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EYEWITNESS NEWS

Another teacher’s summer has come and gone. But for
me, as for 32 other teachers and specialists, this was a sum-
mer full of miracles. Teachers find the energy to keep going
through that little miracle when they see a light kindled in
the eyes of their students. This summer we had a chance to
search for those sparks in five hundred twenty teachers from
Lithuania.

With the freedom to construct a program that reflected
the best of what we could bring from U.S. education, and
with an eye on what the teachers of Lithuania most needed,
A.PP.LE. built a seminar that focused on seven areas:
Teaching English as Second Language Methodology (TESL),
Special Education, Social Studies, Reading, Writing and
Mathematics Methodology, Montessori Methodology,
Counseling and Educational Psychology, and Education
Administration.

Our expectations were quite practical. We wanted to
bring the best in methodology so that the Lithuanian teach-
ers could pick and choose that which was most applicable to
their teaching environments. And so, our program reflected
such topics as communication in education, teacher and
student stress reduction, democracy in education, individu-
alized education programs, using alternative forms of reading
materials, hands-on work in mathematics, using videos and
computers as teaching tools and facilitators, and constructing
curriculum. But what we gave and what we got surprised us.

We expected resistance and noninvolvement, a by-
product of fifty years of Soviet occupation, an occupation
that had used education, teachers, and the Lithuanian school
as a tool for propaganda and control. And indeed, we found
hesitant teachers. This hesitancy quickly washed away in the
fervor to exchange ideas and express emotions regarding the
monumental tasks of bringing students in Lithuania to a
democratic society. Discussion groups and questionnaires
from both two-week sessions reflected one basic achieve-
ment: Our colleagues were excited by the idea of relating to
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‘We would like to express our heartfelt thanks
to A.P.P.L.E., its directors Vaiva Vebra and Jurate
Krokys, and all of the faculty members of the July
16 - August 9, 1991, Vilnius Teachers’ In-Service
Training Seminar. About 500 Lithuanian teachers
attended classes in special education, school ad-
ministration, the Montessori system, social and
humanitarian sciences, presented by 32 Lithuanian-
American and American lecturers.

Informative lectures and energetic discussions
widened the professional horizons of our teachers.
The pedagogic experience gained during these dis-
cussions will help revive and enrich the Lithuanian
schools with new methodologies. The professional
material as well as the warmth and sincerity of the
U.S. teachers will encourage Lithuanian teachers’
creativity, will help return to our schools teacher-
student relationships that are based upon friendship
and respect, that will allow the full development of
young peoples’ individual talents. Thank you all—
for choosing to support us and help us to create a
democratic school and open society. We hope that
your days spent in Lithuania experiencing our cur-
rent problems were testimony as well to the power
of our country, its rebirth and its regeneration.

AHistras





[image: image2.jpg]their students as individuals, respecting their rights to ex-
press opinions and programming curriculum to reflect the
needs of the student and the realities of society.

The participating teachers were impressed by the teacher-
trainers’ abilities to be open with them, toreject the titles and
formalities accorded teacher-trainers and professors in
Lithuania. This made it possible for American and Lithuanian
educators to work and socialize on an equal basis. This
unplanned “modeling” seemed to reiterate our message of
treating and working with our students as precious individuals.

This philosophy is and should be the golden thread that
weaves through and affects all areas of education. As
American educators, we could only hope that more of our
colleagues in the United States would carry this philosophy
in their hearts and show it in their work.

I must credit the fervor of the teachers of Lithuania and
the unquestionable dedication of the American educators.
The American educators meshed quickly as friends, then as
colleagues. I think that we ourselves were astounded that we
were so similar in drive and philosophy, especially since vir-
tually all were new acquaintances. Professional and personal
experiencces in those four weeks in Vilnius further entwined
us as friends and committed us to continuing our work upon
our return to the States.

1 was lucky this summer. I had the chance to teach and
to learn a great deal. I learned that one can have hope in the
face of monumental tasks. I leamed that we can teach, not
just techniques and theories, but new ways to regard and relate
to each other.

I will always remember the words of one Lithuanian
teacher who, in a parting address to the assembly, said: I
came and wondered what to expect, would it be hard work,
would I learn something? Indeed, it was hard work for the
body, but a vacation for the soul.

