversion, we
would be grateful for the information.

The monumental task of on-site coordination and
selection of eligible participants falls on the shoulders of
Rimantas Zelvys, director of the Teacher Qualification
Center. The cooperative efforts of A.P.P.L.E. and the
Ministry of Culture and Education pose an exciting
challenge with bright prospects for the future of Lithuanian
education. Linking the talents and expertise of American-
trained educators with the Lithuanian experience is ex-
pected to produce long-lasting benefits.

MORE ON TRAINING SEMINARS IN LITHUANIA

Dr. Vytautas Cernius, education psychologist from
Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and
senator of Vytauto DidZiojo Universitetas (Vytautas the
Great University) in Kaunas, Lithuania, is organizing and
implementing a teacher seminar in that city from July 29
to August 16, 1991. This intensive seminar will empha-
size the process of learning and change, both in the student

A.P.P.L.E. BRANCHES OUT

Welcome to our new members!

It’s a real thrill to open the mail and realize daily
whatadiverse andtalented group A.P.P.L.E. is bringing
together. We are, above all, a partnership, directed by
the expectations and driven by the commitment of our
members.

It is pleasure to introduce to you generous con-
tributors and Leadership Group members Rimantas
Biténas and Stefa Urban. Rimantas is principal of the
Battin Career Center in Elizabeth, New Jersey, a
school for gifted and talented students. According to
Rimantas, “The A.P.P.L.E. network is a worthy en-
deavor which should be well supported and publicized
in the interests of education based upon Western
principles and available equally to all children.”

Stefa, a Connecticut activist and frequent volun-
teer at the Lithuanian-American Community Gov-
ernment Affairs Office in Washington adds that,
“Lithuania’s hope for the future rests with her upcom-
ing generation. Through the efforts of A.P.P.L.E. and
other contacts with the West we can help to provide
constructive alternatives to the ‘Soviet mind-set.””

and in the teacher. It will also train participants in sharing
the knowledge acquired. Dr. Cernius has been very gen-
erous in sharing his idea and expertise with A.P.P.L.E.
Where possible, lecturers at the two seminars this summer
will be exchanged to enhance the learning environment.

“IF WE AREN’T DREAMERS . . .”

A.P.P.LE. was represented at the 22nd Northeast
Regional Conference on the Social Studies March 13-16
at Sheraton Boston Hotel, Boston, MA. This conference
was sponsored by the Councils for the Social Studies and
various Departments of Education from the Northeast.

Exhibit space was made available to non-profit orga-
nizations. A.P.P.L.E. shared table and exhibit space with
organizations such as Earth Watch, Amnesty Interna-
tional, UNICEF, Russian Research Center Resource Li-
brary of Harvard, Middle East Resource Center for Harvard
University.

Aldona Lingertaitis was the A.P.P.L.E. activist in
charge of our booth along with colleagues from the
Boston area. She had the opportunity to provide all sorts
of basic information about Lithuania to hundreds of
teachers and to encourage those truly enthusiastic to
become A.P.P.L.E. members

This year’s theme was “Social Studies Basic to Un-
derstanding Global Diversity.” Prominent on the first
page of the Conference booklet was a brief statement by
the organizers which urges teachers to help prepare for a
vastly different world. The statement ends: “Sharing
knowledge and expertise with our teaching colleagues
emphasizes the great role we all play in preparing our
young people for a world of understanding. If we aren’t
dreamers, then who?”

A CONGRESSMAN GOES TO BAT

Laconia, New Hampshire, is the site of a pending two-
week school exchange with the Saloméja Neris high school
in Vilnius. The Lithuanians wait with suitcases packed for
word that Aeroflot will relent and allow them to buy 25
tickets as reserved . . . a year ago. It had been hoped that
the Vilnius group would arrive in Laconia on February
16th—Lithuanian Independence Day to strains of the
Lithuanian National Anthem played by the Laconia High
School Band. Local townspeople had taken the Lithuanian
students to heart even before their arrival and have come
to know and care about the homeland of their guests-to-
be. Principal organizer, A.P.P.L.E. colleague and social
studies teacher Gerald Knight had arranged an unforget-
table welcome, including government officials, educators
and enthusiastic citizens.

New Hampshire folks were vastly disappointed by
Aeroflot’s intransigence. The Soviet airline seems to be
playing political games with our kids. But all are optimis-
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of New Hampshire has been actively involved in diplomatic
efforts to persuade Soviet officials to allow the group to
come to the U.S. He has made numerous contacts with
officials at both the Soviet embassy and at Aeroflot to
argue the case for this program to be allowed to go
forward. He also arranged for a group of U.S. Congress-
men visiting the Soviet Union to carry this message to
Soviet officials.