—Jiraté Krokys

Juraté told me this story, which I think captures the es-
sence of the seminar experience.

After the general lecture on the final day, the American
instructor asked for question or parting comments, and one
of the Lithuanian teachers stood up. She said that the idea of
keeping a journal had been difficult to understand, but she
was determined to try our methods, and so wrote in her jour-
nal every day. She wanted to tell us what she had written the
first day—that the Americans teachers were strange, differ-
ent—they felt no need to protect themselves, close them-
selves off, hide their thoughts or feelings. Such openness
seemed frightening. In fact, other teachers thought that we
might be acting, pretending, when we were so attentive or
friendly. Now she knew it wasn’t so.

Our instructor thanked the lady for sharing her thoughts,
but asked whether she might be willing to tell the group what
she was writing now, as the course was ending. The teacher
became quite emotional. She told us that as the course had
progressed, she thought less and less about us, and more and

more about herself and her colleagues. She told us of a boy
named Linas, a difficult child in her class years ago, whom
she had treated harshly. After attending this seminar she
understood that she could have been a different sort of teacher
to Linas, she could have accepted and helped this child.

As she was speaking she began to cry, and we saw oth-
ers in the auditorium were crying as well. She said that she
couldn’t stop thinking about Linas. There is a Linas for ev-
ery teacher, in America too, said the instructor.

The point, it seems to me, is simply that given self-re-
flection and the opportunity to share our experiences,. we
become better teachers. The seminar, distilled to its essence,
was perhaps most important for the chance it afforded teachers
to stand next to each other, look in a mirror and see barriers
come tumbling down, those barriers that kept them isolated
from each other, afraid of following their instincts and tak-
ing the initiative. Teachers who finished the seminar are now
certain that they have the capacity to bring about change—in
themselves, in their classrooms and in the system.,

—Vaiva Vébra

Lithuania. I knew about the political situation. Thanks
to information supplied by Rita Balys, a foreign language
teacher at my high school, I learned about her culture and
increased my political understanding. As the concepts of
freedom and human rights were explored in my global stud-
ies classes, Lithuania was used as an example of charting a
new course.

Lithuania. She was a subject area to be studied and dis-
cussed. But now I was actually there. With a busload of
American teachers—most of Lithuanian descent—I was
crossing the Latvian border into Lithuania. I was watching
them rejoicing at the border, pointing out the guard house
destroyed by Black Berets, bursting into beautiful Lithuanian
songs as they continued their celebration on the bus.

1 was being given an honorary sash at the opening cer-
emonies as people applauded me. I was addressing the
teachers about concepts, materials, organizational schemes,
philosophy, practical applications. Food, conversations,
daytrips, dances and sauna experiences were being shared
with them. For the first time in ever so long, the Lithuanian
Games were held. And I was there, entranced, in Kaunas as
the Games were opened, and people jeered the Soviet heli-
copter that buzzed the stadium.

And I was there at the places where the January 13th
(my birthday) slayings occurred. I saw the tanks and the
crosses, the epitomes of terrorism and sacrifice juxtaposed.
The TV tower and its patrolled razor wire told a sad story,
highlighted by the images of hunger strikers I met. The par-
liamentary debate on landholding was going on when I vis-
ited. Outside the barricades a 13-year-old boy talked, in
English, of the future of Lithuania as we discussed freedom
and tyranny, and he held up the picture of a dove of peace.

Intellectually and aesthetically stimulated beyond
imagining, I worked harder in those two weeks than I had in




[image: image3.jpg]along time. I understood what this opportunity meant for the
teachers. This was the first time in over 50 years that they
had been free, that they could attend training sessions that
gave them a fresh breath of academic independence and self-
worth. Their involvement and enthusiasm buoyed me up
whenever I was low in energy or commitment. Their warmth,
hospitality, eagerness and inquisitiveness changed me. The
frustrations of not being able to speak the language and hav-
ing consistently to work through translators faded quickly
because I knew we were communicating at far from a super-
ficial level.

Reciprocally, I took from them. Their fervor for inde-
pendence was a tangible reality I could take back into my
classroom. My American students had taken their freedom
for granted, and I needed to jar them with a dose of reality
from somewhere outside their protected realm of experience.