Congressman Swett noted in a memo to A.P.P.L.E.
that “Educational exchanges are crucial to foster better
understanding between countries like the United States
and the Soviet Union. It is particularly important at this
time in history when Lithuania is on the threshold of
independence and democracy that these students have the
opportunity to visit our country and receive firsthand
experience with the meaning of democracy. For this
reason, the program that Laconia High School has planned
is vitally important, and I am doing all that I possibly can
to facilitate this exchange.”

Thanks to Congressman Swett, Lithuanian-Ameri-
can school exchanges have a champion in Congress. All
power to him! And Gerald Knight—we’re all pulling for
you. A.P.P.L.E. members willknow all about this exchange
saga as it develops ... meanwhile, think about starting one
in your town. Let us know what you think. We'll help.

SUMMERTIME,
AND THE CREDITS IN VILNIUS

After the February 1990 Lithuanian elections, which
Iwas invited to witness by Sajudis, it was clear to me that
an intriguing educational opportunity existed for my stu-
dents at Mary Washington College in Virginia, where I
am a political scientist. Many of the members of Sajudis
were academics at the University of Vilnius, and they and
their colleagues were eager to develop a relationship with
educators in North America.

Upon returning home, and as a result of a trip to
Warsaw and another one to Vilnius in the summer and fall
of 1990, arrangements were made to conduct a Mary
Washington College program in conjunction with the
University of Vilnius.

Students will participate in two seminars (and earn 6
credits) which are designed to exploit the Lithuanian
locale and to interact with people who are playing leading
roles in building democracy. The seminars are:

 The superpowers in transition. Its goal is twofold.
To conduct a comparative analysis of the developments
leading up to and culminating in the end of the cold war
rivalry between the US and the USSR. To identify and
assess the problems and prospects of the superpowers
building a new world order.

* Ethnic politics and nationalism. Its purpose is to
explore the treatment of ethnicity and nationalism by

Marxist and Western social theorists in the 19th and 20th
centuries. The seminar will focus on Soviet nationalities
policy through a case study of the Lithuanian experience.

Classes will be conducted in English and will include
some students from the University of Vilnius.

College students interested in the program, or who
plan to be in Lithuania this summer, should contact me,
Dick Krickus, at 703-899-4322. It is possible to integrate
the plans you have already made into this program and
receive college credit in the process.

In light of recent developments, it is vital to demon-
strate to our colleagues in Lithuania that they have not
been forgotten, and this program is a small gesture in that
direction.

A QUESTION OF BALANCE

Rolandas Paulauskas, an educational psychologist,
hails from Vilnius via PaneveZys. As a very young man,
he began working with juvenile delinquents in a special
school, or a Closed Correctional Institution, as it is called
inLithuania. There he began to develop theories and ideas
for experimental studies and eventually entered the Edu-
cational Research Institute in Vilnius.

His dissertation, titled “Personality Factors in Juve-
nile Delinquent Behavior, defended at Vilnius University
in 1988, gained him a PhD that year. He was invited to stay
on as an assistant professor in the Department of Theory
and History of Education at the University.

Dr. Paulauskas explains that, as the Iron Curtain was
raised, he was able to apply for doctoral positions in the
U.S. Prof. Vytautas Cernius of Temple University in
Philadelphia facilitated the paperwork, and now Dr.
Paulauskas intends to develop his PhD in Educational
Psychology with a dissertation comparing juvenile de-
linquency in the U.S. and Lithuania. He hopes to return to
a professorship in the field of juvenile delinquency at the
University of Vilnius.

We asked Dr. Paulauskas to share his impressions
regarding the philosophy of education in Lithuania today.
Dr. Paulauskas is a student of the theories of a famous
early 20th century Lithuanian scholar, Prof. Stasys
Salkauskis.