Lietuva. I cried when, at our talent show I read the poem
I had written about you. I cried with my Lithuanian coun-
icrpaiis ai our closing session as we separated. We had been
deeply touched by each other. And I welcomed the new
session of teachers with a deepened commitment to do as
well or better by them as I had for the first group.

Lietuva. You have changed me, a non-Lithuanian, for
the better. And I cannot wait until next year to return and
work with you again.

—James W. Lane

About eight months ago I made arrangements to teach
English in Lithuania for the summer, little realizing how much
of an impact the experience would have on me. I taught
conversational English to a class of 15 grammar school and
high school teachers and gave lectures on topics related to
the educational field (i.e., “Preparing High School Students
for College™). I always found my students gracious and ea-
ger to leam. No matter what we talked about—household
appliances, my hobbies in America, the difference between
health and junk foods, national holidays, the folktales of
Lithuania, idioms and so on—we invariably had a good time.

As time went on my relationship with my students ex-
tended weil beyond the classioom. I often spent my iree time
traveling through Lithuania (especially Vilnius) with my
students. I was always kept busy meeting friends of friends,
chatting and touring Lithuania. It was the friendships I made
with my students that made my stay in Lithuania so special;
I would not have learned so much if it weren’t for the candid
conversations I shared with them.

On the last Saturday of my visit, I went with one of my
students and visited the Parliament building, the television
tower (seized in January by the Red Army), the hill of crosses,
the statue of Lenin with his right arm extended to show the
masses the way to communism (and KGB headquarters across
the street). Most of these structures were guarded by Red
Army soldiers and in some cases tanks. As we watched a
group of Russian youths mockingly pose with their right arms
extended for a picture in front of Lenin, my student said,
“It’ll be a proud day in Lithuania when that Lenin statue is

torn down.”

Three days before I was scheduled to leave Lithuania, I
went with a few friends to Druskininkai. That day I noticed
something odd; every few blocks there would be large groups
of people gathered around a person with a small radio re-
ceiver. The political climate of the Soviet Union was rapidly
changing, and as the CNN correspondent announced the al-
leged resignation of Gorbachev, I realized that I was wit-
nessing a pivotal time in history. That night many of my
Lithuanian friends went to the parliament building to form a
human shield against communism. The next morning I had
to take a plane to London, and I was very, very sad. Al-
though the coup had crumbled, I now wanted to be with my
Lithuanian friends when they became free.

A few days later, while sitting in my living room back in
America, I watched the evening news as the tanks left Vilnius,
and the people cracked the statue of Lenin at the knees and
toppled it. It was a day of pride—one of many more to0 come.

—Michele Anna Paige

SEVEN ROSES BLOOMING—
AN INCIDENT AT THE BORDER

Ride brother ride, ride my dove,
Will you catch up 1o our troops?

I'll catchup, don’ t worry, I ll defend them, don’ t worry,
Only God knows if I ll return.

The steed ran home, the saddle empty—
Where did you leave our brother?

Nine bullets flew overhead,
The tenth struck home.

Where his body lay—roses bloom
At his feet, lilies spring up.

—Folk song from Skuodas region

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. It was
summer in Vilnius, a gentle rain never dampening the enthu-
siasm of A.P.P.L.E. faculty members at the teacher seminar.
The most ordinary things—clouds and colors and textures,
faces—seemed in sharper focus than usual. Some people were
startled by the intensity of their experiences. “This is the best
thing I've done in my life,” we said to each other. “I can’t
believe I'm the same person who considered postponing this
visit.” We explored catacombs under the Cathedral and the
passions of change at the Ministry and the families of lifelong
friends-to-be. Lithuania—a country needing our help—be-
came the country to offer us a sense of arrival, of finally
coming home.

On Wednesday morning, July 31, I came down to the
foyer of the teacher center and saw an acquaintance waiting
there, formally dressed, wearing a somber expression. He
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T 'was scheduled to leave Lithuania the next day.

I leaned against the cool brick of the hallway wall and
forgot my troubles as I leamed of seven young guards, mas-
sacred at the Medininkai border post early that morning, per-
haps by Soviet Black Berets. Shock and grief distorted the
features of teachers gathered at the morning lecture as I told
them of the night’s events. Silent tears coursed down cheeks.
Isilently returned to America in their wake, seven more young
faces part of my life.

I left my colleagues to another week of teaching the
hopeful and the defiant Lithuanian teachers committed to
their children. It’s no surprise that our educators and the
Lithuanian teachers continued valiantly, keeping their focus
on the future. Their confidence in that future has now been
validated a thousand times over.

The first days of the coup were dark, and hope elusive
as quicksilver. Yet President Yeltsin tcok his cue from
President Landsbergis and called upon the people, and hope
proved triumphant. Freedom won one of its great victories.
All the Soviet people have been freed from the tyranny of
the Communist Party; the Baltic States have been restored to
real independence.

‘What does this mean for A.P.P.L.E.?

Of course, the central tenet of our mission was that our
aid would help secure Lithuania’s independence. Our new
mission is changed but slightly; now the work that A.P.P.L.E.
does will help make Lithuania’s independence secure.

The tempo of the work is quickening. With freer com-
munication and new contacts established during our seminar
program, specific requests from the Ministry are cascading
in. Our active volunteer corps, our fundraising, and our
grantsmanship will all have to be dramatically enlarged to
meet a challenge that is growing daily.

We would like to pause for just a moment to thank all of
you, our members, who have made A.P.P.L.E.’s efforts pos-
sible and, ultimately, successful. You haven’t simply been
witnesses to history, you have been participants in Lithuania’s
re-entry into the world community. In teaching a new gen-
eration of free citizens, Lithuania’s teachiers will be shaping
the future of a country. Your help is needed more than ever.

—Vaiva Vébra

A MINISTER AFTER
YOUR OWN HEART

The Lithuanian Minister of Culture and Education,
Darius Kuolys, first visited the United States last fall. He is a
graduate of Vilnius University and a scholar of literature,
but was not known as a public figure until he became a Min-
ister at the age of 27. He immediately initiated a sweeping
process of reform, and is one of the authors of the program
now being implemented.

Did you have a model for the Lithuanian education re-
Jform program that you created?

We were looking at European standards, which would
allow our culture to become integrated into that of Europe,
meanwhile preserving Lithuanian national culture as the ba-
sis for education in our country.

What of the Christian tradition?

My personal sympathies are on the side of Christianity.
Through the Judeo-Christian ethic one can begin to under-
stand certain processes in our society. Only having concep-
tualized the events of the tragic night of January 13 as the
fateful collision of good and evil, of ethical culture and a
satanic power of destruction, did I get back an inner sense of
balance. Lithuania, at the cost of lives, remained on the side
of goodness.

Has the implementation of reform been successful?

We are still far from achieving our goais. The de-Sovi-
etization of our current system is a complex and lengthy pro-
cess. It’s very hard to overcome the stereotypes, the inertia
of thought that is found in the schools and the society at large.
Reform of the educational system doesn’t mean just chang-
ing the national anthems and the seals of the state. It’s not a
matter of simply substituting the teaching of religious values
for the teaching of atheism.

Perhaps you are personally interested in the reform of
schools. Do you have any children?

Yes, we have a one-year-old son, Kernius, and recently
our daughter, Barta, was born.

Do you expect that your children will be able to attend
the new Lithuanian schools that you dream of?

That would be my great hope, but I doubt that every-

caricature of D. Kuolys
by Adolfas Uza
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“macroculture” of Lithuania has been under siege for fifty
years and efforts to remedy the situation have taken prece-
dence. However, one may also argue that by encountering
many cultures, students’ understanding of the primary culture
is deepened—if the curriculum is properly designed. As
Lithuania’s contacts with the “outside world” become more
and more commonplace, the educational system needs to ac-
quaint its charges with the variety of cultures that will be
encountered. After all, Lithuanian businessmen will be ne-
gotiating with Japanese automakers and Colombian coffee-
growers. Lithuanian students will be studying in France,
Canada and Greece. Israeli and Polish scholars will come to
Vilnius to research the local histories of their respective
groups. Handicapped tourists will expect access to Gediminas
tower and the cafes of Vilnius Old Town.

On the other hand, Americans cannot expect to impose
their understanding of individualism (viewed by some as
extreme) on a culture with a different worldview. If
multiculturalism is to be addressed in earnest, some chal-
lenging questions will arise: How do we address morality,
politics, and religion in a public school setting? What will be
the relations between the state and private schools? How will
the newly emerging social classes affect educational equal-
ity? Should exceptional students be mainstreamed or sepa-
rated? How will gender awareness change? What kind of
preservice and in-service training should be provided for
teachers to help them implement a multicultural curriculum?