Prof. Salkauskis suggested that, historically,
Lithuanian culture is a synthesis of Eastern and Western
civilizations. Advanced development of the arts on the
one hand and an emphasis on mass society leading to
individual passivity on the other were the hallmarks of
Eastern cultures. Winds of change from Western Europe
shifted emphasis back to the individual and contributed to
the flourishing of Lithuanian intellectualism. The synthe-
sis of these two influences produced, in part, the nation-
alistic movement and a new kind of Lithuanian culture in
the late 1800’s. The newly emerging philosophy of edu-
cation postulated intellectualism, creativity and a fair
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Dr. Paulauskas states that while this slate was wiped
clean in the 1940’s, he feels that Lithuania is once again
at the “doorstep” between East and West. He stresses that
itis imperative, in restructuring the educational system of
Lithuania, that once again a healthy balance be achieved
between the individual and society. According to Dr.
Paulauskas, “We should study the philosophy of Soloviev
and Dostoevsky as well as that of Kant and Hegel.” In
Paulauskas’ opinion, with the synthesis of Eastern and
Western cultures as a basis of pedagogical philosophy, the
educational system of the Republic of Lithuania can best
serve the nation.

Please stay tuned — in a future issue we will feature
Dr. Paulauskas’ impressions of the educational life of
juvenile delinquents in Lithuania.

MOTHERLESS CHILD

When President Bush called for “a thousand points
of light,” the Lithuanians were in no need of a sermon.
Lithuanians were way ahead of the President on this one.
One light of the Lithuanian firmament is S.0.S. Vaikai
(S.0.S. Children).

S.0.S. Vaikai is a private organization established in
Lithuania some three years ago by Elena Kubiliené,who is
now also a member of the Social Services Commission of
the Ministry of Culture and Education as well as amember
of the City Council of Vilnius. During this period SOS
Vaikai has grown considerably and expanded its activi-
ties. Efforts are now being made to obtain membership in
the International SOS CHILDREN organization.

Concem for the children of Lithuania is the founda-
tion of SOS Vaikai, and its primary task, most simply, is
to ease the difficult childhood of Lithuanian orphans.
Most frequently, the "children of the Homes" are aban-
doned by parents who just don’t have the economic
resources to raise them. Homelessness is also a serious
problem, particularly for Lithuanian families being re-
leased from Siberia.

There is no foster care system as we have in the West.
Orphans are generally segregated in institutions that
provide both residential care and education; they do not
attend regular schools, and thus, from an early age, be-
come societal outcasts.

Mrs. Kubiliené knows the situation all too well—she
grew up in a state-run institution, raised in the system she
is now trying to reform. She explained that children in the
state homes, in addition to shoes, books and other material
things, most need individual attention and human warmth.
In her words Lithuanian educators will have to work very
hard to change the society’s perceptions regarding aban-
doned chidren and the families that need special attention
and help. The first priority for her new organization is to
try to reduce the incidence of orphanage, by providing

moral and material support for families on the economic
edge. “In trying to help our orphanages we will first have
to concentrate on seeing to it that there are fewer
orphans...When a mother knows she has help, she finds
the strength and confidence to raise the child herself,”
says Mrs. Kubiliené.

The next task is reorganization of the Children’s
Homes into smaller, more stable units, and the integration
of orphans into the regular school system. Children “in-
terned” in residential schools of the past were totally
separated from their peers and society, then regularly
shunted from one institution to another. More permanent
placements would at least in part help to compensate for
the lack of experiencing family life. Small group homes
are planned, staffed by better trained care givers and child
specialists.

In November 1990, a new American organization,
S.0.S. Vaikai Lithuanian Children’s Relief, was incorpo-
rated in Boston with the aims of providing assistance to its
sister organization in Lithuania and finding other means
of helping Lithuania’s children.

Daiva Neidhardt, president of the Boston Chapter
arranged an organizational seminar held in New York on
February 5, 1991. Elena Kubiliené was able to attend
herself, as did Jurat¢ Krokys of A.P.P.L.E. and many
others from the east coast interested in child welfare in
Lithuania. Plans were made to obtain texts on child
welfare and to try to provide additional concrete assis-
tance for specific problems (for example, the near-total
absence of hearing aids for deaf orphans). A.P.P.L.E. will
be working with S.0.S. Vaikai as well as the Ministry of
Education in helping to provide training to child care
workers and teacher’s aides, in the hope of easing the
loneliness of some of Lithuania’s children .

Editors of this issue were A.P.P.L.E. co-directors Vaiva
Vébra and Jiraté Krokys. Special thanks to contributors
Aldona Lingertaitis, Dick Krickus and A.P.P.L.E. corre-
spondent Raimonda Ruksys, and to Regina Karmiiza for
technical support! Thanks to all who sent articles - they
are slated to appear in our next issue. Please keep us on
our toes with your calls and letters.
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