This summer A.P.P.L.E. sponsored workshops empha-
size democracy in action. Multiculturalism might be an apt
unifying theme for the summer of 1992. We would like your
thoughts and suggestions during the coming months.

—Emilija Sakadolskis

A.P.P.L.E. BRIEFS .

Correction. The correct address for Emilija Sakadolskis,
our music education coordinator, is 9509 Ocala Street, Silver
Spring MD 20901. Telephone is (301) 585-6362.

Rev. Kestutis Zemaitis of Garfield Heights, Ohio, has
offered to donate a subscription to two journals: Holistic

Education Review and In Context (a cultural quarterly), for
Lithuania through A.P.P.L.E. Thank you!

Aldona Lingertaitis and Vaiva Vébra of A.P.P.L.E. have
registered as presenters at the 23rd Northeast Regional
Conference on the Social Studies, to be held in Connecticut
in March 1992, Aldona has traveled to Lithuanian with her
high school class. We’re hoping to construct and present a
“Baltic Studies teaching package” for various grade levels.

AP.P.LE. has received a request from the teachers’
weekly Tévynés Sviesa in Lithuania for articles offering the
American teacher’s point of view on a wide variety of edu-

cational issues. A.P.P.L.E. hopes to provide an article monthly
to over 11,000 subscribers. If you would like to contribute,
let us know.

New Hampshire Congressman Dick Swett has suggested
a cultural exchange via letters, videos, art projects and so on
between schoolchildren in New Hampshire and Lithuania,
Thanks to all New Hampshire members, especially Gerald
Knight, for helping make New Hampshire first in this area.
New Hampshire educators will be appraised of the need for
used textbooks through a statewide teachers’ newsletter,

Thanks to the generous support of the Soros Foundation,
the fund “Dovana Lietuvai,” the New Jersey group Americans
for an Independent Lithuania, supporters across the country
(honors to Cleveland!) and remarkable work on the part of
all seminar participants, we were able to provide for use at
the Vilnius Teachers’ Qualification Center two IBM com-
puters, an overhead projector, one hundred videocassettes, a
complete set of Montessori equipment and a set of TESOL
teaching materials.

On Monday, September 9, Vytas Purlys, a teacher trainee
and two students, Remigijus Audiejaitis and Sergejus Mechas
will arrive for a year’s study at the International Program of
the Overbrook School for the Blind in Philadelphia. V. Purlys
is a graduate of the A. Jonynas School for the visually im-
paired, Vilnius University and Siauliai Teachers’ College.
He is a school inspector and teacher of computer science. R.
Audiejaitis is skilled in foreign languages and music—his
teacher in Lithuania hopes that he will study Japanese. S.
Mechas is talented in the sciences, writes his teacher, and
has won awards for excellence in sports. The Lithuanian
Hunters’ Association has financed travel expenses for all
three. The Director of the A. Jonynas School, Mrs. Daujotiene,
writes: “We feel joy and responsibility—we are the first in
50 years of Lithuania’s blind students to embark upon an
education abroad. We are sure that in Philadelphia we won’t
feel alone. We come empty handed, except for our love of
Lithuania and an immense thirst for knowledge.” Welcome
Vytas, Remigijus and Sergejus!

Editors are A.P.P.LE. DirectorsVaivaVébraand Jirat¢
Krokys.

American Professional Partnership
for Lithuanian Education
P.O. Box 1370 « West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel. (203) 521-7057 » FAX (203) 521-7018




[image: image6.jpg]thing will happen so quickly. We are starting with elemen-
tary classes, which should be able to begin work with a new
curriculum this year. We hope to draw the entire educational
establishment into the work of reform, bit by bit.

Do you have time for your family, or do you find your-
self spending every moment of time at work or at politics?
‘Work consumes more of my life than I ever could have

imagined. Sometimes I start to believe Aristotle’s definition
of man as a political animal.

Do you feel that you are doing all that for yourself, or
for Lithuania?

It’s not for myself, except to the extent that I am the
beneficiary of an extraordinary experience. It’s distressing
to witness so much distortion in education and cultural life
and to be able to change so little. No matter how good our
intentions and how strong our will, there are problems we
just can’t solve. But all of us who are working to create a
Lithuanian school system believe that modem, democratic
schools based upon the cultural traditions of our people and
in tune with European norms will exist in Lithuania. If I
manage to avoid major pitfalls, if I"'m able to conscientiously
devote the time allotted me to enhance Lithuania’s self-re-
liance and benefit Lithuania’s people—I'll be happy.

So concluded the youngest Minister in Lithuania’s long
history, who turned 29 on June 17th.

—=Exclusive for A.P.P L.E. by Silvijana Dabasinskiené

FLYING TOWARDS FREEDOM

“Our club includes private pilots, hobbyists and others
interested in aviation. We teach anyone who wants to learn
to fly (especially Lithuania’s young people!), but would like
to become educators in a broader sense. First we are con-
cerned with teaching English, because many of our young
people would like to study abroad to become professional
aviators. We would like to help them prepare for entrance
exams. Perhaps AP P.L.E. could advise us and help us obtain
the necessary literature. We sense the approaching victory
of freedom in Lithuania and the approaching fall of walls
built to keep us apart. We share this joy with you.”

The book drive announced in the April REPORT TO THE
Corps has been progressing in a series of fits and starts.
AP.PLE. has received some wonderful materials from
donors around the country; some of these books were de-
livered to the Ministry as the “excess baggage” of summer
seminar participants, others remain in storage. Meanwhile,
apublisher has offered us 10,000 new overstocked textbooks,
if we can only find a way to finance their shipping—and
new requests for special texts are barreling in .

In the Minister’s words: “We need to create favorable
circumstances for talented young people to study abroad, so

that they might use the knowledge and experience gained to
enrich our intellectual potential at home. In order to study in
the U.S., a candidate must pass the ‘Test of English as a
Foreign Language.” The Ministry would be deeply grateful
for any support for A.P.P.L.E., which would allow it to ob-
tain teaching materials, necessary to prepare for this test, and
to send them to Lithuania.”

Similar requests have reached A.P.P.L.E. over the sum-
mer, from individual teachers and schools. Please let us know
if you have access to used or discounted books, if you know
of shipping or trucking companies that might be willing to
help, if you think a fundraising effort in your locale might be
fruitful. We have a booklist to share with you.

MULTICULTURALISM: IS IT ONLY
FOR AMERICA?

Education is no different from other professional areas—
it has its own buzzwords, trends and fads. If you’ve been
around any educators lately, terms such as “whole-language
approach,” “communicative competence” and
“multiculturalism” are bound to have cropped up. The teacher
must decide whether a current concept is a trend, a band-
wagon, or a new paradigm for the practice of education. The
unique challenge for A.P.P.L.E. members is to bring these
discussions to Lithuania in an attempt to involve its educa-
tors in the Western educational process. Hopefully, the role
of A.P.P.L.E. will not be confined to “how-to” workshops,
but engagement in the philosophy of education as well.

Until very recently in the United States, terms such as
“multicultural education” have functioned as labels for eth-
nic studies, an aesthetic experience, a broadening of the
student’s intellectual base for its own sake, or at the most a
breaking down of cultural differences and stereotypes in order
to foster understanding. However, when the term
“multiculturalism” is used today it carries with it a broader
definition. James H. Banks, a leading author in
muilticulturalism, states that: “Multiethnic education is con-
cerned with modifying the total school environment so that
it is more reflective of the ethnic diversity within a society...
making institutional changes within the school setting so that
students from diverse ethnic groups receive equal educational
opportunities and the school encourages the concept of ethnic
diversity.”

AlthoughLithuania has avoided many of the ethnocen-
tric excesses of its neighbors, the effects of a closed society
are undeniable. “Separate but equal” has been the attitude
towards Polish culture and schools in Lithuania. Bilingual
programs in the United States have recently been reevalu-
ated and restructured; we might be quite surprised at the
similarity of problems to be tackled. Lithuania can boast of a
very rich history of minority cultures, but Jewish, Tartar, and
Protestant contributions to Lithuanian culture have been
virtually absent from Lithuanian curriculums—from social
science to the arts.
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